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SDFO NEWS 

 

Monthly Meeting 

 Tuesday, June 17, at 6:00 p.m. This will be a virtual meeting, using the Zoom app, which you can 

 download beforehand. Members will receive an email invitation with directions to click on a link, 

 which will open a window in the Zoom app, and you can join the meeting. If you have never used 

 Zoom before, you will be asked to download the application for Zoom.  You do NOT need to “sign 

 up” for Zoom, just download the application.  It is best to use a desktop or laptop computer, as their 

 larger screen is preferable to a phone or notepad device. 

 Our annual SDFO Business Meeting and Election of Officers for 2025-26. A nominating committee 

 consisting of Dan King and Paul Lehman have proposed the following slate of candidates for the 2025-

 26 fiscal year:  

   President: Rick Grove 

   Vice President: Kris McMillan 

   Secretary: Char Glacy 

   Treasurer: Geoff Veith 

   Membership: Eve Martin 

   Program Chair: Kevin Burns & Paul Lehman 

   Skimmer Editor: Jane Mygatt 
   Webmaster: Russ Christensen 

 

 

 Nominations will be also accepted from the floor during the regular June meeting, and an election will 
 take place immediately thereafter. Many thanks to the committee for ensuring that all positions will be 
 filled next year, and to those who have stepped up to serve. 
 

 Program: Join us for a replay of the LA Birders presentation by Jon Dunn & Kimball Garrett entitled 

 “Summer and Fall Sparrow Issues.”  It's that time of year when the frequency of  misidentified juvenile 

 sparrows is on the increase, and this presentation will help us all with challenging summer and fall pas-

 serine identification issues.  

 Next month’s meeting: Tuesday, July 15, same time, same place. Program to be announced—see next 

 month’s Skimmer for details. 
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SDFO NEWS [continued] 

Taking Flight 

 This is my last issue as Editor of The Skimmer. I’ve enjoyed putting out this newsletter, but it’s time to 

 hand the reins over to someone else. I’d like to thank the many people who have helped me over the 

 years, from 1997, when we put out a print newsletter, copied on Herb Young’s big copier, featuring 

 monthly summaries from the dial-up Rare Bird Hotline by Mike Evans and others before him; continu-

 ing with our email version, featuring wonderful bird reports by Guy McCaskie and then Paul Lehman. 

 Thanks also to all of you who contributed great photography to illustrate the bird reports. Then there 

 are the many folks who have helped me with the tedious job of proofreading and otherwise cleaning up 

 the prose, including Nancy Christensen, Eve Martin, and Sara Mayers. Jane Mygatt is taking over for 

 me, so you’ll be in good hands. It’s been fun!    

 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY BIRD OBSERVATIONS, MAY 2025 

 

Compiled by Paul E. Lehman 

The two most exciting birds seen during May 

were, unfortunately, seen only by very few observers. 

A Swallow-tailed Kite flew south over the Tijuana 

River Valley on 10 May (CP, RN). This individual 

was probably the same bird seen earlier in the day in 

Riverside County, as well as on 25-26 Apr in Ventura 

County and before that flying north near Ensenada on 

22 Apr. This establishes the second San Diego County 

record. The first Swallow-tailed, on 22 Apr 2016, was 

seen passing the Tijuana River Valley and again later 

in the day observed over Camp Pendleton. An Upland 

Sandpiper on private property bordering Lake Hen-

shaw on 13 May (PU) was only the third to be found 

in the county. The previous records were of fall mi-

grants at the Tijuana River Valley sod farm from 19-

23 Oct 1999 (late) and on 23 Sep 2007. 

An Eastern Phoebe at Fort Rosecrans National 

Cemetery (hereafter FRNC) on 12 May (PEL) was 

only the sixth record of a spring migrant, but the third 

for this year. The singing Nelson’s Sparrow continued 

at the Tijuana Estuary from 29 Apr-10 May (PMa), 

and another singing bird was a first at the San Diego 

River mouth from 1-9 May (CC). An adult male Or-

chard Oriole in Encinitas on 4 May (MT) was proba-

bly a spring vagrant, although wintering birds in 

southern California have remained almost this late. A 

male Baltimore Oriole along Los Huecos Rd. on 7 

A few lucky observers saw this Swallow-tailed Kite flying south over the 

Tijuana River Valley on 10 May, establishing the second county record. 

This individual could be the same bird seen earlier in the day in Riverside 

County, during latter April in Ventura County, and a few days before then 

flying north near Ensenada. The only previous San Diego record was on 

22 Apr 2016, when one was seen at the Tijuana River Valley and later in 

the day over Camp Pendleton. Photo by Carl Poldrack 
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May (NC) was particularly unusual in the 

mountains. A singing Hooded Warbler made 

a brief appearance in Serra Mesa on 21 May 

(RS). Very rare in spring, a Chestnut-sided 

Warbler was in the desert at Agua Caliente 

County Park on 20 May (MW). Also very 

rare in spring, single Palm Warblers were at 

Agua Caliente County Park on 1 May (DT) 

and in Kearny Mesa on 3 May (BSp). Very 

rarely detected as a spring migrant, a Grass-

hopper Sparrow was at NAS North Island on 

8 May (BFl). 

More expected in spring, a Northern 

Waterthrush was at Agua Caliente County 

Park on 4 May (AA), a Northern Parula was 

at Mount Soledad on 6-7 May (PMu), and 

single Tennessee Warblers were at Point Lo-

ma Nazarene University from 12-19 May 

(NT) and in the Tijuana River Valley on 30 

May (PEL). Well above average were 13 

dark-lored White-crowned Sparrows (m.obs), 

five Black-and-white Warblers (AA, DS, 

NC, NT, BM), and nine Rose-breasted Gros-

beaks (PMu, BLS, PEL, SB, NC, BW, MSn). 

In contrast, below average were the two 

coastal White-winged Doves, two coastal 

Gray Flycatchers, and two coastal Summer 

Tanagers (v.obs), with an additional Summer 

Tanager in the mountains along Sunrise 

Highway on 31 May (BSp). A territorial 

American Bittern resurfaced at San Elijo La-

goon from 12-21 May (JM, KA). And a terri-

torial Indigo Bunting was singing at Lake 

Hodges from 13-30 May+ (MW, ML). 

A Flesh-footed Shearwater and a rec-

ord-late Short-tailed Shearwater were both 

photographed some 3-1/4 miles off southern 

Camp Pendleton on 12 May (eBird). A Manx 

Shearwater was seen from shore at La Jolla 

on 18 May (PEL). The 24 May pelagic trip 

produced the second-earliest Least Storm-Petrel on 

record as well as two very early Craveri’s Murrelets at 

the 30-Mile Bank (BVAS). A Black-footed Albatross 

only seven miles off Point Loma on 3 May (v.obs) 

was closer to shore than usual. 

Rare or very rare along the coastal slope, sin-

gle Swainson’s Hawks were over Carmel Valley 7 

May (BR) and Mission Trails Regional Park 30 May 

(late; KR), a Brewer’s Sparrow was at Lake Hodges 2 

May (AP), and a Scott’s Oriole flew by Mount Sole-

dad in La Jolla on 10 May (PMu). Wandering Acorn 

Woodpeckers passed Northmont Park in La Mesa 7 

This Eastern Phoebe at Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery on 12 May established 

only the sixth record of a true spring migrant in the county, three of which now come 

from 2025! Photo by Paul Lehman 

This Nelson’s Sparrow at the San Diego River mouth from 1-9 May was at a new site 

for this species. As with several other individuals in recent years, it was likely a linger-

ing wintering bird first detected late in the season by song. Photo by Nathan French 



 4 

A Baltimore Oriole during May is a rare but somewhat expected vagrant 

near the coast or in the desert. But one along Los Huecos Road in the 

Laguna Mountains on 7 May was most unexpected. Photo by Nancy 

Christensen 

This Palm Warbler at Kearny Mesa on 3 May was probably a spring 

migrant rather than a locally wintering bird. Photo by Bridget Spencer 

A good month for Rose-breasted Grosbeaks in the county produced seven individuals, including a 

total of three in the desert at Vallecito (here 18 May). Photo by Britta Lee Shain 

A bright, singing male Indigo Bunting at Lake Hodges from 13-30 May+ 

(here 17 May) was quite photogenic and thus extra-popular. Photo by 

Adrian Mlodzianowski 

This Least Storm-Petrel (upper left) in a large raft of Black Storm-Petrels 

at the 30-Mile Bank on 24 May established the second-earliest arrival 

date for the county. The earliest was on 18 Apr 2016. Note the small 

body size; short, wedge-shaped tail; and proportionately large wing. 

Photo by Jimmy McMorran 
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May (BW), Mount Soledad 10 May (PEL) and 19 

May (PMu), and Point Loma Nazarene University 26 

May (PEL, PMu). Very rare inland, a Least Tern was 

at Santee Lakes on 31 May (BM). Rare but annual in 

small numbers inland, a Common Loon was at Lake 

Sutherland 23 May (SL). Very rare in the lower desert, 

four American Crows were at Borrego Springs on 6 

May (GB). 

The overall spring landbird migration in many 

parts of the county was best characterized as a tale of 

three seasons: a mediocre and late first three weeks of 

April, followed by a very good migration during the 

last week of April and first two weeks of May, fol-

lowed by a return to mediocrity for the remainder of 

the month. It was a good spring for Black Swifts, with 

singles and small groups totaling approximately 51+ 

birds at various sites between 7-28 May (m.obs). Eight 

additional Calliope hummingbirds in May brings the 

two-month total to a high 15 individuals. Olive-sided 

Flycatchers were in above-average numbers. Migrant 

Bank Swallows and Purple Martins were well repre-

sented, with totals of 8 and 17 birds, respectively 

(m.obs). The Purple Martin at Batiquitos Lagoon on 

31 May (TG) was one of the latest records of a mi-

grant ever in spring, the latest being one recorded 6 

Jun 1974 at Point Loma. 

Morning-flight monitoring at Mount Soledad 

was highlighted by a substantial flight on 10 May, 

which included 5 Olive-sided Flycatchers, 45 Western 

Flycatchers, 135 Warbling Vireos, 60 Yellow War-

blers, 50 Hermit Warblers, 230 Wilson’s Warblers, 

and 130 Western Tanagers (v.obs). It can be difficult 

or impossible to establish late-season migration dates 

and other unusual migrant records involving species 

that are also widespread local breeders. This determi-

nation is best done in regions where the species does 

not breed or at morning-flight sites. Examples this 

month at Mount Soledad included a migrant Horned 

Lark passing overhead on 10 May (post-breeding dis-

Very rare at most inland sites, this one-year-old Least Tern was at San-

tee Lakes on 31 May. Photo by Brennan Mulrooney 

May was a very good month for Black Swifts, producing a total of at least 

51 birds at a wide variety of sites. This individual was seen 7 May over 

Mount Soledad. Photo by Paul Mulholland 
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perser?; JD), a late-migrant Orange-crowned Warbler 

and two female/immature male Hooded Orioles all on 

19 May (PMu, PEL), and a Chipping Sparrow on 22 

May (MHd, LR). 

 Late-lingering birds were headlined by a 

Mountain Bluebird at the Ramona Grasslands on 7 

May (BM), which was record late by a full two weeks. 

Two Townsend’s Solitaires on Hot Springs Mountain 

20 May (RG) were either very late lingerers or were 

attempting to summer there. A record-late wintering 

Clay-colored Sparrow in Balboa Park remained to 11 

May (JTS, ND). A Lincoln’s Sparrow at Jacumba on 

14 May (PEL) was short of the latest county date by 

just two days. 

A late Bufflehead was at the San Diego River 

mouth on 24 May (eBird). Adult male Rufous Hum-

mingbirds lingered later than usual, particularly the 

individuals in Santee on 17 May (BM) and in Escondi-

do through 19 May (MJH). A Sora was still at Big La-

guna Lake in the Laguna Mountains (where there are 

recent summer sightings) on 22 May (DD). An imma-

ture Sharp-shinned Hawk was at Point Loma Nazarene 

University on 8 May (PEL), and a Merlin was in the 

Tijuana River Valley on 5 May (BM). A one-year-old 

Swainson’s Hawk at Jacumba on 31 May (PEL) estab-

lished one of the latest spring records in the county. A 

worn Ruby-crowned Kinglet tarried at Point Loma 16-

17 May (NT). A late Gray Flycatcher was at FRNC 

from 16-19 May (KM). A late American Robin in the 

desert was at Vallecito 8 May (BLS). A significant 

number of lingering “Gambel’s” White-crowned Spar-

rows were found at a wide variety of locations through 

the first week of May (m.obs), with a total of 10 birds 

countywide on 7 May and the latest on 10 May 

(eBird). Other late sparrows included a migrant Chip-

ping Sparrow at Famosa Slough 26 May (IS), a Ves-

per Sparrow at the Barnett Ranch Preserve near Ra-

mona 8 May (GD), and a Golden-crowned Sparrow at 

FRNC 12 May (NT). Single very late Nashville War-

blers were at Point Loma Nazarene University from 

26-31 May+ (PEL) and at Hot Springs Mountain on 

26 May (PB). 

More than the usual number of Black-throated 

Gray and Hermit Warblers were still passing through 

in late May. For example, two Black-throated Grays 

were at Jacumba 27 May (BW), and one was in Encin-

itas 30 May (GH), whereas three or four on Hot 

Springs Mountain 26-31 May (PB) were probably 

composed at least in part by local breeders. Ten Her-

mit Warblers at Point Loma and La Jolla from 29-31 

May (PEL, PMu, AA) and five at Buddy Todd Park in 

Oceanside on 30-31 May (BFi) were large counts for 

so late in the season. Other species that remained in 

above-average numbers at least through early May 

Eight Bank Swallows countywide during May included this individual at 

the San Diego River mouth on 3 May. Photo by Marcus Stephens 

This female Mountain Bluebird at the Ramona Grasslands on 7 May 

shattered the late date for the county by a full two weeks. Photo by Bren-

nan Mulrooney 



 7 

included American Pipit and Yellow-rumped Warbler. 

Lark Sparrows were seen at several coastal sites, 

where they are not known to nest, into late May.

 Conversely, several migrant Willow Flycatch-

ers appeared earlier than usual during the first ten days 

of May, led by one in Balboa Park 6-7 May (SS). 

Continuing from previous month(s), two win-

tering Tricolored Herons were at the San Diego River 

mouth through 31 May+ (m.obs), and several Harris’s 

Hawks continued at both Jacumba (PEL) and Shelter 

Valley (TP). A high 15 Neotropic Cormorants re-

mained in the county (m.obs), with also three new 

birds at Lake Sutherland on 23 May (SL). Strong 

winds inland on 12 May grounded some 35 Red-

necked Phalaropes at Lake Henshaw (DS) and another 

20 birds at Borrego Springs (RW). 

 Hybrids of interest included a Downy X Nut-

tall’s Woodpecker at Famosa Slough 11 May (MSs); 

single Townsend’s X Hermit Warblers at San Elijo 

Lagoon 2 May (TH), North Clairemont Community 

Park 8 May (NB), and Mission Heights 10 May 

(MHd); and a Lazuli X Indigo Bunting at Wing Street 

Canyon 7 May (MHd, LR). 

 An immature Dark-eyed Junco on 20 May 

along the Silver Strand (PEL), where the species does 

not nest, was presumably an early disperser. A Log-

gerhead Shrike at Mount Soledad on 27 May (RG) 

was unusual for both location and especially date. 

This species is no longer known to breed anywhere 

close to there. The few coastal wintering birds and ra-

re spring migrants are gone by early April, and the 

first post-breeding dispersers (from ?) do not arrive 

any earlier than mid-to-late June. White-headed 

Woodpecker continues to hang on at Hot Springs 

Mountain, with one individual noted there 26-31 

May+ (PB). 

 

Acknowledgments:  Many thanks to Sara B. Mayers 

and Guy McCaskie for their careful review. 

 

Cited observers:  Observers listed are limited to those 

finding and identifying each species. Some sightings 

reported to eBird are included without specific attribu-

tion. Alex Abela, Kathy Aldern, Gwen Baldwin, Nick 

Barber, Peter Beck, Samuel Bressler, Buena Vista 

Audubon Society sponsored pelagic trip, Clarissa 

Chipman, Nancy Christensen, Gail DeLalla, Jay 

Desgrosellier, Nicole Desnoyers, David Dowell, Beth 

Fife (BFi), Brian Flick (BFl), Tito Gonzalez, Rick 

Grove, Michelle Haglund (MHd), Tim Hajda, Mary Jo 

Hayes (MJH), Gjon Hazard, Paul E. Lehman, Max 

This one-year-old Swainson’s Hawk at Jacumba on 31 May was one 

of the latest ever in spring. There are two previous records from early 

June near the coast. Note the long primary extension beyond the tail 

tip. Photo by Ted Keyel 

Although locally breeding Willow Flycatchers may arrive at nesting sites 

starting in early May, the first through-migrants are typically not seen until 

almost two weeks later. This early transient was in Balboa Park on 6-7 

May and was the vanguard of an early push. Photo by Stephanie Schon-

berger 
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Leibowitz, Steven Lima, Paul Marvin (PMa), Kris 

McMillan, Paul Mulholland (PMu), Brennan Mul-

rooney, Jane Mygatt, Rebecca Nassimi, Torrey Pills-

bury, Carl Poldrack, Ann Potenzone, Beverly Reyn-

olds, Kerry Ross, Lisa Ruby, Matt Sadowski (MSa), 

Stephanie Schonberger, Britta Lee Shain, Dessi Sie-

burth, Roger Smith, Bridget Spencer (BSp), Justyn T. 

Stahl, Marcus Stephens (MSs), Mark Stratton (MSn), 

Ian Swirka, Michell Thitathan, Nick Thorpe, David 

Trissel, Phil Unitt, Roberta Wall, Barbara Wise, and 

Mike Wittmer. 

 

m.obs = many observers 

v.obs = various observers 
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JOIN SDFO 
 

Dues per calendar year: $25.00 per individu-
al plus $10.00 for each additional person in 
the same household. 
 

You may pay electronically using PayPal or 
credit card through our website on the Mem-
bership page:                                           
https://sandiegofieldornithologists.org/
membership/ 
 

To check your current standing (and avoid 
duplicate payments!) or to pay by check, 
email Membership Chair Eve Martin at:  
membership 
@sandiegofieldornithologists.org 
 

 

 

 

Visit our website at 
 

www.sandiegofieldornithologists.org 
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