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SDFO NEWS 

 

Monthly Meeting 

 Tuesday, July 16, at 6:00 p.m. This will be a virtual meeting, using the Zoom app, which you can 

 download beforehand. Members will receive an email invitation with directions to click on a link, 

 which will open a window in the Zoom app, and you can join the meeting. If you have never used 

 Zoom before, you will be asked to download the application for Zoom.  You do NOT need to “sign 

 up” for Zoom, just download the application.  It is best to use a desktop or laptop computer, as their 

 larger screen is preferable to a phone or notepad device. 

 Program: Our industrious Program Chair is still scurrying around, trying to find us a program. We will 

 let you all know when he is successful.  

 Next month’s program: Tuesday, August 20, same time, same place. Same story.  
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SAN DIEGO COUNTY BIRD OBSERVATIONS, JUNE 2024 

 

Compiled by Paul E. Lehman 

  Following a ho-hum May for vagrant landbirds 

in San Diego County, the first half of June was gang-

busters, headlined by one and potentially two first 

county records. A vocalizing Eastern Wood-Pewee at 

Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery (hereafter FRNC) 

on 5-6 Jun (NK, KM) was followed soon after by a 

second, and distinctly different plumaged, bird at a 

different site at FRNC from 9-12 Jun (PEL, LC). 

These two birds were part of a larger-scale mini-

invasion into California that involved at least six indi-

viduals. Two additional birds in San Diego County 

were good visual candidates for this species but re-

mained silent. Their fate awaits adjudication. Present 

alongside the first pewee on 5 Jun was a good candi-

date for an Alder Flycatcher (CAM, PEL), also previ-

ously unrecorded in the county. Unfortunately, this 

bird remained silent for the entire day, so the record 

presently is of uncertain fate. 

 

 A Yellow-green Vireo at the San Diego Zoo 

from 24-26 Jun (TS) establishes the second summer 

record for the county and only the third for the state. 

The previous San Diego record was from San Elijo 

Lagoon in July 2009. Other excellent quality late-

spring vagrants included single coastal Yellow-billed 

Cuckoos along the San Luis Rey River in Oceanside 

San Diego County’s first record of Eastern Wood-Pewee was estab-

lished by this vocalizing bird at Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery on 5-

6 Jun. Note the almost entirely yellowish lower mandible, but plumage 

differences from Western Wood-Pewee were almost nil. Photo by  

Thomas Ford-Hutchinson 

Only a few days later, the county’s second Eastern Wood-Pewee was also 

at Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery, from 9-12 Jun. It showed clear 

plumage differences from the first bird, including distinctly paler under-

parts and a slight olive tinge to the upperparts. Photo by Jonathan      

Casanova 



 3 

on 7 Jun (SV) and at FRNC on 12 Jun (JR), and single 

Red-eyed Vireos at FRNC on 10 Jun (NT) and in Al-

lied Gardens Community Park on 22 Jun (JB). High-

end vagrant warblers with very few previous spring 

records were well represented: a Magnolia in residen-

tial Point Loma on 9 Jun (LC); an amazing three sin-

gle Bay-breasteds at the San Diego Zoo 7 Jun (TS), at 

FRNC 9 Jun (ND), and along Crest Drive in Encinitas 

23 Jun (SC); an exceptional-in-spring Blackburnian in 

residential Coronado on 13 Jun (CK); a Chestnut-

sided at FRNC on 11-12 Jun (PEL); and an exception-

al-in-spring Black-throated Blue at FRNC on 8-9 Jun 

(PB). Three Tennessee Warblers present in just a two-

block area of residential Point Loma on 1 Jun (LC) 

was exceptional; one had been present since 25 May 

(AA) and two remained through 3 Jun. Another Ten-

nessee was in the Otay River Valley in eastern Chula 

Vista on 4 Jun (JAt) and a late bird was in the La Jolla 

Summit neighborhood on 23-24 Jun (PM), which 

brings the two-month total of Tennessees to a spring-

record nine individuals. 

 

 A Worm-eating Warbler well inland at the San 

Felipe Wildlife Area on 19 Jun (SL) was only the sec-

ond in the county during the past 15 years. Given the 

relatively late date, it is conceivable the bird was at-

tempting to summer somewhere in the area. Possible 

summering status may also be awarded to the Protho-

notary Warbler at University Village Park and adja-

cent residential neighborhood in University City from 

18-24 Jun (KSt). The first summering Prothonotary in 

the county was found in 2022 in Encinitas. More ex-

pected, a Yellow-billed Cuckoo was near Scissors 

Crossing on 16 Jun (NC). A very rare and unseasonal 

Tricolored Heron was on northern Mission Bay 23 Jun 

(PM), and what was likely the same bird was at Los 

Peñasquitos Lagoon 25 Jun and then back at northern 

Mission Bay on 2 Jul+ (OM). 

 

Late-spring strays that are of almost annual 

occurrence included an American Redstart in residen-

tial Point Loma 1 Jun (LC) and single Northern Paru-

las in Tierrasanta 8 Jun (TS) and at Lower Otay Lake 

14-15 Jun (LW). Nine coastal Summer Tanagers (AA, 

LC, JMcM, GN, JR, JB) included single late birds at 

FRNC 28 Jun (DT), the San Diego Zoo 28 Jun (NK), 

and the Bird & Butterfly Garden 29 Jun (RJi). An In-

digo Bunting was at FRNC from 5-9 Jun (GN), and a 

singing male inland along lower Kitchen Creek Road 

on 14 Jun (MD) may have been on territory. Five ad-

ditional Rose-breasted Grosbeaks during early June 

This potential first-county Alder Flycatcher was present alongside the first 

Eastern Wood-Pewee at Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery on 5 Jun. It 

shows multiple characters that may differentiate it from brighter, “eastern” 

Willow Flycatchers such as the olive-green back contrasting with darkish 

gray head, distinct pale wingbars and tertial edges, complete circular 

white eyering, and probably slightly shorter bill. Unfortunately, the bird 

remained silent. Photo by Nick Thorpe 

This Yellow-green Vireo at the San Diego Zoo from 24-26 Jun was a 

huge surprise and establishes just the second summer record for the 

county. Note the yellow-green upperparts, extensive yellow sides and 

neck, paler bill, and more muted face pattern compared to a Red-eyed 

Vireo. Photo by Trent Stanley 
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(three coastal, one valleys, one desert; JAt, AH, NT, 

CW, BLS) and one in the mountains along Sunrise 

Highway on 21 Jun (JMcL) brings the May-June 2024 

county total to a lofty 20 individuals. A Laughing Gull 

along the Silver Strand on 25 Jun (BSp) brings the 

2024 total to a record eight individuals. 

 

Continuing miscellaneous rarities included up 

to two hybrid American X Black Oystercatchers be-

tween Cabrillo National Monument and the Mission 

Bay jetties through 9 Jun (m.obs) and a single bird at 

La Jolla seen very sporadically through 29 Jun (v.obs). 

The pair of Harris’s Hawks were likely nesting in 

Jacumba (PEL). A Downy X Nuttall’s Woodpecker 

continued in Mission Valley through 29 Jun (BSp). A 

long-staying Neotropic Cormorant was still at the San 

Diego River mouth/Famosa Slough area through 29 

Jun (v.obs), as were up to four at Lake Murray 

through 21 Jun+ (MS, TH), with likely one of these 

same birds nearby at Chollas Reservoir from 4-6 Jun 

(BW). Possibly different was one along the San Diego 

River near the San Diego Mission 13-17 Jun (BW). 

Clearly different were the five Neotropics at Lake Mo-

rena 19 May-3 Jun (MS) and the one at Lake 

Cuyamaca 3-6 Jun (TH). At least one American Bit-

tern continued at the east end of San Elijo Lagoon 

through 10 Jun (v.obs). The returning male Indigo 

Bunting in the Bird & Butterfly Garden area since 24 

Apr was still present nearby through 22 Jun+ (v.obs). 

 

Western migrants or presumed migrants that 

were getting late included a desert Western Flycatcher 

at Borrego Springs 10 Jun (NC), a Barn Swallow there 

8 Jun (RT), a Swainson’s Thrush at FRNC 11 Jun 

(JB), and a Lark Sparrow in Wing Street Canyon 31 

May-2 Jun (DR). A Western Wood-Pewee in Coro-

nado on 22 Jun (PEL) was very late. 

 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo is a very rare visitor along the coastal slope. This 

bird was along the San Luis Rey River in Oceanside on 7 Jun. Photo by 

Sally Veach 

One of two Red-eyed Vireos found this month, this individual was in 

Allied Gardens on 22 Jun. Photo by Dean Budd 
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 Two singing male Bay-breasted Warblers in early June were casual late-spring vagrants and a real surprise. The first was at 

the San Diego Zoo on 7 Jun (left), the second was at Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery on 9 Jun (right). A third individual 

was in Encinitas in late June. Photos by Nancy Christensen (left) and Nicole Desnoyers (right) 

Strictly casual anywhere in the West during spring, this Black-

throated Blue Warbler frequented Fort Rosecrans National 

Cemetery on 8-9 Jun. Photo by Haim Weizman 

An incredible three Tennessee Warblers were seen in just a two-block 

area of residential Point Loma on 1 Jun. Photo by Luca Cinus 

A huge surprise was this Worm-eating Warbler at the desert edge 

at the San Felipe Wildlife Area on 19 Jun. Given the late date, it is 

possible the bird was summering somewhere locally. Photo by 

Steven Lima 

Another summer surprise was this Prothonotary Warbler visiting 

University Village Park and a nearby bird bath in University City from 

18-24 Jun (here 23 Jun). Photo by Karen Straus 
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Red-breasted Nuthatches lingered near the 

coast into June in unprecedented numbers. Virtually 

all were at sites where the species had wintered. Sin-

gle individuals were found into the first week of the 

month at Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery (LC), res-

idential La Mesa (AW), University City (BSp), Pacific 

Beach (GN), and Torrey Pines State Reserve (RJa). 

Birds remaining into the second week of June were at 

the Bird & Butterfly Garden (JAi), residential Chula 

Vista (two, SS), La Jolla Summit neighborhood (PM), 

and residential Carlsbad (high count of six, JMy). 

Those making it into the third week of June were one 

in Carmel Valley through 15 Jun (DT), one at North-

mont Park in La Mesa through 17 Jun (BW), one at 

Harry Griffen Regional Park through 20 Jun (BW), 

and up to two at Villa La Jolla Park through 21 Jun 

(PM). Still present during the month’s fourth week 

were one at University Village Park in UTC on 24 Jun 

(SV), one in El Cajon on 29 Jun (CKS), and up to two 

at Friendship Park in Chula Vista through 28 Jun+ 

(JB). 

 

 Unprecedented were up to four Pine Siskins at 

feeders in El Cajon. Up to two lingering adults 

through 29 Jun+ were joined by up to two juveniles 

from 31 May-26 Jun (CKS, KSm). Where these juve-

niles hatched remains a mystery, but all plausible ex-

planations are unlikely! A continuing Red Crossbill 

remained late in Carmel Valley through 7 Jun (DAK), 

as did up to four birds in the Stonewall Mine area 

through 2 Jun (v.obs), and a new individual flew over 

residential Point Loma on 11 Jun (PEL). 

 

A pelagic trip on 8 Jun (BVAS) found several 

species that are somewhat unusual at this season, in-

cluding two Red Phalaropes (one in full alternate 

plumage) in the San Diego Trough, a near-adult Para-

sitic Jaeger at the Nine-Mile Bank, a total of three 

Common Murres off Mission Bay, three one-year-old 

Sabine’s Gulls at the 30-Mile Bank, a Common Tern 

at “The Corner,” and two Northern Fulmars in the San 

Diego Trough. An additional murre was off Mission 

Bay on 5 Jun (ML), a southbound fly-by at La Jolla on 

15 Jun (PEL) was slightly early, whereas four south-

bound birds there on 26 Jun (PEL) was a more typical 

Very rare at any time of year, this Tricolored Heron on north Mission Bay 

23 Jun was especially unusual in summer. What was probably the same 

bird relocated to Los Peñasquitos Lagoon 25 Jun and then was back at 

Mission Bay 2 Jul+. Photo by Charlie Jackson 

Red-breasted Nuthatches lingered at multiple sites in the coastal lowlands 

well into June, including up to six birds in residential Carlsbad (here 9 

Jun). Photo by Jane Mygatt 

Unusual in San Diego waters during June, this alternate-plumaged Red 

Phalarope, along with a more typical basic-plumaged bird, was in the 

San Diego Trough on 8 Jun. Photo by Dan Jehl 
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start date for their near-annual summer mini-surge. 

This season’s sole Pigeon Guillemot flew south past 

La Jolla on 27 Jun (PM), the expected time and place. 

Two basic-plumaged Pacific Loons flying north past 

La Jolla on 19 Jun (PM, PEL) were slightly late for 

birds still on the move, although such migrant non-

breeders do occur regularly into mid-June. A count of 

9-12 Pelagic Cormorants at La Jolla between 19-22 

Jun (PEL, PM) is a new high count for summer. None 

were in full breeding condition, and this species has 

never been documented nesting in the county. 

 

A Red-breasted Merganser in Borrego Springs 

from 8-30 Jun+ (RT) was unusual well inland at any 

season and especially so in June. Some early June rec-

ords of this species probably represent late spring mi-

grants. Very unusual in summer, an injured gambelii 

White-crowned Sparrow was forced to linger along 

the Sweetwater River in Spring Valley 12 Jun (CV), 

whereas another gambelii nearby in residential El Ca-

jon on 26 Jun (CKS) appeared mostly healthy. A sing-

ing Warbling Vireo in Rose Canyon 15 Jun (CB) was 

presumably a rare southerly bird on territory. The only 

territorial Swainson’s Thrushes in South County were 

two singing along the San Diego River west of Mast 

Park 16 Jun (PEL, TH). 

 

Far more than the usual number of Bonaparte’s 

Gulls lingered to mid-June, with a high of 17 at the 

South San Diego Bay Salt Works on 4 Jun (MS), as 

well as two more elsewhere on San Diego Bay and 

five between Mission Bay and Oceanside. Only a few 

remained into late June. Totals for some of the other 

summering (nonbreeding) waterbirds in the San Diego 

Bay area during June included 2 Brant, 90 Eared 

Grebes (although only a third as many after early 

June, as is typical), 6 Ring-billed Gulls (high; plus up 

to 5 at Oceanside where regular), 1 Glaucous-winged 

Gull (early June only), 3 Reddish Egrets (plus one at 

the San Diego River mouth), 92 Black-bellied Plovers, 

62 Semipalmated Plovers (plus 16 on Mission Bay), 3 

Ruddy Turnstones, 2 Black Turnstones, 19 Red Knots, 

125 Western Sandpipers, 40 Short-billed Dowitchers, 

4 Greater Yellowlegs (low), and 1 Red-necked Phala-

rope. Small numbers of several of our most expected 

summering shorebirds (e.g., Black-bellied Plover, 

Marbled Godwit, Willet, Greater Yellowlegs) were 

also present at several sites between Mission Bay and 

Batiquitos Lagoon. More unusual were single inland 

Bonaparte’s Gulls at Dixon Lake 2 Jun (GA) and Lake 

Morena 3 Jun (MS). Summering scoter and loon num-

bers countywide were quite low, although the former 

included a high single-flock Surf Scoter count of 99 

Three one-year-old Sabine’s Gulls at the 30-Mile Bank on 8 Jun were 

unseasonal. There are relatively few records of birds in this plumage 

from San Diego waters. Photo by Ted Keyel 

Unprecedented during summer in the San Diego County desert, this  

Red-breasted Merganser braved the elements in Borrego Springs from  

8-30 Jun+. Photo by Robert Thériault 
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birds off the Tijuana River mouth 1 Jun (NT). Much 

more unusual inland, a basic-plumaged Common 

Loon was at Lake Sutherland from 18 May-10 Jun 

(SL) and four were at Lake Morena on 3 Jun (MS). 

An alternate-plumaged Common Loon at a wide spot 

on the San Diego River near the Mission on 1 Jun 

(BW) was presumably a late migrant that had picked 

an unusual location to put down. Inland loons are typi-

cally found at large lakes. An Eared Grebe in Borrego 

Springs on 22 Jun (RT) was very rare for the desert in 

summer. 

 

Miscellaneous rare unseasonal waterfowl in-

cluded up to two Blue-winged Teal at Famosa Slough/ 

San Diego River mouth from 18 May-29 Jun+ (IS), a 

Ring-necked Duck at Santee Lakes through 28 Jun 

(v.obs), a Lesser Scaup on Mission Bay from 13-15 

Jun (JB), a Bufflehead in Carmel Valley on 30 Jun 

(HZ), and the long-staying (since July 2023) Common 

Merganser at Lake Cuyamaca through 21 Jun (m.obs). 

As usual, several Red-breasted Mergansers were 

found summering along the coast, but an adult male 

on South San Diego Bay from 7-18 Jun (CD) was 

more unusual. 

 

One or two first-year male Summer Tanagers 

apparently on territory along Cottonwood and La 

Posta Creeks off Buckman Springs Road from 2-12 

Jun (SL) were in appropriate nesting habitat but where 

not previously known to breed. Long-eared 

Owls were documented nesting in the San 

Felipe Valley on 20 Jun (MS). A desert pair 

of Cassin’s Kingbirds continued at the Road-

runner Club in Borrego Springs from Decem-

ber through 27 Jun+ (PEL, RT). A Lesser 

Nighthawk in residential Point Loma on 15 

Jun (JP) was an unseasonal coastal wanderer. 

 

Post-breeding dispersal of birds away from 

known nesting areas is already underway dur-

ing the first half of June. Examples this sea-

son included a juvenile Vermilion Flycatcher 

at Harry Griffen Regional Park on 2 Jun 

(BW), an adult Vermilion at Jacumba on 4 

Jun (PEL), an adult Great Blue Heron moving east to 

west past Jacumba on 12 Jun (PEL), and a Yellow 

Warbler in residential Rolando Park on 25 Jun (BW). 

An eastward-dispersing adult Red-shouldered Hawk at 

Borrego Springs on 27 Jun (RT) was early. 

 

 True “fall” migration commenced on 14 Jun 

with the arrival of three alternate-plumaged Willets at 

the J Street mudflats (PEL). This ties the early arrival 

date for the county, although the first of the returning 

birds appear regularly just a few days later. A one-

year-old Common Tern at Emory Cove on South San 

Diego Bay 22 Jun+ (PEL) was a slightly early arrival. 

 

 

Acknowledgments:  Many thanks to Sara B. Mayers 

and Guy McCaskie for their careful review. 

 

Cited observers:  Observers listed are limited to those 

finding and identifying each species. Some sightings 

reported to eBird are included without specific attribu-

tion. Alex Abela, Johanna Alpert (JAt), Joe Alsadi 

(JAi), Gavin Aquila, Peter Beck, Chad Brack, John 

Bruin, Buena Vista Audubon Society sponsored pe-

lagic trip, Steve Cameron, Nancy Christensen, Luca 

Cinus, Mark Daly, Nicole Desnoyers, Colin Dilling-

ham, Alison Hiers, Terry Hurst, Robert James (RJa), 

R. Jimenez (RJi), Christina Kidd, Dan A. King, Nicole 

This alternate-plumaged Common Loon was a late-spring surprise along the San Diego 

River near the Mission on 1 Jun. Almost all inland records are from larger lakes. Photo 

by Barbara Wise 
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Koeltzow, Paul E. Lehman, Max Leibowitz, Steven 

Lima, Curtis A. Marantz, Josh McLaughlin (JMcL), 

Kris McMillan, Jimmy McMorran (JMcM), Oscar 

Moss, Paul Mulholland, Jane Mygatt (JMy), Gary 

Nunn, Jim Pawlicki, Jim Roberts, Dawn Rucker, Matt 

Sadowski, Silvia Scheibli, Britta Lee Shain (BLS), 

Karen Smart (KSm), Bridget Spencer (BSp), Trent 

Stanley, Christopher K. Staurovsky, Karen Straus 

(KSt), Ian Swirka, Robert Thériault, Nick Thorpe, Da-

vid Trissel, Sally Veach, Caleb Villar, Adam Walleyn, 

Catheryn Werth, Laura Whitaker, Barbara Wise, and 

Hanna Zhao. 

 

m.obs = many observers 

v.obs = various observers 
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JOIN SDFO 

 

Dues per calendar year: $25.00 per individual plus $10.00 

for each additional person in the same household.  

 

You may pay electronically using PayPal or credit card 

through our website on the Membership page: 

https://sandiegofieldornithologists.org/membership/ 

 

Or you may pay by check: MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE 

TO SDFO and mail or give check to Membership Chair: 

Eve Martin, 1155 Camino del Mar, Suite 102, Del Mar, CA 

92014.  

 

 

Visit our website at 

www.sandiegofieldornithologists.org 
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