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SDFO NEWS 

 

MONTHLY MEETING 

 Monday, December 11, at 6:00 p.m. Please join us IN PERSON for our annual Holiday gathering. 

 Food, friends, and a review of the past year of birds in San Diego: who could ask for more? Food will 

 be the traditional cold cuts, cheeses, fruits, etc., that we have had in past years. People who would like 

 to help set up the tables and chairs meet at 5:00 p.m. Social gathering at 5:30 p.m. Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 

 Presentation at 6:30 p.m. (we will try to have the presentation on Zoom for those who cannot attend). 

 Clean-up must be completed before 8:00 p.m. Location: Nobel Recreation Center, 8810 Judicial 

 Drive, San Diego. From Nobel Drive, turn north onto Judicial Drive (signal). Then a left turn onto Re-

 search Place (signal). In the parking area, go left all the way to the end of the parking area; the recrea-

 tion center is the last building.  

 

 Next month’s meeting: Tuesday, January 16, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. This will be a ZOOM meeting as     

 usual. Program: Eric Ripma will discuss “Costa Rica: Raptor Migration.” 

 

2023 CBC SCHEDULE 

 Saturday, December 16 - San Diego - Please sign up at this link 

 Sunday  Dec 17 Anza Borrego - Shannon McNeil (Shannon.McNeil@parks.ca.gov) 

 Monday Dec 18  Lake Henshaw - Chris Staurovsky (1stlbirdman@mail.com) 

 Friday December 29 Oceanside - Patti Langen(patti.langenzoo@gmail.com) 

 Saturday Dec 30 Escondido - Jim Beckman (jbeckman@dslextreme.com) & Ken 

 Weaver (gnatcatcher@sbcglobal.net) 

 Friday, January 5, 2024 Rancho Santa Fe – Robert Patton (rpatton@san.rr.com) 
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SDFO NEWS [cont.] 

 2024 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

 Membership renewals for 2024 are being accepted now. Annual membership is $25.00 for single plus 

 $10.00 for each additional person in the same household. New this year, you may pay electronically 

 using PayPal or credit card through our website on the Membership page: 

   https://sandiegofieldornithologists.org/membership/   

 You may also pay the traditional way by check. Please make out your checks to SDFO. Checks may be 

 sent to: Eve Martin, 1155 Camino Del Mar, Suite 102, Del Mar, CA 92014. 

 

SDFO NEW YEAR’S DAY PELAGIC TRIP 

 SDFO is planning a short pelagic trip for January 1, 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Participants should plan to 
 arrive by 7:00 a.m. The reservations will be open to members and their guests at a cost of $65.00 each. 
 On Dec. 21 the price goes up to $80 each and will be open to the general public to purchase tickets as 
 well. We will limit participation to 60 people. This pelagic outing is a private charter of the Legacy out 
 of Seaforth Landing on Mission Bay, so all payments need to be sent to our Membership Chair, Eve 
 Martin. Please include the name of each person for whom you are purchasing a ticket. Because this is a 
 private charter, we pay for the full price of the boat whether it is empty or full. For this reason, refunds 
 will only be issued if the trip is canceled by the captain or landing. Checks may be sent to: Eve Martin, 
 1155 Camino Del Mar, Suite 102, Del Mar, CA 92014. Please contact  

  Nancy Christensen  (president@sandiegofieldornithologists.org )  

  or Eve Martin  (membership@sandiegofieldornithologists.org)  

 if you have any questions. Feel free to save a stamp  and include your membership dues at the same 
 time! As all attendees are paying participants, we will need volunteers to help with chumming, an
 nouncing and Ebird!  
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SAN DIEGO COUNTY BIRD OBSERVATIONS, NOVEMBER 2023 

 

Compiled by Paul E. Lehman 

 November’s top discoveries included the 

county’s second Louisiana Waterthrush at the Santa 

Ysabel Preserve East near Julian on 5 Nov (SL). De-

spite the bird frequenting what appeared to be ap-

propriate wintering habitat, there were no definitive 

reports after that initial date. The only prior record 

was of a wintering bird on the UCSD campus in ear-

ly 1990. The same observer also watched a Sandhill 

Crane flying overhead near Lakeside, heading to the 

sw, on 9 Nov (SL). Presumably the same bird was 

then discovered and set up shop in the Tijuana R. 

channel near Dairy Mart from 11 Nov-1 Dec+ (DH), 

much to the enjoyment of many observers. An 

American Tree Sparrow in ne Balboa Park on 23 Nov 

(JTS) was the first in the county since 1999. 

Several high-quality returning birds included 

the Little Stint at the South San Diego Bay Salt Works 

for its sixth year, from 16 Oct-1 Dec+ (MSa), and the 

transient Wood Stork at the Safari Park for its fourth 

year—and the latest fall occurrence by a full month—

from 19-23 Nov (EJ). A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was 

back for its eighth year (although not reported last 

winter) in the Poggi Cr. area of Chula Vista from 26 

Nov-2 Dec+ (DT). A Thick-billed Kingbird in the Ti-

juana R. Valley was back for its second year from 29 

Oct-29 Nov (PMa). Up to three Nelson’s Sparrows at 

Crown Pt., Mission Bay, from 17 Nov-1 Dec+ (BT) 

likely involved at least some returning bird(s) that are 

seen there somewhat regularly on the late fall and win-

ter high tides. A female Hepatic Tanager was at San 

Dieguito County Park in Solana Beach for its third 

year, from 31 Oct-12 Nov (PLa, SV); it has the some-

Establishing only the second county record, this Louisiana Waterthrush was 
at the Santa Ysabel Preserve East near Julian on 5 Nov. Photo by Steven 

Lima 

This Sandhill Crane in the Tijuana River channel near Dairy 
Mart from 11 Nov-1 Dec+ established approximately the 
ninth county record during the past 50 years and was likely 
the same individual seen two days earlier near Lakeside. 
Photo by Nathan French 
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what odd habit of being findable only during October-

November and again in March-April but disappears 

for the intervening three or four months. A new fe-

male Hepatic Tanager was in residential Pt. Loma on 

15 Nov (PEL). 

The female Broad-billed Hummingbird in the 

Golden Hill neighborhood of San Diego remained 

from 9 Oct-2 Dec+ (LW) and was joined by a young 

male on 28-29 Nov (SA, CC), and another new male 

was in Coronado from 24-30 Nov+ (CK). This brings 

the season total of Broad-billeds to an amazing eight 

individuals. Two separate Dusky-capped Flycatchers 

were discovered on 26 Nov, with one at Kate O. Ses-

sions Park in Pacific Beach (GN) and the other inland 

in residential Escondido (MW), the 13th and 14th 

county records. The Kate Sessions bird was still pre-

sent 30 Nov+. A Prothonotary Warbler was in residen-

tial Leucadia on 10 Nov (JMcM), and a Prairie War-

bler was in Del Mar on 14 Nov (SBu). A “Yellow” 

Palm Warbler (S. p. hypochrysea) in Wing Street Can-

yon on Pt. Loma 23 Nov (MH) establishes the 11th 

record for San Diego County. A Grace’s Warbler con-

tinued at Point Loma Nazarene University from 21 

Oct-3 Nov (NT), one returned for its sixth winter to 

Crest Dr. in Encinitas from 19-28 Nov+ (PGN), and a 

real surprise was another Grace’s in the mountains 

along Los Huecos Rd. on 7 Nov (MSe). There are pri-

or Grace’s recorded from the San Gabriel Mts. in Los 

Angeles County in late November and one that clearly 

over-wintered. A Painted Redstart returned for its fifth 

winter to Tierrasanta from 9-28 Nov (PEL), and a new 

bird was at Western Hills Park in Bay Park from 8-11 

Nov (JB). 

 Other good finds this month included a south-

bound Ancient Murrelet at La Jolla 24 Nov (PMu), 

single Laughing Gulls at the Salt Works 7 Nov (PEL) 

and off Oceanside 28 Nov (BSt), a Franklin’s Gull at J 

St. in Chula Vista 30 Nov+ (DH), and a Lesser Black-

backed Gull at Lower Otay Lake 17 Nov (PEL). A 

total of at least three different Masked and Masked/

Nazca Boobies were seen on several dates between 18 

Oct-27 Nov, some 5.2-6.4 mi. off Pt. Loma and Mis-

sion Bay (DP, PEL, v.obs), with two or more being 

Masked and one or more a Masked/Nazca. A Red-

This American Tree Sparrow in northeastern Balboa Park on 23 Nov 
was a big hit and was the first to be found in the county since 1999. 
Photo by Mel Senac 

Back for its eighth year to the Poggi Creek area in Chula Vista, this Scis-
sor-tailed Flycatcher was present from 26 Nov+. Photo by Andrew New-
mark 

A photographic first for San Diego County, this group of three Nelson’s 
Sparrows were at Crown Point on Mission Bay during high tides be-
tween 17 Nov-1 Dec+. Photo by Jonathan Casanova 
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footed Booby was 4.5 mi. off Mission Bay 8 Nov 

(TB). Single Eastern Phoebes in the Tijuana R. Valley 

on 3 Nov (PEL) and in the desert at Vallecito on 17 

Nov (BLS) were presumably through-migrants, but 

one in the City Heights neighborhood of San Diego 

from 12-25 Nov+ (BW) was returning for its fourth 

winter. A flock of 10+ Red Crossbills were in Pacific 

Beach on 23 Nov (GN). Single Lark Buntings were at 

Jacumba from 2-25 Nov (PEL), at Whelan Lake on 17 

Nov (SV), and in Imperial Beach 28 Nov (DT). This 

brings this season’s total to a lofty five individuals. 

Very rarely detected as a migrant, a Grasshopper Spar-

row was at Olive Grove Park in Clairemont on 8 Nov 

(BSp). A Swamp Sparrow was at Jacumba on 11 Nov 

(PEL). A Lucy’s Warbler turned up at the San Diego 

Zoo on 3 Nov (TS), a Blackburnian Warbler was at 

Lake Murray from 7-28 Nov+ (BSt), and single Chest-

nut-sided Warblers were in Encinitas from 12-14 Nov 

(KF) and in Mission Valley on 30 Nov (PEL). A Neo-

tropic Cormorant at the San Diego R. mouth from 31 

Oct-17 Nov (MH) was probably one of the three birds 

last seen there in late August. Short-eared Owls occur 

rarely but somewhat regularly only at Fiesta I., around 

South San Diego Bay, and at the Tijuana R. Estuary, 

thus one flying over Carlsbad on 9 Nov (TG) was un-

expected. 

 Four Cackling Geese of the very rare subspe-

cies minima continued at Sweetwater Reservoir from 

29 Oct-2 Dec+ (PEL). A small number of White-

winged and Black Scoters were seen along the coast 

between La Jolla and Border Field State Park (m.obs). 

A southbound Long-tailed Duck was at La Jolla 24 

Nov (NC). Up to three Pacific Golden-Plovers contin-

ued in the area bounded by the Salt Works, Silver 

Strand, and the Tijuana R. mouth (m.obs). Up to five 

Harris’s Hawks continued at both Shelter Valley and 

Jacumba (v.obs). Up to three Zone-tailed Hawks in the 

Safari Park/Escondido area (EL) were expected, as 

were singles near Ramona from 9-25 Nov (BC) and at 

Lake Poway from 14-28 Nov (SL). Singles were also 

reported around Lake Cuyamaca from 14 Oct-1 Dec 

Back for its third year at San Dieguito County Park, from 31 Oct-12 Nov 
(here 8 Nov), this female Hepatic Tanager can prove elusive. Photo by 
Van Pierszalowski 

This Prothonotary Warbler visited a Leucadia backyard on 10 Nov. Pho-
to by Jimmy McMorran 

“Yellow” Palm Warbler is a casual subspecies in the West. This individual 
in Wing Street Canyon on 23 Nov established the 11th county record. Note 
the extensive yellow underparts and supercilium, and rufous crown and 
wash to upperparts. Photo by Michelle Haglund 
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(RB) and at Pine Valley on 9 Nov (JMcC).  More unu-

sual was one in the Tijuana R. Valley on 22 Nov (TB). 

Up to two Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were in Ramona 

2-4 Nov (NC) and singles were at Guajome Regional 

Park 2-21 Nov (SV), at Santee Lakes 15 Nov (BM), 

and at the San Diego Botanic Garden in Encinitas 27-

29 Nov (SES). Single “Yellow-shafted” Northern 

Flickers were in San Ysidro on 3 Nov (PEL) and at 

Jamul on 25 Nov (JMa). Up to three Lapland Long-

spurs continued at Fiesta I. and Crown Pt. from 28 Oct

Above: A true November surprise in the mountains was this Grace’s 

Warbler along Los Huecos Road on 7 Nov. Photo by Mel Senac  

Right: This Eastern Phoebe along Monument Rd. in the Tijuana River 
Valley on 3 Nov was presumably a through-migrant rather than a locally 
wintering bird. Photo by Tito Gonzalez 

 
A healthy total of five Lark Buntings were found this fall, including a likely 
wintering bird at Jacumba from 2-25 Nov (left) and an individual border-
ing the Tijuana Estuary in Imperial Beach on 28 Nov (right). Photos by 
Barbara Wise (left) and David Trissel (right) 
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-27 Nov (PEL, JS), and singles were at 

Robb Field 3 Nov (JB) and in the Tijuana 

R. Valley 3-26 Nov (PEL). Single dark-

lored White-crowned Sparrows were at 

Jacumba 2-16 Nov, in National City 4 

Nov, and in the Tijuana R. Valley 7 Nov 

(PEL). Single Orchard Orioles were at 

Kimball Park in National City on 26 Nov 

(PEL), at Doyle Park in UTC on 26 Nov 

(BSp), and in southern La Jolla on 28 

Nov (PEL). An adult male Baltimore Ori-

ole was enjoyed by many at San Dieguito 

County Park from 1-8 Nov (BF), and a 

female Baltimore at Rohr Park from 13-

26 Nov (PEL) was returning for at least 

its second year. An above-average six 

Tennessee Warblers and four “Western” 

Palm Warblers were discovered during 

November (v.obs). 

 Better-than-average coverage of 

the mountains failed to produce any lin-

gering or new Clark’s Nutcrackers, but 

Evening Grosbeaks were discovered, 

with eight at Agua Dulce on 4 Nov (PMu) 

and one near Lake Cuyamaca from 11 

Nov-2 Dec (JA). Single Pacific Wrens turned up at 

their two county hot-spots: Agua Dulce from 5-14 

Nov (DP) and Doane Valley Nature Trail on Palomar 

Mt. from 11-15 Nov (BSp). A new Varied Thrush was 

at Agua Dulce 10 Nov (NT). A single Red Crossbill 

was on Palomar Mt. 25 Nov (eBird), with small flocks 

thereafter at Agua Dulce and Lake Cuyamaca (DT). A 

Hammond’s Flycatcher at Agua Dulce on 5 Nov and 

single Hermit Warblers at the Santa Ysabel Preserve 

East on 5 Nov (eBird) and at Agua Dulce on 19 Nov 

(SM) were all getting a bit late at those elevations, as 

was a Cassin’s Kingbird at Jacumba through 25 Nov 

(PEL). A Wilson’s Warbler at the Santa Ysabel Pre-

serve East on 25 Nov (MSa) was very late in the 

mountains. 

Casual onshore, a Sabine’s Gull was at the Salt 

Works and Silver Strand on 1 Nov (DT, BSp). Much 

rarer in fall than in spring, a flock of about 40 Surf 

Scoters was at Lake Henshaw on 24 Nov (DK). An 

inland Short-billed Gull was at Lower Otay Lake on 

17 Nov (PEL). Coastal-slope Common Ground Doves 

are almost never found away from the few sites where 

they persist. Some such reports have turned out to in-

volve casual Ruddy Ground Doves. One Common was 

present at San Dieguito County Park from 6-26 Nov 

(LR) and another was at Kearny Mesa Community 

Park on 17 Nov (BSp). Rare or very rare near the 

coast, a Band-tailed Pigeon was at UCSD on 20 Nov 

Adult male Baltimore Orioles are always crowd pleasers, which was certainly the case with 
this bird at San Dieguito County Park from 1-8 Nov (here 1 Nov). Photo by Beth Fife 

Coastal Common Ground Doves are found only casually away from the 
very few known sites where resident. Thus, this bird at San Dieguito 
County Park from 6-26 Nov (here 6 Nov) was most unusual. Photo by 
Lisa Ruby 
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(PMu), a Ferruginous Hawk was in the Tijuana R. 

Valley on 10 Nov (PEL), an Acorn Woodpecker was 

in residential Pt. Loma on 8 Nov (PEL), and a Sage 

Thrasher continued at Fiesta I. from 30 Oct-3 Nov 

(NC), with another along the Chula Vista bayfront on 

25 Nov (SK). Unusual in the lowlands, Golden-

crowned Kinglets were detected in Tierrasanta on 8 

Nov (AE) and in San Marcos on 14 Nov (GA). 

Totals for some of our more regular scarce and 

vagrant species included three coastal White-winged 

Doves, five Tropical Kingbirds, four Gray Flycatch-

ers, 14 Plumbeous Vireos, four Clay-colored Spar-

rows, 13 White-throated Sparrows, six Northern Wa-

terthrushes (all likely wintering), 13 Black-and-white 

Warblers, five American Redstarts, and 25 Summer 

Tanagers. 

An exceptionally late Black-chinned Hum-

mingbird at feeders in Tierrasanta on 3 Nov (PEL) 

established the first November record for the county. 

Also very late was the Solitary Sandpiper at Whelan 

Lake from 15-24 Nov+ (EM, CM). Other tardy spe-

cies included single nighthawks (presumably Lessers) 

at Fiesta I. on 9 Nov (NT) and in the Tijuana R. Val-

ley on 12 Nov (SG), single Swainson’s Hawks at the 

Safari Park on 11 Nov (NC, JP) and in Carlsbad on 19 

Nov (JMy), a Western Kingbird in the Tijuana R. Val-

ley on 1 Nov (PEL), and a Northern Rough-winged 

Swallow at Mira Mesa on 5 Nov (BSp). At least some 

of the up to eight Vaux’s Swifts in downtown San Di-

ego through 30 Nov (NT, NF) were likely 

attempting to winter locally.An unseasonal, 

freshly dead Scripps’s Murrelet at Cardiff 

State Beach on 30 Nov (SBr) was probably 

a very early “returning” bird.   Up to 16 Yel-

low-headed Blackbirds on Otay Mesa from 

13-16 Nov (DJ) was a good count anywhere 

in the county. 

 

 

Acknowledgments:  Many thanks to Sara B. 

Mayers and Guy McCaskie for their careful 

review. 

 

Cited observers:  Observers listed are limited to those 

finding and identifying each species. Some sightings 
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tion. Sylvia Afable, Gavin Aquila, Jenna Asperslag, 

Rod Barbo, Tom Baxter, Steve Brad (SBr), John Bru-

in, Sean Buchanan (SBu), Butch Carter, Cynthia Case, 

Nancy Christensen, Audrey E., Beth Fife, Kyle Fisch-

er, Nathan French, Stephen Gabbert, Tito Gonzalez, 

Michelle Haglund, Dan Hayes, Dan Jehl, Elizabeth 

Jones, Christina Kidd, Denise Kowal, Shobak 

Kythakyapuzha, Patti Langen (PLa), Paul E. Lehman, 

Steven Lima, Eric Lutomski, Eve Martin, John Martin 

(JMa), Paul Marvin (PMa), Joey McCracken (JMcC), 

Jimmy McMorran (JMcM), Shawn Miller, Charlotte 

Morris, Paul Mulholland (PMu), Brennan Mulrooney, 

Jane Mygatt (JMy), P. Gretchen Nell, Gary Nunn, 

James Pike, Davis Provan, Lisa Ruby, Matt Sadowski 

(MSa), Mel Senac (MSe), Britta Lee Shain, Susan E. 

Smith, Bridget Spencer (BSp), Justyn T. Stahl, Trent 

Stanley, Brandon Stidum (BSt), Jeremiah Stock, Nick 

Thorpe, David Trissel, Bill Tweet, Sally Veach, Lind-

say Willrick, Barbara Wise, and Mike Wittmer. 

 

m.obs = many observers 

v.obs = various observers 

 

This Black-chinned Hummingbird at feeders in Tierrasanta on 3 Nov was exceptionally 
late. Note the dull crown, facial pattern, lightly stippled throat, and light buffy flanks. 
Photo by Paul E. Lehman 
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JOIN SDFO 

 
Dues per calendar year: $25.00 per individual plus 
$10.00 for each additional person in the same house-
hold.  
 

You may pay electronically using PayPal or credit 
card through our website on the Membership page: 
https://sandiegofieldornithologists.org/membership/ 
 

Or you may pay by check: MAKE CHECKS PAYA-
BLE TO SDFO and mail or give check to Member-
ship Chair: Eve Martin, 1155 Camino del Mar, Suite 
102, Del Mar, CA 92014.  
 

 

Visit our website at 
 

www.sandiegofieldornithologists.org 
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