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SDFO NEWS 

 

Monthly Meeting 

 Tuesday, April 18, at 6:00 p.m. This will be a virtual meeting, using the Zoom app, which you can 

 download beforehand. Members will receive an email invitation with directions to click on a link, 

 which will open a window in the Zoom app, and you can join the meeting. If you have never used 

 Zoom before, you will be asked to download the application for Zoom.  You do NOT need to “sign 

 up” for Zoom, just download the application.  It is best to use a desktop or laptop computer, as their 

 larger screen is preferable to a phone or notepad device. 

 Program: Program Chair Rick Grove is still arranging a speaker for this month’s program. Check us out 

 on Tuesday—it’ll be a surprise! 

 Next month’s meeting: Tuesday, May 16, same time, same place. Program to be determined. 

A Cautionary Tale 

 Alison Hiers posted this anecdote to the SanDiegoRegionBirding online forum recently:  

 Yesterday at the Borrego Springs WSP we were listening to various bird calls/songs and decided for 

 grins to see what Merlin would have to say.  So we started the app and in a minute or so a thrasher 

 started calling.  We thought Crissal.  Looked at Merlin and it said Crissal.  Cool.  Soon the thrasher 

 sounded a bit different than what we were used to.  We looked at Merlin and it now added 

 Bendire's.  We thought:  no way.  As the thrasher sang again, Merlin said Sage Tharsher!  Now we 

 knew the jig was up.  It was a Mockingbird mimicking every other thrasher call it knew and maybe a 

 few other birds tunes as well.  We ventured out into the brush and found it.  Beware of those country 

 Mockingbirds—and Merlin!  
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SAN DIEGO COUNTY BIRD OBSERVATIONS, MARCH 2023 

 

Compiled by Paul E. Lehman 

 A Parakeet Auklet was found along the outer 

edge of the Nine-Mile Bank, 12.5 mi. WSW of the tip 

of Pt. Loma, on 19 Mar (PEL). It established the first 

record of a live bird in San Diego County waters, and 

also the southernmost record for the Pacific Coast. 

The only previous county record involved three 

beached specimens (one preserved) near La Jolla in 

January 1937. 

A Wilson’s Plover in a closed section of Bor-

der Field State Park on 20 Mar (LS, MS) was the first 

to be found in the county since 2015. It also set a new 

early date by several days. An immature Broad-

winged Hawk was photographed at the Bird & Butter-

fly Garden in the Tijuana River Valley on 17 Mar 

(ER). This bird was probably a very early, casual 

spring migrant, although we cannot rule out its having 

wintered somewhere locally. The approximately ten 

previous county records in spring are from the more 

expected period of April and May. It is a unique event 

to have chaseable Manx Shearwaters from shore, but 

that indeed occurred with up to two individuals pre-

sent in a very large feeding aggregation of Black-

vented Shearwaters just off the beach in Del Mar on 9-

10 Mar (PEL). More expected, an offshore Manx was 

photographed from a whale-watch boat 6.7 mi. off 

Ocean Beach on 7 Mar (HY). A Brown Thrasher was 

discovered in Sorrento Valley on 7 Mar (KF) but 

could not be relocated. A Lapland Longspur at Robb 

Field on 12-13 Mar (MM) was probably a casual 

spring migrant, although it may have wintered locally 

in the nearby Mission Bay area and escaped detection. 

An Ancient Murrelet was at La Jolla on 1 Mar 

(BSt, MS), and a Short-tailed Shearwater was there 

the same day (NT, CAM). A sub-adult Masked Booby 

was photographed approximately five mi. off Ocean 

Beach on 18 Mar (SDWhaleWatch), possibly the 

same, similar-looking bird seen off Pt. Loma on 18 

Feb. Up to two immature Neotropic Cormorants were 

at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park from 26-31 Mar (TF

-H), and a single bird was at Lake Murray from 29 

Mar-1 Apr+ (MS). Since first recorded in the county 

in 2014, this species has been found almost annually. 

Despite the massive invasion of American Robins this 

winter, the sole Varied Thrush found during the sea-

The first live Parakeet Auklet ever found in San Diego County waters 

was 12.5 miles off the tip of Point Loma on 19 Mar. Photos by Barba-

ra Wise 

The first Wilson’s Plover since 2015 was found at Border Field State Park 

on 20 Mar. Photo by Matt Sadowski 
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son was at the San Diego Zoo from 2-5 Mar (TS). A 

Northern Waterthrush in Tecolote Canyon on 23 Mar 

(RW), a Lucy’s Warbler in Coronado/NAS North Is-

land on 4 Mar (PEL), and a Chestnut-sided Warbler in 

Mission Valley from 8 Mar-1 Apr (CP) had all pre-

sumably wintered locally. 

 The celebrity wintering Yellow-billed Loon 

remained on Mission Bay through 15 Mar (m.obs). 

Miscellaneous continuing waterfowl included the re-

turning “Eurasian” Green-winged Teal at J St. in Chu-

la Vista through 15 Mar (LB); the hybrid Eurasian X 

American Wigeon in Borrego Springs through 27 Mar 

(RT); a total of five White-winged and three Black 

Scoters between Imperial Beach and Coronado 

through 28 Mar (v.obs); the Long-tailed Duck on Mis-

sion Bay through 31 Mar+ (m.obs); and three Com-

mon Mergansers in saltwater on San Diego Bay in 

Coronado through 16 Mar (v.obs), two on Mission 

Bay through 28 Mar (v.obs), plus a new Common 

Merganser at Santee Lakes from 4-17 Mar (m.obs). 

The two Inca Doves at the Borrego Springs Resort 

were still present 1 Apr (MW), as was one of the 

White-winged Doves at Poinsettia Park in Carlsbad on 

30 Mar (TGz). The hybrid American X Black Oyster-

catcher continued in La Jolla through 22 Mar (PEL), 

up to two Pacific Golden-Plovers were at the Tijuana 

R. mouth through at least 1 Apr (RTP), and a single 

bird was at the South San Diego Bay Salt Works 

through 17 Mar (MS) and at J Street on 22 Mar 

(same?; DJ). Small numbers of Black-legged Kitti-

wakes continued from shore into early March (v.obs). 

Multiple sightings of Lesser Black-backed Gulls in-

volved two or three different individuals: J St. 17 Dec-

24 Mar (at least two; JD, MS, JP, PEL), Otay Mesa 

Landfill 19 Feb-11 Mar (PEL, DT), and Tijuana R. 

Valley 2 Mar (PEL). Up to three Harris’s Hawks con-

tinued at Shelter Valley through 31 Mar (v.obs), and at 

least one was still in Jacumba through 3 Apr (PEL). At 

least one Zone-tailed Hawk was still at the Safari Park 

on 24 Mar (v.obs), while a new Zone-tailed Hawk was 

seen near Boulevard on 24 Mar (TR). The popular 

Lewis’s Woodpecker at Santee Lakes was still present 

31 Mar+ (m.obs), and the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at 

Harry Griffen Regional Park lingered until 24 Mar 

(EA, NT). 

 Continuing flycatchers from the winter season 

included the Thick-billed Kingbird in the Nestor Park 

area through 18 Mar (DT) and single Tropical King-

birds at NASNI/Coronado through 25 Mar (PEL), 

Robb Field through 22 Mar (m.obs), and in Pacific 

Beach through 16 Mar (GN). The returning Greater 

Pewee was seen in Balboa Park through 13 Mar 

This immature Broad-winged Hawk at the Bird & Butterfly Garden on 17 

Mar was an exceptional find for the date. Photo by Edward Raynor 

Because it wasn’t detected all winter in the well-birded Robb Field area, 

this Lapland Longspur on 12-13 Mar was presumed to be a casual 

spring migrant. Photo by John Bruin 
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(PEL); single Hammond’s Flycatchers were in Uni-

versity City through 22 Mar (BSp), in Balboa Park 

through 15 Mar (MH), and at San Elijo Lagoon 

through 13 Mar (v.obs); and the Eastern Phoebe at 

Whelan Lake remained through 1 Apr (JMy). The Or-

chard Oriole at Crown Pt. on Mission Bay was last 

seen 27 Mar (RC). Rare wintering warblers included 

the Tennessee in Carlsbad through 1 Apr (TGz), the 

Northern Parula in University City through 16 Mar 

(BSp), the returning Grace’s in Encinitas through 14 

Mar (PGN), and a Palm Warbler at San Elijo Lagoon 

seen for only the second time since early January on 

24 Mar (DG, CL). The returning Hepatic Tanager was 

last seen in Tierrasanta on 31 Mar (PEL). 

The record winter totals of White-throated 

Sparrows, Nashville Warblers, Summer Tanagers, and 

lowland Townsend’s Solitaires inched upwards, with 

revised season tallies of 70 White-throats, 26 Nash-

villes, 75 Summers, and 53 solitaires between Decem-

ber and the beginning of April. The previous high 

winter totals included a mere 18 White-throated Spar-

rows and 44 Summer Tanagers! Some 323 American 

White Pelicans at the Salt Works on 3 Mar (RTP) and 

1000 Tree Swallows at Sweetwater Reservoir also on 

3 Mar (PEL) were single-site highs. A flock of 65 

Greater White-fronted Geese high over Bay Park on 

17 Mar (KR) was a large number for spring. A mi-

grant flock of 11 Snow Geese flew over Loma Portal 

on 29 Mar (MH, NF). Moderate numbers of Cassin’s 

Finches and small numbers of Red Crossbills contin-

ued in the mountains. Cassin’s Finches also wandered 

to lower elevations, where casual, with up to three at 

Crest, near El Cajon, between 31 Jan-30 Mar (CZ), a 

total of at least five at Vallecito between early Febru-

ary and 3 Apr (BLS), one near Ranchita on 7 Mar 

(NC), and up to three near the coast in Carlsbad from 

20-28 Mar (JMy). 

March totals for some of our other rare-but-

regular winter visitors included one Gray Flycatcher, 

four Plumbeous Vireos, four Green-tailed Towhees, 

seven Black-and-white Warblers, two American Red-

starts, and three Hermit Warblers. 

Inclement weather in spring will often knock 

down overflying waterbirds onto inland bodies of wa-

ter, although often for only brief periods of time dur-

ing the worst conditions. Poor weather on 20 Mar like-

ly played a role in the appearance of four Surf Scoters, 

a drake Red-breasted Merganser, a Horned Grebe, a 

Whimbrel, and a high count of 360 Double-crested 

Cormorants at Sweetwater Reservoir (PEL, JS); and of 

43 Bonaparte’s Gulls at Lake Murray (BW). During 

rain and wind on 21 Mar, ten Brant landed on the 

Borrego Springs settling ponds (DT), four Surf Sco-

ters were at Rams Hill in Borrego Springs (DA), and a 

flock of 20 Whimbrel were at Borrego Springs (DF, 

This is one of two Neotropic Cormorants present at the San Diego Zoo 

Safari Park near Escondido between 26 Mar-4 Apr. Since 2014, from 

one to several individuals have been found almost annually in the coun-

ty. Photo by Sally Veach 

This Chestnut-sided Warbler was present along the San Diego River in 

Mission Valley from 8 Mar-1 Apr (here 12 Mar). It had undoubtedly 

wintered in the area, as spring vagrants are not expected until after mid

-April. Photo by Nathan French 
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TGt). On the same day, the Surf 

Scoter numbers at Sweetwater Res-

ervoir surged to a single flock of 81 

birds (PF), and two Surf Scoters 

were at Santee Lakes (BM). But 

these birds were outdone that same 

day by the early, storm-related 

flock of six adult Sabine’s Gulls at 

Lake Murray (MS) and a single 

adult Sabine’s at Rams Hill (DA)—

a first record for the San Diego 

County desert. Additional Brant 

were at Borrego Springs from 22-

29 Mar (PA) and near Vallecito on 

30 Mar (BSw), eight more Surf 

Scoters were at Lower Otay Lake 

on 23 Mar (MS), and a single Surf 

was at Lake Murray on 23 Mar 

(MS). 

New all-time early arrival 

dates for San Diego County were set for Least Tern at 

the Tijuana River mouth on 24 Mar+ (RTP) by one 

day, for Purple Martin at Lake Murray on 15 Mar 

(MS) by one day, for Western Tanager (alternate 

male) at Vallecito County Park from 19-27 Mar (DC-

D) by six days, and for Lazuli Bunting at Vallecito on 

20 Mar (BLS) by four days. Two additional migrant 

martins were at the Tijuana River 

Estuary on 21 Mar (SL). A Red-

necked Phalarope at the Salt 

Works on 5 Mar (MS) could have 

been an exceptionally early mi-

grant or have wintered locally and 

escaped detection. Other 

(presumed) early-arriving spring 

migrants included Lesser Night-

hawk at Vallecito County Park on 

11 Mar (AL) and at Lake Murray 

on 29 Mar (MS); single Western 

Kingbirds, all on 4 Mar, at Nes-

tor/Palm City (PEL), Sweetwater 

Reservoir (BH), and 4S Ranch 

near Rancho Bernardo (SB); Cas-

sin’s Vireo in Leucadia on 6 Mar 

(JMc); Warbling Vireo at Agua 

Caliente County Park on 4 Mar (BP); single Green-

tailed Towhees at Agua Caliente County Park 29 Mar 

(BP) and Vallecito County Park 31 Mar (GS); a West-

ern Tanager near Borrego Springs on 30 Mar (BSw); 

and Black-headed Grosbeak in University City on 8 

Mar (BSp). 

Since first found on 22 Dec, the cooperative, immature Yellow-billed Loon on Mission Bay continued 

through 15 Mar and further added to its all-time record total of San Diego County eBird reports! Photo 

by Haim Weizman 

This male “Eurasian” Green-winged Teal returned for its fourth year to the J Street, Chula Vista, 

mudflats from 23 Feb-15 Mar. In addition to showing a bold horizontal white stripe, it also has bolder 

buffy “frames” to the dark eye-patch and is marginally larger overall compared to the “American” 

Green-wingeds nearby. Photo by Andrew Newmark 
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Very unusual in the desert, a Steller’s Jay was 

at Vallecito from 4-9 Mar (BLS), and single Purple 

Finches were in Borrego Springs 5 Mar (TF-H) and at 

Vallecito 6 Mar (BLS). A Short-billed Dowitcher at 

the Borrego Springs settling ponds on 30 Mar (BSw) 

was a not-unexpected first record of a spring migrant 

in the San Diego County desert. Also rare in the desert 

were single presumed-migrant Cassin’s King-

birds at Vallecito 5 Mar (BLS) and Agua Ca-

liente County Park 6-13 Mar (JR). A Lucy’s 

Warbler at Vallecito County Park on 31 Mar 

(GS) was at a potential breeding site. 

Somewhat west of normal, a sub-adult Bald 

Eagle was at Batiquitos Lagoon from 17-19 

Mar (TGz); single Swainson’s Hawks were 

over Rolando Park on 23 Mar (PEL), the Ti-

juana River Valley on 26 Mar (NC), and 

Rolando on 26 Mar (DJ), and a flock of 14 

was near Lake Murray on 31 Mar (NS); and a 

(probably returning) Scott’s Oriole was in 

eastern El Cajon on 12 Mar (JB). 

 A Downy X Nuttall’s Woodpecker 

was photographed at Famosa Slough on 14 

Mar (NF). There have been several county 

records involving this hybrid combination 

over the past decade. A Townsend’s X Her-

mit Warbler in Coronado from 20 Mar-4 Apr 

(MH) was a more regularly occurring combi-

nation. 

 

 

Acknowledgments:  Many thanks to Sara B. 

Mayers and Guy McCaskie for their careful 

review. 

 

Cited observers:  Observers listed are limited 

to those finding, identifying, and/or last re-

porting each species. Some sightings reported 

to eBird are included without specific attribu-

tion. Paulette Ache, Eitan Altman, David 

Armstrong, Josh Beck, Linus Blomqvist, 

Sean Buchanan, Nancy Christensen, Deborah 

Cipolla-Dennis, Richard Crossley, Jay 

Desgrosellier, Pete Famolaro, Kyle Fischer, 

Thomas Ford-Hutchinson, David Fraser, Nathan 

French, David Gardner, Tracee Geernaert TGt), Tito 

Gonzalez (TGz), Michelle Haglund, Bonnie Henson, 

Dan Jehl, Candace Larson, Paul E. Lehman, Amanda 

Leu, Steven Lima, Curtis A. Marantz, Jimmy McMor-

ran (JMc), Melinda Morang, Brennan Mulrooney, 

Jane Mygatt (JMy), P. Gretchen Nell, Gary Nunn, 

There was a clear incursion of Black-legged Kittiwakes along the coast during Febru-

ary and early March. This adult picked an impromptu perch on the roof of a pickup 

truck near the Tijuana River mouth. Photo by Robert Patton 

As many as five Zone-tailed Hawks were present at their county stronghold in the San 

Diego Zoo Safari Park area during winter 2022-2023. In general, they may appear at 

this site as early as late summer and are mostly gone by the beginning of April. Photo 

by Mel Senac 
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Robert T. Patton, Jim Pawlicki, Beth Pearson, Cindy 

Pencek, Edward Raynor, John Ritchie, Kerry Ross, 

Thomas Ryan, Matt Sadowski, Britta Lee Shain, 

Gregory Smith, Bridget Spencer (BSp), Jonny Sper-

ling, Lea Squires, Nancy Stalnaker, Trent Stanley, 

Brandon Stidum (BSt), Barbara Swanson (BSw), 

Robert Theriault, Nick Thorpe, David Trissel, Randy 

Walker, Barbara Wise, Mike Wittmer, Hanyang Ye, 

and Catherine Zinsky. 

 

m.obs = many observers 

v.obs = various observers 

 

This Tennessee Warbler overwintered at the Carlsbad outlet mall from 13 

Nov-1 Apr. Photo by Patti Langen 

Casual anywhere in the lowlands, this Steller’s Jay was a real surprise 

in the desert at Vallecito from 4-9 Mar. Photo by Britta Lee Shain 

A rare but somewhat regular hybrid combination is Townsend’s X Hermit 

Warbler, present in Coronado from 20 Mar-4 Apr. Photo by Michelle Hag-

lund 
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JOIN SDFO 

 
Dues for Calendar year: $25.00 per individual, or $35.00 
per household, including all renewals. MAKE CHECKS 
PAYABLE TO SDFO and mail or  give check to Mem-
bership Chair: Eve Martin, 1155 Camino del Mar, Suite 
102, Del  Mar, CA 92014. 
 

 

 

Visit our website at 
 

www.sandiegofieldornithologists.org 
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