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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Computer Breakdown Delays October Skimmer
A mysterious computer malfunction struck the editorial offices of The Skimmer as the
| October issue was going to press. As a result, this issue was delayed past the October
| meeting date. Heroic rescue efforts by Herb Young salvaged a late mailing. We hope
| to return to a normal schedule next month.

Next Month’s Meeting ~
Thursday, November 16, at 7:00 p.m., at Tecolote Canyon Nature Center, at the east
end of Tecolote Road, off I-5. Phil Pryde will present a program on birds he saw while
on a trip to Australia.

on Adams wants us to start making grandiose plans for the December potluck on the
Ist. H e’s already loosening his belt in anticipation!
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Last year we published a list of important local birds in a size to fit in your field guide;
if you come across one of these species, you now know whether to phone the Rare Bird
Alert, phone another birder, or what other action may be appropriate. But say you do
find another Bar-tailed Godwit on the San Diego River. Do you have the appropriate
phone number handy? The birders who found the last godwit didn’t, and time was
wasted trying to contact other interested birders. As mentioned last month, we have a
telephone tree mechanism set up, but it can’t spring into action without that first call.
This month we are printing a current list of SDFO member phone numbers and e-mail
addresses. Marjorie Hastings suggests you keep this list in your field guide so you will
be able to contact other birders when that rare species turns up in your spotting scope.
Also, it has been suggested that we start a list of cell-phone numbers so that one birder
can contact another birder already in the field. If you have a cell phone, give your num-
ber to Mary Beth Stowe. We will publish a list of cell-phone numbers in a few months.

|
|
} Keep Phone Numbers in Your Field Guide
|
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MORE CALENDAR ITEMS

Rare Bird Alert Reports Available on the Internet
The August and September San Diego Rare Bird Alert reports are available on the Inter

net at the following web page address:

http://homepage.mac.com/aves/SDRBAaugsepYZK.html
If you want to see the combined reports (in taxonomic order) for the year 2000, see the

following web page address:

http://homepage.mac.com/aves/SDRBA2K Arch.html
If you have any suggestions about or additions to the RBA, or want specific data, please
contact the Rare Bird Alert Coordinator, Mike Evans, at muevans@cts.com or phone

(619) 298-3385.

Field Guides Are Here

If you ordered one of the new Sibley or Kauffman field guides through Stan Walens,
they are now available. His phone number is (858) 450-0258, or e-mail him at

swalens@ucsd.edu.

BIRDS DEFINED
(from The Dictionary of American Bird Names, by Ernest A. Choate)

Booby. Sp. bobo, “stupid”; L. balbus,
“stammering,” hence by Roman logic
“stupid.” Being unfamiliar with men on its
isolated nesting sites, it was unaware that the
intrusion was a threat to its safety and there-
fore acted indifferently. This was considered
stupid by the seamen, who quite correctly
deemed any living thing that trusted them
foolish, and so named the birds boobies or
fools.

Oystercatcher. Coues says, “Oyster opener
wouid be a better name, as oysters do not run
fast.” Other ornithologists also belittled the
sprinting ability of the oyster. The word has
been traced back to Mark Catesby, 1731, and

it is interesting to note the opposite of the
usual practice in this case of naming the
European bird after its American counterpart,
not only in English but also in French, Aui-
trier, and in German, austermann. Although
it is too late to edify Dr. Coues, the verb
“catch” need not imply that the victim is on
the run. Someone may be caught unawares
or in an indefensible position. Mark Catesby
had probably observed the Oystercatcher
feeding upon bivalves at low tide when the
shell is partially open, allowing the bird to in-
sert its beak and then cut the adductor mus-
cles. To do this it had to catch the bivalve at
the right time. American O. a location word
given before it was realized there was another
species on the west coast of America. Black
O. from its plumage.



LOADS OF E-MAIL

by Marjorie Hastings

When we purchased our "new" com-
puter in January of 1998, a friend sent me a
post of 25 listserv addresses that carried a va-
riety of subjects on birding. As I was new to
all of this, he thought it would be educational
and interesting . Well, I tried a few, and then
a few more, until I had more than I could
read in one day. One that has many for our
areas is http:// listserv.arizona.edu/cgi-bin/
wa  The ones that we have kept are BIRD-
WEST many RBA's from all the western
states. One of the better is Jay Hand's from
Tucson. Before you plan any trip to south-
east Arizona, you should read a few of his.
More info here than just the rare birds.
BIRDWGOS has Mail from AZ and NM ,
BIRDWGOT1 has bird ID questions and an-
swers, BIRDCHAT comes from all over the
world. Another site to pick up listserves is
http:/flist.audubon.org/archives Here there
are 6 pages of lists to subscribe to, some with
over 10,000 subscribers. (These are off my
limits.) Another site is Jack Siler's "Birding on
the Web,” www-stat.wharton.upenn.edu/
~siler/birding.html. Once you bookmark
this site, you can go back and archive a lot of
the list here. Two sites for quickly getting
information on California birding are
SDBIRDS and CALBIRD. SDBIRDS
alerted us to the Brown-crested (Wied‘s) Fly-
catcher and Bar-tailed Godwit the afternoons
that they were found. For SDBIRDS, go to
http://sdbirds.basiclink.com and subscribe
from there. For CALBIRD to have your
email address added to their mailing list, send
the following in the body of the message:
subscribe myaddress@my,domain.com  to
e-mail listserv@kiwi.net. We also get MEX-
BIRDS (I'm still hoping that I can get Don
south of the border ) and HUMNETS info:

mostly from hummingbird banders of the
southeastern USA, but they chat about all
hummers and their likes of garden flowers.
I'm going to have flower beds ready for hun-
dreds of hummingbirds some year. To sub-
scribe to this one, send a message to
listserv@listserv.LSU.edu with only the
following in the text: subscribe HUMNET-L
Yyour name (real name). Of course there are
many more that you can reach : a birder in
Orange county that does so much is John
Green; he does the southeastern California
RBA. To be added to his mailing list, you
just send an e-mail to him at z
bewickwren@aol.com and ask to be added.
He also sent me a page of other county lists
that one can subscribe or to just check before
you go birding there. Another Orange county
mailing list is from Joel Weintraub; to be
added to this list write
JWeintraub@Fullerton.edu.

NOTE: When you subscribe to any of
these list they will mail you back a "message
for future reference." These should be
printed out and kept! And remember that
when you hit “reply” to a message on these
list you maybe sending it to all on the list so
check again before you hit reply!

One site for fun to be bookmarked and
visited often is http:www.sufbirds.com
Another is a fun ID web site http://www.
virtualbirder.com. We have more sites, and
if T can help in any way e-mail us at
mhast27@home.com.

The following is excerpts from an arti-
cle by Steve Sosensky, "Birding on the Inter-
net,"” from the Los Angeles Audubon Soci-
ety’s newsletter The Western Tanager.



Two or three years ago ,this was an
easy article to write. Now there are so many
birding resources on the internet that I'd be
hard pressed to include one percent of them.
So instead, I'm going to talk in generalities
about the types of resources available, how to
find them and how they can help you.

If you have used the internet at all
you know that it consists of several types of
functions including e-mail, web sites, news-
groups and chat rooms. Each of these func-
tions is performed by a different program
(or portion of one).

E-mail resources are mainly mailing
lists, which are programs that take e-mail
messages and redistribute them to a group of
subscribers. The scope of birding list topics
has moved from broad area lists like BIRD-
CHAT (worldwide), regional ( BIRD-
WEST, southeastern CA. RBAyS), state-wide
(CALBIRD, TEXBIRDS, MEXBIRDS) to
local lists (SDBIRDS, Orange County, etc.)

See other article for subscribing, or check out
www.socalaudubon. org/socal/. Most of
these lists are archived and can be read on
Jack Siler's web site

(see other article) A bit broader in scope is
Joe Morlan's California Birding web site,
http:/fog.ccsf.cc.ca.us/~jmorlan/. Joe has a
page for every California county with great
links to other web sites. For example, check-
ing out Monterey County will get you Debi
Shearwater's web site for pelagic trips on
Monterey Bay and Bodega Bay to the Cordell
Banks. Joe is also webmaster for the Califor-
nia Bird Records Committee http:/iwww.
wfo-cbre.org/cbre/. This is where you can
find the official California checklist and re-
sults of decisions to accept or reject impor-
tant sightings. There are many others, and
the best way to proceed is to visit your favor-
ite search engine and start surfing. Enjoy!
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JOIN SDFO

Dues for Calendar year: $10.00, including all renewals.
Add $5.00 for each additional member in same house-
hold. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SDFO and
mail or give check to membership chair: Mary Beth
Stowe 5465 Repecho Dr. J-201, San Diego, CA 92124

For membership information, call Mary Beth at
(858) 279-5636.

Rare Bird Hotline
(619) 688-2473
INUT-BIRD1



