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Monthly Meeting

Tuesday, July 21, at 6:00 p.m. This will be a virtual meeting, using the Zoom app, which you can
download beforehand. Members will receive an email invitation with directions to click on a link,
which will open a window in the Zoom app, and you can join the meeting. If you have never used
Zoom before, you will be asked to download the application for Zoom. You do NOT need to “sign
up” for Zoom, just download the application. It is best to use a desktop or laptop computer, as their
larger screen is preferable to a phone or notepad device.

Program: Justyn Stahl will present “How To Be a Better eBirder.”

San Diego County has produced over
200,000 complete eBird checklists to
date. With a growing number of new
eBirders, it is important for active users
to understand and employ eBird’s best
practices—not only to improve your
data, but also to guide others. This h
month’s SDFO talk will discuss how to
improve the quality of your data: i
choosing the best location, which pro-
tocol is appropriate, how to correct dis-
tance, how to best document rarities,
and why we encourage you to share
lists on group outings. We’ll pull back
the curtain on the review process and
explain filters and why birds and counts
get flagged. We’ll go over media up-
loading and how to make your photos
and audio more valuable with media
tags and ratings. We will also discuss how to explore the eBird database and find new places to go, and
the differences between the eBird app and the website itself. The free course, eBird Essentials

( https://academy.allaboutbirds.org/product/ebird-essentials/ ), should be viewed prior to this talk, espe-
cially for those new to or unfamiliar with eBird.

Justyn Stahl is the Project Manager for the Institute for Wildlife Studies” San Clemente Loggerhead
Shrike Monitoring and Release Project on San Clemente Island. Justyn has been an eBird reviewer
since 2012 and an active user since 2010, dabbling as early as 2004. He is the former Vice President/
Program Chair of SDFO, served as the Vice Chair of the California Bird Records Committee, and has
compiled the San Diego Christmas Bird Count since 2016. Justyn spends as much time as he can in the
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tropics with his fiancée Nicole. He encourages you to wash your hands and wear a mask in public.

Next month’s meeting: Tuesday, August 18, also at 6:00 p.m., also on Zoom. Ben Van Allen, Ph.D.,
Wildlife Biologist for Tierra Data Inc. will be presenting "Rails at the Edge: Ridgway's Rail from
Prehistory to the San Diego River Flood Control Channel."

SAN DIEGO COUNTY BIRD OBSERVATIONS, JUNE 2020

Compiled by Guy McCaskie

The most exciting bird this month was an adult most likely the same ibis, indicating it was also pre-
Glossy Ibis in alternate plumage photographed in sent last summer, if not for longer than a year. Glossy
flight at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park on 22 Jun Ibis is a rare straggler to California with more than 40
(NC) and seen inside the Frank Konyn Dairy froma  records (California Bird Records Committee 2007),
distance at Old Milky Way on 23 Jun (PEL). Then, this being the first in San Diego County. It brings the
thanks to the generosity of Frank Konyn, large groups number of species recorded in San Diego County to
of birders were admitted to the Dairy on 24 and 27 Jun 525.
and saw it there. A recently uncovered photograph
shows an adult Glossy Ibis in alternate plumage at the
San Diego Zoo Safari Park on 7 March 2019 (AB)—

A male Greater Scaup inland at Santee Lakes
since at least 5 Jun was still there on 30 Jun (PEL,
eBird) providing one of very few records in summer.
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This photo of the adult Glossy Ibis in alternate plumage at the Frank Konyn Dairy near Escondido on 27 June 2020 shows the differences in the facial
patterns between the Glossy (right-hand bird) and the similar White-faced Ibis. Photo by Douglas W. Aguillard.



A Long-tailed Duck photo-
graphed on south San Diego
Bay at the Sweetwater River
mouth 16-20 Jun (RTP) was
clearly summering locally.

A White-winged Dove :

photographed at a private resi-
dence in Carlsbad on 21 Jun
(BR) was the only one report-
ed in the coastal lowlands this
spring.

A Surtbird photo-
graphed at Marina View Park

in Chula Vista on 30 Jun (NC) o
may have been one of the two | s
at the adjacent South San Die-

go Bay National Wildlife Ref-
uge on 1 Jun (PEL), having
spent the month locally unde-
tected. A Surfbird at Pt. La
Jolla in La Jolla on 15 Jun
(PEL) was either an excep-
tionally early fall migrant or
also summering locally. A
Semipalmated Sandpiper at the
South San Diego Bay National
Wildlife Refuge on 1 Jun
(PEL) was the third in San Di-
ego County in spring. A flock
of 15 Western Sandpipers in
worn alternate plumage at the
South San Diego Bay National
Wildlife Refuge on 26 Jun
(PEL) were the earliest mi-
grants reported locally this
fall—individuals on San Diego
Bay on 21 Jun in both 2013
and 2014 establish the earliest
date for the arrival of fall mi-
grant Western Sandpipers. A
southbound Short-billed Dow-
itcher in full alternate plumage
at the Marine Biological Study

This flightless male Greater Scaup, photographed on 12 June, was found at Santee Lakes in early June
and was still present at the end of the month. There are only a few summer records for San Diego County,
and such an occurrence is especially unusual inland. Note the relatively large, flat-topped head and wide
dark "nail" to the tip of the largeish bill. When viewed head on, the lower cheeks region of the head looked
puffy, another character of Greater Scaup. Photo by Paul E. Lehman.

Common Loons, such as this one at Pt. La Jolla in La Jolla on 14 June 2020, are not expected to be in
alternate plumage and flying locally in summer. Photo by John Bruin.

Area on south San Diego Bay on 21 Jun (PEL) would  _staying Long-billed Dowitcher in alternate plumage
appear to establish the earliest date for a fall migrant 4 on south San Diego Bay (South San Diego Bay
of this species in San Diego County. An unusually late National Wildlife Refuge/Marina View Park in Chula



Four of the 24 Cook’s Petrels found at the extreme southwestern corner of San Diego County’s ocean

waters on 27 June 2020. Photo by Dave Povey.

Vista) 1-2 Jun (GMcC , PEL). A Lesser Yellowlegs in
worn alternate plumage at San Dieguito Lagoon 20-21
Jun (DK) was the earliest of the fall migrants this year,
but a fall migrant of this species was found as early as
16 June in 2012. Three basic-plumaged Red Phala-
ropes 14-20 nm west of Mission Bay on 11 Jun (PEL)
were exceptionally late non-breeding stragglers.

Two Common Murres off the Los Penasquitos
Creek mouth on 12 Jun (DK) and one off Carlsbad the
same day (TG) were followed by single birds off Pt.
La Jolla on 13 Jun (JD), 15 Jun (PEL), 20 Jun (DDiT)
and 29 Jun (JD)—all believed to be birds dispersing
southward from nesting locations
to the north. Two Pigeon Guille-
mots, rare but annual summer visi-
tors to coastal San Diego County,
were off the Los Penasquitos
Creek mouth on 12 Jun (DK), sin-
gle birds were at Pt. La Jolla on 13
Jun (JD) and 16 Jun (ML), and a
fifth was off Pt. Loma on 19 Jun
(DP). Two Craveri’s Murrelets
about 12 mi west of Mission Bay
along with two more about 22 mi
west of Ocean Beach on 11 Jun
(PEL) were the only four reported.

A Sabine’s Gull 24 nm
west of San Diego on 11 Jun
(PEL) may have been attempting

4

goon on 2 Jun (NC) and anoth-
er at Marina View Park in Chu-
- la Vista 8 Jun (PEL) were late
spring migrants. Summering
Glaucous-winged Gulls includ-
ed first-summer birds at Marina
View Park 10 May-30 Jun+
(PEL, GMcC), at Kendall-Frost
Marsh in Mission Bay on 10
Jun (JD) and at the Children’s
Pool in La Jolla on 13 Jun
(DP). A one-year-old Common
Tern at Marina View Park on
30 Jun (PEL), showing black-
ish carpal bars on the folded
wings, was the first of the expected fall migrants.

A Common Loon in alternate plumage photo-
graphed in flight at Pt. La Jolla on 14 Jun (JB) and an-
other on the water off North Island Naval Air Station
on 21 Jun (PEL) were unexpected. Basic-plumaged
Common Loons are reported locally most summers, as
are occasional Pacific and even Red-throated Loons,
but these are probably first-summer birds not old
enough to breed.

A Black-footed Albatross, scarce in San Diego
County waters, was photographed over the 9-Mile

1 1l fi This Magnificent Frigatebird was attracted to a sport fishing boat close to Point Loma on 15 June
to summer locally. A first-summer 020 The large size, long pointed wings and deeply forked tail are unique to frigatebirds, and the

Franklin’s Gull at Bataquitos La-

white head shows this one to be immature. Photo by Casey Callahan.



range, up to two calling birds at
San Elijo Lagoon 15 Apr-24 Jun
(BM, eBird) and another at Lake
Cuyamaca 16 May-11 Jun (TH)
strongly suggest nesting. A Tricol-
ored Heron, a casual straggler to
coastal Southern California, was at
the mouth of Rose Creek on Mis-
sion Bay 5-8 Jun (SH, eBird).
Three Reddish Egrets were report-
ed this month: one on South San
Diego Bay at Marina View Park
11 May-30 Jun+ (GMcC, eBird),
another around the San Diego Riv-
er mouth 5-30 Jun+ (M & PT,
eBird) and the third flying north at
This adult Tricolored Heron at the northern edge of Mission Bay on 6 June 2020 was evidently pre-  Pt. La Jolla on 17 Jun (JD).

sent for only four days. Photo by Nancy Christensen.

Bank on 29 Jun (GN). Up to seven Ashy Storm-
Petrels continued with Black Storm-Petrels off La Jol-
la through June (PEL) and a few were off the Los
Penasquitos Creek mouth 12-16 Jun (DK, eBird). Sin-
gle Northern Fulmars off Pt. La Jolla on 9 Jun (PEL)

An immature Zone-tailed Hawk
near Mt. Laguna in the Laguna Mts. on 25 Jun (JP)
provides one of very few June records in San Diego
County other than that of the nesting pair on Hot
Springs Mountain in 1986, 1987 and 1988 (Unitt

2004).
and 13 Jun (JD) and another 8 mi WSW of Mission ) .
Bay on 16 Jun (JMcM) were well south of this spe- At least two pairs of Brown-crested Flycatch-
cies’ known breeding range. Twenty-three Cook’s ers along San Felipe Creek near Scissors Crossing 1

Petrels 31-33 miles W of Pt. Loma and another one ~ May-30 Jun+ (NC, eBird) and a pair at the Roadrun-
28 mi W of Pt. Loma on 27 Jun (PEL, DP, NC) were = D€T Club in Borrego Springs 3 May-14 Jun (PA,

at the extreme southwest corner
of San Diego County pelagic wa-
ters; at least nine more were near-
by in Los Angeles County waters.
The only two previously reported
in San Diego County waters were
single birds off San Diego on 13
June 1977 and 21 May 2017.

An immature Magnificent
Frigatebird, a rare late summer
visitor, was photographed over a
sport fishing boat 1-2 mi off Pt.
Loma on 15 Jun (CC), a little ear-
lier in the year than most reported
locally.

Since San Diego County
is at the southern limit of the

) ] . This Brown-crested Flycatcher photographed along San Felipe Creek near Scissors Crossing on 26
American Bittern’s breedlng June was one of a suspected pair probably nesting there. Although the diagnostic tail-pattern is not
visible, the heavy bill with an obvious hook at the tip is most evident. Photo by Matthew Binns.



eBird) undoubtedly nested. A Willow Flycatcher at the
Wastewater Treatment Plant settling ponds in Borrego
Springs on 18 Jun (DB) was a somewhat late migrant,

but spring migrants have been found as late as 20 June
in San Diego County (Unitt 2004).

bill, so it may have been feeding young. Photo by Nancy Christensen.

A Yellow-throated Vireo, a rare spring vagrant
to California, was near the Old Mission Dam at Mis-
sion Trails Regional Park 5-6 Jun (MT, eBird). Of ex-
treme interest were two territorial male Plumbeous
Vireos some distance apart along Desert View Rd. in
the Laguna Mts. in June (NC, eBird). One was con-
firmed paired with a female on 26 Jun (NC), and the
other was seen feeding a recently fledged young bird
that same day (the parents of the young bird not deter-
mined). Breeding was previously unknown in San Di-
ego County. The breeding range of the Plumbeous
Vireo extends west to the White Mts. in eastern Inyo
County and Clark Mt. in eastern San Bernardino
County, with occasional nesting along the eastern edge
of the San Bernardino Mts. (Garrett and Dunn 1981).
A Red-eyed Vireo in University City on 21 Jun (DH)
was likely a lost spring migrant.

A Cactus Wren on the immediate coast, first
reported at the Tijuana Slough National Wildlife Ref-
uge on 9 Apr (PM), was still present 24 Jun (PM).

This Plumbeous Vireo along Desert View Road in the Laguna Mountains on 18 June 2020 has food in its

Red Crossbills continued to be reported from
scattered locations in the Laguna Mts. through 27 Jun
(GN), with a high count of four at the west meadows
area on 15 Jun (SM). In addition, two were around
Palomar Mountain State Park on Palomar Mt. on 4 Jun
(NO).

Late vagrant wood-warblers
normally associated with the
eastern two-thirds of the Unit-
ed States and Canada included
a Black-and-White Warbler in
the southwestern part of Camp
Pendleton on 15 Jun (PAG),
single Northern Parulas at the
San Diego Zoo in Balboa Park
on 6 Jun (TRS) and at the Old
Mission Dam at Mission Trails
Regional Park the same day
(TF-H), and a Magnolia War-
bler at Cottonwood Creek Park
in Encinitas on 2 Jun (NC). At
least one Lucy’s Warbler was
" present at the Mesquite

Bosque in Borrego Springs

through 26 Jun (RTh), this be-
ing the only known breeding location in San Diego
County. A pair of Yellow-rumped Warblers feeding
fledglings along Morris Ranch Road in the Laguna
Mts. on 26 Jun (NC) were at the extreme southern lim-
it of this species’ breeding range in the mountains of
California. A Wilson’s Warbler along San Felipe
Creek near Scissors Crossing on 26 Jun (AG) was cer-
tainly unexpected since breeding in this area is most
unlikely, and late June would be an exceptional time
of the year for a migrant.

A male Rose-breasted Grosbeak, a rare but
regular visitor to California, was at a private residence
in the Mission Hills area of San Diego 3-18 Jun (JS),
another was at a private residence in Ramona on 7 Jun
(RTo), and a third was at a private residence along
Wynola Rd. near Julian 17-18 Jun (LJ). The pair of
Indigo Buntings around the Bird & Butterfly Garden
since 3 May were found feeding recently fledged
young there 16-22 Jun (DJ, eBird), documenting suc-
cessful nesting. In addition, a male Indigo Bunting,
one of the two males at Cuyamaca Rancho State



Park’s Paso Picacho
Campground during the
past two summers, was
present 27 May-16 Jun
(CKS).

Listed observers:
Observers listed are lim-
ited to those finding, iden-
tifying and/or last report-
ing each species. Some
sightings reported to
eBird are included with-
out specific attribution.

Paulette Ache, Ann Bald-
win, Dave Batzler, John
Bruin, Casey Callahan,
Nancy Christensen, Jay
Desgrosellier, Dean Di-
Tommaso, Thomas Ford-
Hutchinson, Peter A.
Ginsburg, Tito Gonzalez,
Aaron Gyllenhaal, Shari
Hatch, David Holway,
Terry Hurst, Lynne Jef-
fries, Dan Jehl, Dan King,
Paul E. Lehman, Max
Liebowitz, Paul Marvin,
Guy McCaskie, Jimmy
McMorran, Shawn Miller,
Brennan Mulrooney, Gary
Nunn, Robert T. Patton,
Jim Pawlicki, Dave Pov-
ey, Blanche Ramswick,
Jill Schmidt, Trent R.
Stanley, C. K. Staurovsky, Robert Theriault (RTh),  Bjrds of California. Western Field Ornithologists,
Millie and Peter Thomas (M & PT), Roy Toft (RTo),  Camarillo, CA.

Manolo Turner.

This stunningly patterned male Magnolia Warbler at Cottonwood Creek Park in Encinitas on 2 June 2020 was
gone by the following day. Photo by Mel Senac.

Garrett, K. and Dunn J. 1981. Birds of Southern Cali-
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