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SDFO NEWS

Monthly Meeting

Tuesday, May 21, at 6:00 p.m., in the Hoffman Room of the San Diego Foundation Building, 2508
Historic Decatur Rd. Going south on Rosecrans St. in the Midway area of town, turn left on Roosevelt
Rd. into Liberty Station and proceed a couple of blocks to Decatur. Parking is available on the street or
in the adjacent parking lots.

Program: John Martin will discuss “San Diego National Wildlife Refuge and Its Role in Bird Conser-
vation.”

San Diego National Wildlife Refuge supports a substantial slice of this area’s distinctive biota, includ-
ing a variety of bird species of conservation concern. Refuge biologist John Martin will discuss the
conservation and management of birds and their habitats on this significant habitat area, right in San
Diego’s backyard.

John Martin has served as biologist at San Diego National Wildlife Refuge since 2004. His work at
the refuge has focused on monitoring, management, and habitat restoration projects for federally listed
species, and species covered by San Diego’s Multiple Species Conservation Plan. Prior to working on
the refuge, John worked with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Ecological Services office, primar-
ily implementing the Endangered Species Act and associated conservation plans. His other bird con-
servation work includes a stint with the San Clemente Loggerhead Shrike recovery project, several
seasons monitoring and banding migrant raptors with Hawkwatch International, and graduate work at
the University of Arizona, where he formulated a habitat model of the Buff-breasted Flycatcher and
birded southeast Arizona to smithereens.

Next month’s meeting: Tuesday, June 18, same time, same place. Our annual business meeting and
election of club officers for 2019-2020. Program: Rustom Jamadar will discuss “The Birds of India.”

Nominees for Club Officers for 2019-2020

The present officers have volunteered to continue in office through the coming year, with the excep-
tion of Vice-President/Program Chair John Bruin. If you would be interested in filling this position, or
if you would like to run for one of the other offices, contact President Nancy Christensen. The of-
ficer slate as it currently stands, to be voted upon at the June business meeting is:

President: Nancy Christensen Vice-President/Program Chair: Open
Secretary: Charlene Glacy Treasurer: Conny Jamison

Membership Chair: Barbara Carlson


Nancy Christensen
Line


SDFO NEWS (cont.)

San Diego Scores High in iNaturalist Competition

Many of us participated in the recent City Nature Challenge 2019, sponsored by iNaturalist. Millie

Basden Thomas writes:

Thank you to everyone who contributed observations of birds and other wildlife to the 2019 City Na-
ture Challenge: San Diego County! The official results posted by the organizers are here:

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2019/journal

San Diego ended up in 3rd place for number of observations. Cape Town, South Africa was 1st and La

Paz, Bolivia was 2d. San Francisco came in 4th--we squeaked by them; they actually pulled ahead after
the deadline for observations to be counted in the official results!

With respect to birds, San Diego had 4,629 observations of 239 species posted by 387 people. Birders

did a good job!!

A special thank you to Barbara Carlson for getting information out about which species had/had not

been seen and to Nancy Christensen for getting us all motivated.

SAN DIEGO COUNTY BIRD OBSERVATIONS, APRIL 2019

Compiled by Guy McCaskie

First dates this spring for migrants and summer
visitors expected in April include: Least Tern at Ba-
tiquitos Lagoon on 8 Apr (fide HS), Western Wood-
Pewee in Fallbrook on 10 Apr (KW), Swainson’s
Thrush over Pacific Beach on 22 Apr (GN), Yellow-
breasted Chat in the Tijuana River Valley on 3 Apr
(DJ), Hermit Warbler at Buddy Todd Park in
Oceanside on 6 Apr (PS), Western Tanager at Pio Pico
Campground in Cuyamaca Rancho State Park on 7
Apr (JP), Blue Grosbeak at San Dieguito Lagoon on
11 Apr (PEL), and Lazuli Bunting at Tamarisk Grove
Campground in Anza-Borrego Desert State Park on 5
Apr (NC)—all of these being within a week of the ear-
liest arrival dates listed by Unitt (2004). On the other

hand the first Gray Vireo was not found at the known
nesting location along the Pacific Crest Trail near
Kitchen Creek Rd. until 7 Apr (EGK), and the first
Lucy’s Warbler at the only known nesting site, in the
Mesquite Bosque near Borrego Springs, until 1 Apr
(RTh), both three weeks later than the arrival dates
listed by Unitt (2004). Numbers of Gray Vireos in San
Diego County are rapidly declining, and we are close
to losing the Lucy’s Warbler as a nesting species.

A Brant in flight near Julian on 16 Apr (BG)
was following the northwestward flight-line from the
Gulf of California described by Unitt (2004), as were
11 on Lake Cuyamaca on 21 Apr (JB), two more there
on 30 Apr (JP), and a flock of 25 at the Roadrunner



Club in Borrego Springs on 26 Apr
(RTh), with 5 remaining the following
day (LeRD), likely forced to land by
inclement weather. A Greater Scaup
photographed at the De Anza Country
Club in Borrego Springs on 7 Apr

(CD) appears to be the first ever in
Anza-Borrego Desert State Park
(Jorgensen and Theriault 2013). A late
-staying or summering White-winged = =
Scoter was in Imperial Beach 10-21 |
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sion Bay on 25 Mar (JG) was last re-
ported on 7 Apr (eBird). The Red-
necked Grebe known present for its
second winter at Shelter Island since
11 Nov (DL) was last reported on 20
Apr (DP).

The only White-winged Dove reported in the
coastal lowlands was one in residential Pt. Loma on
17 Apr (PT). The earliest Calliope Hummingbird this
spring was at the Bird & Butterfly Garden in the Ti-
juana River Valley on 13 Apr (JC) and was followed
by at least ten more at scattered locations throughout
the County.

A Mountain Plover, now only a casual strag-
gler to San Diego County and elsewhere along the
coast of California, was photographed at South San
Diego Bay National Wildlife Refuge on the exception-
ally late date of 24 Apr (MS). Most Mountain Plovers
are gone from California by mid-March (Grinnell and
Miller, 1944), with the latest in San Diego County be-
ing unverified flocks on 18 March and 3 April (Unitt
2004), but this species has been recorded as late as 31
March in the Imperial Valley where it is a regular win-
ter visitor (Patten et al. 2003). An impressive concen-
tration of up to over 300 Surfbirds was feeding on
grunion eggs or, more likely, bean clams opposite the
Hotel del Coronado in Coronado 4-10 Apr (PEL, DJ,
eBird). A Little Stint in alternate plumage at the
South San Diego Bay National Wildlife Refuge 23-24
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This Mountain Plover at the South San Diego Bay National Wildlife Refuge on 24 April 2019
certainly establishes the latest date for occurrence in San Diego County and probably for the
entire state of California. Photo by Barbara L. Carlson.

Apr (PEL) was undoubtedly one of the two known
present here 20 Oct-15 Dec 2018. A Solitary Sandpi-
per, rare in spring, was seen in flight over San Elijo
Lagoon on 18 Apr (JMcM) and another was at the
Wastewater Treatment Ponds in Borrego Springs 21-
27 Apr (GCH, eBird). A Laughing Gull, rare any-
where in California away from the Salton Sea, was at
San Elijo Lagoon on 8 Apr (TMy).

An impressive 62 Common Loons on Lake
Henshaw on 30 Apr (JP) were undoubtedly forced to
land by the inclement weather when migrating north-
ward after wintering on the Gulf of California. How-
ever, this number is dwarfed by the 317 counted there
on 18 April 1983 (Unitt 2004). Forty-two Black Storm
-Petrels visible from Pt. La Jolla in La Jollaon 11 Apr
(PEL) were the earliest to be reported over San Diego
County waters this year—single birds off San Diego
on 29 Mar 2015 (BR and DP) and from La Jolla on 8
Apr 2013 (MS) provide the earliest ever credible rec-
ords. A minimum of 200 off Carlsbad on 20 Apr
(PAG) was an unusually high number to be visible
from shore.



Two Neotropic Cormorants at Lake Cuyamaca |

4-9 Apr (JP) add to the increasing number now record-
ed north and west of the Salton Sink where the species
is well established as a permanent resident. The find-
ing of ten active Double-crested Cormorant nests at
the Carlton Oaks Golf Club in Santee on 22 Apr
(PEL) adds to the very few known nesting sites in this
County (Unitt 2004). The long-staying Harris’s Hawk
of unknown origin in Ramona was still present on 31
Apr (eBird).

A Brown-crested Flycatcher at the Roadrunner |

Club in Borrego Springs on 30 Apr (PA) was the earli-
est this year at this known nesting location. A Scissor-
tailed Flycatcher along Monument Rd. in the Tijuana
River Valley on 1 and 18 Apr (PC and JM) was likely
the same bird frequenting the east end of Sunset Ave.
19 Nov-9 Mar (eBird). The pair of Vermilion Fly-
catchers at the Mission Bay Golf Course since 20 Mar
(KR) was feeding three recently fledged young on 15
Apr (PEL), documenting successful nesting on the im-
mediate coast.

The long-staying Plumbeous Vireos in Presidio
Park in San Diego and at Harry Griffith Regional Park
in La Mesa were both still present on 11 Apr (eBird).
One photographed at Guajome County Park on 15 Apr
(BJD) and another photographed in Ward Canyon
Park in Normal Heights 15-26 Apr (TR) were also
presumed to have wintered locally, since spring mi-
grants are not expected locally or elsewhere in Cali-
fornia away from known breeding locations.

A flock of 30 Pinyon Jays was still present in
the Laguna Mts. at the Laguna Campground on 7 Apr
(BE). Ten Clark’s Nutcrackers were near Big Laguna
Lake on 13 Apr (MC), and up to four were at Stone-
wall Mine in Cuyamaca Rancho State Park 6-7 Apr
(TH, eBird).

The Townsend’s Solitaire first seen along
Dudley St. in residential Pt. Loma on 1 Mar (SBM)
was still present 21 Apr (PEL) so may well have win-
tered locally; another was at the old Mission Dam in
Mission Trails Regional Park 6-7 Apr (PEL), and a
migrant was seen in flight at Mt. Soledad in La Jolla

One of the two Neotropic Cormorants at Lake Henshaw on 5 April 2019
showing the size difference between Neotropic (I.) and Double-crested
Cormorants. Photo by Dan Jehl.

on 18 Apr (PEL)—all three unexpected as the loca-
tions are coastal.

A Vesper Sparrow in Jacumba on 19 Apr
(PEL) was unusually late since most have moved
through this County by 15 Apr (Unitt 2004). A Nel-
son’s Sparrow at San Elijo Lagoon on 30 Apr (BM)
was either a late-staying wintering bird or a spring va-
grant. In California wintering Nelson’s Sparrows are
known to stay into March, possibly later (California
Bird Records Committee 2007), and vagrants have
been recorded through May, including one photo-

This Townsend’s Solitaire at the old Mission Dam in Mission Trails Re-
gional Park on 6 April 2019 was one of three known in the coastal low-
lands of San Diego County this April. Photo by Barbara L. Carlson.



W since 22 Nov was still present 30
\. Apr (LR), so made it into May.

The young male Orchard Oriole at
the San Diego Botanic Garden in
Encinitas was still present on 13

J (PEL). An adult male Baltimore
| Oriole in University City 14 Apr

h i\ " & | A, ‘N N AL | -(MT) was likely a migrant.

This singing Nelson’s Sparrow was at San Elijo Lagoon on the unexpected date of 30 April 2019. The wintering Black-and-white

Photo by Brennan Mulrooney. . . .
Warbler at Vacation Island in Mis-

graphed at Mariner’s Point in Mission Bay on 20 May Sion Bay since 4 Oct (EK) was last reported on 9 Apr

2007 (North American Birds 61:514). Seven wintering (eBird), one at San Elijo Lagoon since 16 Feb (TG)
White-throated Sparrows were known present, with was still present on 3 Apr (eBird), and one at Famosa
single birds at private resi-
dences close to the coast in
Leucadia to 21 Apr (KA),
La Jolla through 7 Apr
(HI), on Pt. Loma through
9 Apr (SBM) and adjacent
to Tecolote Canyon to 4
Apr (MM). One was far-
ther inland near Ramona
through 18 Apr (NC) and
another in the desert at
Agua Caliente 2 Dec-18
Apr (PEL, NC). One pho-
tographed at Crest Canyon
Open Space Preserve in
Del Mar 6-28 Apr (RTu,
eBird) also likely wintered
at that location. The Har-
ris’s Sparrow at a private
residence in Sabre Springs

The Harris’s Sparrow present in Saber Springs since 22 November 2018 was in full alternate
plumage when photographed on 30 April 2019. Photo by Lisa Ruby.
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photographed at the Tijuana Slough National
Wildlife Refuge in Imperial Beach on 27
Apr (CC) had either wintered locally or was
an unexpected migrant. A Grace’s Warbler
at Villa La Jolla Park in La Jolla on 5 Apr
was no doubt the same bird photographed
there on 14 Oct (GN), having spent the win-
ter locally undetected.

A female Hepatic Tanager at Villa La Jolla
Park on 8 Apr (AA) was believed to be the
same bird present 28 Nov-1 Dec, having
spent the winter locally undetected. A male
Summer Tanager found in Presidio Park 23
Feb (CS) was last reported on 1 Apr (eBird),
a presumed wintering male was near the

| Marston House in Balboa Park on 6 Apr

- % (CA) and another was at Mesa College in
Clairemont Mesa on 29 Apr (TP). A singing
male along San Felipe Creek at Scissors
Crossing on 23 Apr (DLaB) was at a known
breeding location. A male Indigo Bunting at
Paso Pichaco Campground in Cuyamaca
Rancho State Park on 27 Apr (EGK) was the
; ! same male with a white patch on the lower

j belly present here last summer.

Listed observers: Observers listed are lim-
ited to those finding, identifying and/or last
reporting each species, these mostly reported

Apart from the white feathering on the lower belly, there is nothing suggesting that this

bunting at Paso Pichaco Campground in Cuyamaca Rancho State Park on 27 April on our local listserve SanDiegoRegionBird-
2019 is anything other than an adult male Indigo Bunting. Photo by Eric G. Kallen.

ing @groups.io. Observers reporting addi-

Slough in Ocean Beach on 18 Feb (GDeL) was still tional sightings to eBird are not listed but
present on 2 Apr (eBird). In addition, possible mi- acknowledged.

grants were at a private residence in San Diego on 13 Alex Abela, Paulette Ache, Kathy Aldern, Caron An-
Apr (TMe) and at Point Loma Nazarene University on dregg, John Bruin, Jordan Carelli, Barbara L. Carlson,
Pt. Loma on 20 Apr (AA). An exhausted Northern Pa- Paul Chad, Craig Chaddock, Nancy Christensen, Mau-
rula landed on a boat nine miles off Ocean Beach on  ro Colabianchi, Gail DeLalla, Colin Dillingham, B.J.
28 Apr; it did not survive and thus became the first Dooley, LeRoy Dorman, Bill Eisele, Joel Gilb, Peter
specimen of Northern Parula for San Diego County at ~ A. Ginsburg, Tommy Goodwin, Bob Gress, Gjon C.
the San Diego Natural History Museum (fide PU, cata- Hazard, Terry Hurst, Hank Ingersoll, Dan Jehl, Eric G.
log number 56266). The wintering Chestnut-sided Kallen, Eddie Kasper, Denise LaBerteaux, Darrell
Warbler found at Batiquitos Lagoon on 23 Nov (NC)  Lee, Paul E. Lehman, John Martin, Marcie Mason,
was last reported on 12 Apr (eBird). A Palm Warbler  Sara B. Mayers, Jimmy McMorran, Tracy Meyers



(TMe), Brennan Mulrooney, Thomas Myers (TMy),
Gary Nunn, Jim Pawlicki, Dave Povey, Tony Proven-
zano, Bruce Rideout, Kerry Ross, Lisa Ruby, Tuck
Russell, Matt Sadowski, Patrico Shipley, Hans Sin,
Susan E. Smith, Caleb Strand, Paula Theobald, Robert
Theriault (RTh), Manolo Turner, Robert Turner
(RTu), Philip Unitt, Kenneth Weaver.

Acknowledgements: I thank Sara B. Mayers, Paul E.
Lehman and Therese R. Clawson for providing useful
comments on the draft of this report.
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SAN DIEGO FIELD JOIN SDFO
ORNITHOLOGISTS

Dues for Calendar year: $25.00, including all renewals.
Add $10.00 for each additional member in same house-
hold. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SDFO and

President Nancy Christensen (760) 788-8180 mail or give check to Membersh.ip Chair: Barbara Carl-
nancy.r.christensen @ gmail.com son, 11192 Portobelo Dr., San Diego 92124. For mem-
Vice-president John Bruin (505) 401-3022 bership information, call Barbara at (858) 268-1937.
johnrbruin @Gmail.com
Secretary Charlene Glacy (619) 851-1917
cglacy@yahoo.com
Treasurer Conn}cljlj};nnlzggn@cég 1n9e)t 269-3264 Visit our website at
Program Chair John Bruin (505) 401-3022 . . . .
johnrbruin @gmail.com www.sandiegofieldornithologists.org
Membership Chair Barbara Carlson  (858) 268-1937
barbarac2003 @yahoo.com
Publishing
Skimmer Editor John Walters (619) 267-1821
johnfwalters5552 @ gmail.com
Webmaster Gary Nunn (650) 305-0029

garybnunn @ gmail.com

Your contributions to The Skimmer are appreciated. Submit
articles and notices by the first of the month of publication by
mail to John Walters, 5552 Horse Ridge Way, Bonita, CA
91902, or by e-mail to johnfwalters5552 @gmail.com

San Diego Field Ornithologists
c/o Barbara Carlson

11192 Portobelo Dr.

San Diego, CA 92124




