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SDFO NEWS

Monthly Meeting

Tuesday, May 15, at 6:00 p.m., in the Hoffman Room of the San Diego Foundation Building, 2508
Historic Decatur Rd. Going south on Rosecrans St. in the Midway area of town, turn left on Roosevelt
Rd. into Liberty Station and proceed a couple of blocks to Decatur. Parking is available on the street
or in the adjacent parking lots.

Program: Catherine Hamilton will present “Amur Falcon: Living on the edge.”

The Amur Falcon makes a spectacular flight during its migration each year from to Southern Africa to
Siberia and back. Hundreds of thousands congregate in India, providing a true spectacle of migra-

tion, believed to be the largest concentration of falcons anywhere on Earth. Through the photos and
artwork of world-renowned artist Catherine Hamilton, we'll hear the story of these kestrel-sized birds,
the threat hunting poses to this species, and the recent conservation efforts to save them. Come find out
how a small group of conservationists and the will of the local people to protect this incredible
“resource” has started to turn the tide in this story.

Catherine Hamilton was born in Altadena, California, with a pencil in hand. She began birding at an
early age with her father, developing a keen interest in both natural history and art, and started her first
ornithological notebook at seven. Her talk will present her recent adventures in Nagaland, a far-flung
corner of India that has only recently been opened to western visitors. There, in just the last few years,
a conservation crisis and conservation miracle seem to have unfolded. Come discover the world of the
amazing Amur Falcon.

[continued]



SDFO NEWS [cont.]

Next month’s meeting: Tuesday, June 18, same time, same place. Our annual Business Meeting and
election of club officers for the 2018-2019 year.

Program: Guy McCaskie will discuss the his tory, purpose, and importance of the California Bird Rec-
ords Committee as it approaches its 50th anniversary.

Interested in being an SDFO Officer?

We will be electing a slate of officers at the June 18 SDFO meeting. (See the current list on the back
page of this newsletter.) Several of our current officers have served for multiple years and are ready for
a break. If you’re interested contact Tom Blackman obeach @ cox.net

SAN DIEGO COUNTY BIRD OBSERVATIONS, APRIL 2018
Compiled by Guy McCaskie and Sara B. Mayers

The dates for the first of the spring migrants/  the end of April all but the very latest of the migrants,
summer visitors reported in April of this year, along  such as the Willow Flycatcher (early date: 8 May) had
with the “early arrival dates” published by Unitt been reported, and migrant passerines were moving
(2004), include: Calliope Hummingbird near Jamul on northward through the County in numbers.

2 Apr (JM) (early date: 5 March), Common Tern at
the Tijuana River mouth on 22 Apr (PEL) (early date:
21 March), Western Wood-Pewee near
Santa Ysabel on 12 Apr (DE) (early
date: 10 April), Gray Vireo along the
Pacific Crest Trail at Kitchen Creek
Road on 14 Apr (eBird) (early date: 14
March), Swainson’s Thrush in Escondi-
do on 10 Apr (eBird) (early date: 1 —
April), Yellow-breasted Chat at Pio Pico '
Campground near Dulzura on 6 Apr
(DP) (early date: 26 March), Hermit
Warbler in Palomar State Park on 5 Apr
(M&PT)—ahead of the early date of 12

Campground on 6 Apr (DP) (early date: — —

3 April) and Blue Grosbeak at Mission This wintering Red-necked Grebe at Shelter Island on San Diego Bay had mostly acquired
Trails Regional Park on 9 Apr (MS)—  summer plumage by the time this photo was taken on 25 April 2018. Photo by Richard

ahead of the early date of 11 April). By """

A Brant at the Roadrunner Club in Borrego
Springs 7-23 Apr (RTh) no doubt was a bird migrating

L ——

April, Western Tanager at Pio Pico




northward from wintering areas within the Gulf of
California to the Pacific Coast. Likewise, two Surf
Scoters on Big Laguna Lake in the Laguna Mts. on 28
Apr (LW) were migrants moving northward from the
Gulf of California. The young male Long-tailed Duck
found at the southernmost pond in the Dairy Mart
Pond area in the Tijuana River Valley on 14 Mar (JN)
was last reported on 1 Apr (eBird). A Hooded Mer-
ganser on Kumeyaay Lake at Mission Trails Regional
Park on 26 Apr (JL) was exceptionally late or attempt-
ing to summer locally—Unitt (2004) lists 30 March as
the latest date for winter, but also lists a record for
Santee Lakes on 28 May 1977. The Red-necked Grebe
present on north San Diego Bay at Shelter Island since
19 Jan (SJ) was still present on 28 Apr (SBM), by
which time it had molted into its more colorful sum-
mer plumage.

A White-winged Dove in Ramona on 10 Apr (NC)
was well west of the mountains, and another at a pri-
vate residence in San Diego on 26 Apr (AL) was close
to the coast—a few strays are reported west of the
mountains every spring.

A Solitary Sandpiper, much rarer in San Diego
County in spring than in fall, was at the waste water
treatment ponds in Borrego Springs on 11 Apr (NC).
The last of the Nazca Boobies that appeared on south
San Diego Bay on 11 Dec (PEL) was still present on 6
Apr (eBird) but unreported after that date. The Tricol-
ored Heron found around the south shore of south San
Diego Bay on 1 Oct (BF) was still present on 28 Apr
(eBird), while the other around the mouth of the San
Diego River since 13 Oct (LR) was last reported on 8
Apr (eBird). The long-staying Harris’s Hawk near the
Ramona airport in Ramona was still present on 30 Apr
(eBird). A Zone-tailed Hawk over Agua Caliente
County Park on 7 Apr (HS) was at an unexpected lo-
cation, and the only one reported this month. An
Acorn Woodpecker at Point Loma Nazarene Universi-
ty on Pt. Loma on 8 Apr (JTS) was on the immediate
coast where unexpected.

The Greater Pewee present around the inter-
section of 6™ Ave. and El Prado along the western

somewhat late-staying Tropical Kingbird along the western edge of Bal-
boa Park on 18 April 2018. Photo by Sia McGown.

edge of Balboa Park since 5 December (JP, PEL) was
last reported on 26 Apr (eBird). A Tropical Kingbird
photographed near the intersection of 6™ Ave. and El
Prado 15-18 Apr (LE, SMcG) was likely the same bird
present here 4 Dec through 20 Feb (TRS, eBird). The
Thick-billed Kingbird, present for its 8" winter at the
lower end of Poggi Canyon in Chula Vista, was last
reported on 8 Apr (PEL, eBird). The Scissor-tailed
Flycatcher that paired with a Western Kingbird and
fledged young at Twin Trails Park in Rancho
Penasquitos in 2016 and 2017 was back for a 3" sum-
mer on 27 Apr (fide EA). The known wintering Plum-
beous Vireo near the intersection of 28" and Ash Sts.
at the southeast corner of Balboa Park since 28 Oct
(TC) was still present on 13 Apr (DJ), and another
first reported at Mast Park in Santee on 2 March was
still present on 2 Apr (M&PT); what I suspect were
late-staying wintering Plumbeous Vireos were at the
Naval Air Station on North Island on 1 Apr (NJD), at



Kate Sessions Park in La Jolla on 6
Apr (HI), and along Flintkote Ave.
in Torrey Pines State Reserve on

14 Apr (CJ).
A Bank Swallow, a rare

migrant on the coast, especially so
in spring, was with other swallows
over Dairy Mart Pond in the Tijua-
na River Valley on 20 Apr (PEL).
A California Thrasher at a private
residence in Borrego Springs 5-9
Apr (RTh) was in the Borrego Val-
ley, with the closest populations

being at the Lower Willows and

around Yaqui Well/Tamarisk The female Scissor-tailed Flycatcher on 28 April 2018 back at Twin Trails Park in Rancho Penasqui-
Grove Campground (Unitt 2004) _tos forits third summer—is she looking for flies or a male Western Kingbird? Photo by Nancy Chris-
tensen.

could this species follow the steps

of the California Quail (threatening the population of
, . bers of Cassin’s Finches “invaded” the mountain areas
Gambel’s Quail) and replace our only county popula-
tion of Crissal Thrashers? In addition, a California

Towhee at the De Anza Country Club in Borrego

in this county last fall and winter, small numbers were
still present into April as indicated by one at Cibbets
Flat Campground along Kitchen Creek on 5 Apr (EH),

Springs on 20 Apr (PA) would appear to be the first i i
three together near the intersection of La Posta Rd.

found in the Borrego Valley. After impressive num- ‘
and Interstate Highway

8 on 14 Apr (EGK), and
five together at Laguna
Campground in the La-
guna Mts. on 29 Apr
(JR).
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The Virginia's Warbler found in Borrego Springs on 19 April 2018—a great example of documentation lacking pho- 26-29 Apr (GN, eBird)
tos. Sketch by Susan E. Smith. had likely wintered un-



detected nearby. A Harris’s Sparrow, an irregular visi-
tor to San Diego County, was photographed at a pri-
vate residence in Encinitas 3-6 Apr (RH). A male
Scott’s Oriole at a private residence in El Cajon on 22
Apr (RB) was unexpectedly close to the coast.

An unexpected seven Black-and-white War-
blers were known present this month with the known
wintering bird at Famosa Slough in Ocean Beach pre-
sent since 29 Sep (NJD) still there on 21 Apr (eBird),
and single birds at Point Loma Nazarene University
on 1 Apr (MS), near Leo Carrillo Park in Carlsbad on
5 Apr (GDeL), at Dairy Mart Pond on 14 Apr (SE),
near the power plant in Carlsbad on 15 Apr (PAG), at
Mission Trails Regional Park on 24 Apr (NF) and
along Tecolote Canyon in San Diego on 26 Apr (KK).
A Virginia’s Warbler, exceptional in spring, was
found at the waste water treatment ponds in Borrego
Springs on 19 Apr (SES). The male Hooded Warbler
known present at the Ruette le Parc Condominium
Complex in Del Mar since 28 Nov (SES) was last seen
on 10 Apr (eBird). A young male American Redstart
photographed along West Bernardo Dr. at Lake Hodg-
es on 20 Apr (GQG) likely wintered undetected in the
dense growth of willows at this location. A Palm War-
bler along Flintkote Ave. on 24 Apr (RTu) was late,
suggesting it may have been a migrant rather than a
bird that wintered undetected locally. The Grace’s
Warbler found along Crest Canyon in Del Mar on 5
Feb (PEL) was last reported on 1 Apr (eBird). A fe-
male Black-throated Green Warbler photographed in
San Diego’s Greenwood Cemetery on 27 Apr was
likely the same female present here during four win-
ters beginning in the fall of 2013, having gone unde-
tected this past winter. The Painted Redstart spending
its second winter at Crown Point on the north side of
Mission Bay since 24 October (PEL) was last seen
(and photographed) on 6 Apr (JS), later than typical.

The known wintering female Summer Tanager
photographed near the intersection of 6™ Ave. and El
Prado was last reported on 18 Apr (eBird), and a molt-
ing male seen at Collier Park in La Mesa on 11 Apr
(KW) had probably spent the winter in that area. A
male Indigo Bunting photographed in Marston Can-

The first-winter male American Redstart found near the upper end of
Lake Hodges on 20 April 2018—note the black feathering of an adult
male growing in on the breast. Photo by Greg Gillson.

yon in the northwest corner of Balboa Park on 25-27
Apr (NF) establishes the earliest date for a spring mi-
grant in San Diego County — this species was formerly
a casual vagrant to California but has recently expand-
ed its breeding range westward into California, with
three or four territorial males found in San Diego
County most summers.

Listed observers: Paulette Ache, Kathy Aldern, Eitan
Altman, Rod Barbo, Nancy Christensen, Tim Cooper,
Gail DeLalla, Nicole J. Desnoyers, Larry Edwards,
Steve Ellis, Diane Etchison, Brian Flick, Nathan
French, Greg Gillson, Peter A. Ginsburg, Ed Henry,
Richard Hutto, Hank Ingersoll, Charles Jackson, Dan
Jehl, Storm Jensen, Eric G. Kallen, Kenny Kim-
brough, Jeri Langham, Paul E. Lehman, Aedyn
Loetke, John Martin, Marcie Mason, Sara B. Mayers,
Sia McGown, Jan Nordenberg, Gary Nunn, Jim Paw-
licki, Dave Povey, Jim Rowoth, Lisa Ruby, Susan E.
Smith, Joshua Stacy, Justyn T. Stahl, Trent R. Stanley,
Herb Stone, Mark Stratton, Robert Theriault (RTh),
Millie & Peter Thomas, Robert Turner (RTu), Kathy
Wendel, Lindsay Willrick.

Literature Cited: Unitt, P. 2004. San Diego County
Bird Atlas. Proc. San Diego Soc. Nat. Hist. 39. San
Diego Nat. Hist. Mus., San Diego.
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SAN DIEGO FIELD JOIN SDFO
ORNITHOLOGISTS

Dues for Calendar year: $25.00, including all renewals.
Add $10.00 for each additional member in same house-
hold. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SDFO and

President Dave Povey (619) 972-3098 mail or give check to Membership Chair: Nancy Chris-
dpovey@nethere.com tensen, 14041 Mussey Grade, Ramona, CA 92065. For

Vice-president Justyn Stahl (619) 992-4595 membership information, call Nancy at (760) 788-8180..
Justyn.stahl @ gmail.com

Secretary Paula Theobald (760) 613-9677
paulatheo@icloud.com

Treasurer Conn}cljlj};nnlzggn@céglni)t 269-3264 Visit our website at

Program Chair Justyn Stahl (619) 992-4595 . . . .
Justyn.stahl @ gmail.com www.sandiegofieldornithologists.org

Membership Chair Nancy Christensen (760) 788-8180
nancy.r.christensen @ gmail.com

Publishing

Skimmer Editor John Walters (619) 267-1821
johnfwalters5552 @ gmail.com

Webmaster Gary Nunn (650) 305-0029

garybnunn @ gmail.com

Your contributions to The Skimmer are appreciated. Submit
articles and notices by the first of the month of publication by
mail to John Walters, 5552 Horse Ridge Way, Bonita, CA
91902, or by e-mail to johnfwalters5552 @gmail.com

San Diego Field Ornithologists
c/o Nancy Christensen

14041 Mussey Grade

Ramona, CA 92065




