
   

Volume 44, Number 1—January 2017  

 

SDFO NEWS 

 

Monthly Meeting 

 Tuesday, January 17, at 6:00 p.m., in the Hoffman Room of the San Diego Foundation Building,  2508 

 Historic Decatur Road. Going south on Rosecrans St. in the Midway area of town, turn left on Roose-

 velt Rd. into Liberty Station and proceed a couple of blocks to Decatur. Parking is available on the 

 street or in the adjacent parking lots. 

 Program: In place of a speaker, January's program will be a screening of the songbird documentary 

 “The Messenger,” which explores the diversity of birds world wide and the human-made threats that 

 put them at risk. The film is 90 min. long, and we will take a short intermission for refreshments and 

 stretching. More details about the film are available at http://songbirdsos.com  

 Next month’s meeting: Tuesday, February 21, same time, same place. Program to be announced. 

New Year’s Day SDFO Pelagic Trip  

  The traditional SDFO New Year's Day pelagic went off with thirty eight brave souls on a day with a  

 so-so forecast. Turned out to be a pleasant bright sunny day on the ocean out of Mission Bay. We cov-

 ered the area west of Mission Bay up to Torrey Pines 

 No exceptional birds, but  impressive numbers of Black-vented Shearwaters (1000), California Gulls 

 (1500+), fair numbers of Bonaparte's Gulls ( 400+), all feeding in a relatively few square miles west 

 of  southern La Jolla. We had some 5 Northern Fulmars, one dark-bellied shearwater (Short-tailed/ 

 Sooty? ), 3 Brown Boobies, no jaegers (odd?), a couple of pairs of Scripps's Murrelets, maybe ten 

 Cassin’s Auklets, and one (rare since the warm water years ) Rhinoceros Auklet. We had a very 

 cooperative adult Mew Gull, a couple of Glaucous-winged Gulls, and a Herring Gull. 

 We got a nice marine mammal show with a pod of Pacific White-sided Dolphins (30-40), a pod of 

 Common Dolphins (100-150) and two Humpback Whales, one seen close in, the other breaching 

 several times at a distance. 

 The Mission Bay jetties had a couple of Surfbirds, Two Black Turnstones, and one Ruddy Turn-

 stone. Also put together a fair list of year birds in the basin, with Little Blue Heron, two Pacific 

 Loons, a drake Red-breasted Merganser, Spotted Sandpiper, Belted Kingfisher, and even a "Myr-

 tle" Warbler in the parking lot (Sue Smith). 
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2016 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT RESULTS 

San Diego (Compiler: Justyn Stahl) 

The 64th annual San Diego Christmas Bird Count oc-

curred on 17 December 2016, with approximately 130 

birders participating. Weather was very pleasant, with 

almost no wind, and clear skies. A major storm the 

day before just missed ruining the count. Our total this 

year was 210, a hair above the 10-year average of 206. 

Notable highlights include: Greater White-fronted 

Goose (5), Snow Goose (5), Cackling Goose, Eurasian 

Wigeon (2), White-winged Scoter (1), Black Scoter 

(5), Long-tailed Duck (1), Short-tailed Shearwater (1), 

Brown Booby (13), Tricolored Heron (1), Yellow-

bellied Sapsucker (1), Plumbeous Vireo (2), Mountain 

Bluebird (16), Black-and-white Warbler (2), Magnolia 

Warbler (1), Chestnut-sided Warbler (1), Black-

throated Green Warbler (1), and Baltimore Oriole (1). 

 . 

Escondido (Compiler: Ken Weaver) 

Seventy-eight participants in the Escondido CBC held 

on December 31 experienced challenging weather 

with frequent rain showers and, in some cases, heavy 

fog.  The total number of species stands at 149. 

We added two species to our overall list.  Stan Wa-

lens, Nancy Christiansen, and Joni Ciarletta observed 

a Red-breasted Merganser at the Safari Park. This bird 

typically winters on salt water.  The White-winged 

Dove, generallly thought of as a desert bird, was also 

new to this count.  Clark Mahrdt and Jan Nordenberg 

observed one in the San Pasqual Valley near Bandy 

Canyon Rd. while Tim Burr and Kirsten Winter had a 

whopping ten individuals clear across the count circle 

near Black Canyon Rd. north of Ramona.  

Additional highlights included: 

Cackling Goose,  one individual near Orange Ave. in 

Ramona, another individual in Ramona at the Safari 

Park. 

Eurasian Wigeon, a drake at the Vineyard Golf Course 

in southwest Escondido.  

Common Goldeneye, one at Dixon Lake and two at 

the Vineyard Golf Course.  

Clark’s Grebe, two at Lake Wohlford. 

Least Bittern, one heard near Lake Wohlford. 

Zone-tailed Hawk, one at the Safari Park. 

Vermilion Flycatcher, one at the “Duck Pond” in Ra-

mona, another on Rangeland Rd. 

Plumbeous Vireo, one at the Safari Park. 

Sage Thrasher, a single bird on private property near 

the San Pasqual Agricultural Preserve. 

Four teams recorded a total of 150 Mountain Blue-

birds, and four teams reported a total of 11 Ferrugi-

nous Hawks.  A total of fifteen Hooded Mergansers 

was a high count for this species. 

 

Rancho Santa Fe (Compiler: Robert Patton) 

Thanks to the 101 participants in 45 groups who made 

the 3 January 2017 Rancho Santa Fe area Christmas 

Bird Count a success.  Not all results have been re-

ceived yet, but the preliminary results indicate 191 

Zone-tailed Hawk, seen on the Escondido Christmas Bird Count at Lake Hodges. 

Photo by Ken Weaver. 
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species.  Over the 35 years of this count, the average 

has been 174 species & range 145 to 202.  Thanks to 

Linda Jones for setting up the lunch spread and to 

County Parks staff for hosting the compilation at San 

Elijo Lagoon Nature Center. 

Notable species included Snow Goose in San Dieguito 

River Valley and Carmel Valley, Cackling Goose at 

the latter spot, Blue Goose sp. at the former spot, 

Wood Duck in Poway and at San Dieguito Reservoir, 

Greater Scaup at Miramar Lake and off Torrey Pines, 

Common Goldeneye in 4S Ranch, Hooded Merganser 

at San Elijo, San Dieguito Reservoir, and Felicita 

Park, Horned Grebe at San Dieguito wetlands, Brown 

Booby and Short-tailed Shearwater off Torrey Pines, 

Least Bittern at San Dieguito Reservoir, Zone-tailed 

Hawk at Lake Hodges, Rough-legged Hawk reported 

at San Elijo, Black Oystercatcher off Torrey Pines, 

Mew Gull at Penasquitos Lagoon mouth, Glaucous-

winged Gull there and at Miramar Lake, Caspian Tern 

at Torrey Pines and San Dieguito Lagoon, jaegers, 

Cassin's & Rhinoceros Auklet off Torrey Pines, Red-

breasted Sapsucker in Harmony Grove, Dusky-capped 

Flycatcher at San Diego Botanical Gardens (heard on 

count day & confirmed with photos the next day), 

Plumbeous Vireo in the Sun Valley area of Solana 

Beach/RSF, Violet-green and 

Rough-winged Swallows at Lake 

Hodges, Barn Swallow at San Di-

eguito River Valley, Lake Hodg-

es, San Dieguito Reservoir, and 

Torrey Pines, Red-breasted Nut-

hatch in Torrey Pines Extension 

and Sun Valley area, Canyon 

Wren at Del Dios Highlands Open 

Space, Gray Catbird in Cardiff, 

Yellow Warbler off Sunset Dr. 

NE Lake Hodges and in Cardiff, 

Black-throated Gray Warbler in 

Cardiff and Olivenhain, Hermit 

Warbler in Del Mar, American 

Redstart at Lake Hodges and at 

Swami's in Cardiff, Wilson's War-

bler at Sunset Dr. and San Elijo El 

Camino Real trailhead, Western Tanager in the Sun 

Valley area, Bell's Sparrow at Elfin Forest Reserve, 

Orchard Oriole in Cardiff, and Bullock's Oriole in the 

Sun Valley area. 

 

Anza-Borrego Desert (Compiler: Robert Theri-

ault) 

Eighty-nine birders showed up on December 18 under 

calm (cold in the morning) and dry weather for the 

34th edition of San Diego County’s Audubon Anza-

Borrego Desert Christmas Bird Count (CBC), spon-

sored by California State Parks, Anza-Borrego Foun-

dation and UC Irvine. 

One hundred eleven species were recorded, and this 

equals last year’s total as well—even the total number 

of birds tallied (about 9,500) closely mirrors 2015.  

White-crowned Sparrows were far and away the most 

numerous bird species, followed by White-winged 

Doves, Yellow-rumped Warblers and House Finches. 

The local House Finch population experienced a 

nosedive in 2014, from which it has yet to recover to 

traditional numbers, but the Eurasian Collared-Dove, 

Dusky-capped Flycatcher at the San Diego Botanical Garden, seen on the Rancho Santa Fe Christ-

mas Bird Count. Photo by Alison Hiers. 
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first tallied in the 2002 CBC, has for the first time sur-

passed the native Mourning Dove.   

The San Diego County Inca Dove population in 

Borrego is hanging on—one was found on count day, 

but we do know that at least 4 birds are still present in 

a single group. Year after year the Costa’s Humming-

bird tally from Borrego Valley is the highest of all the 

Christmas counts, and may well stay there even 

though its numbers dropped a bit from last year. Addi-

tionally, Mountain Bluebirds made an appearance af-

ter a no-show last year. 

Rare birds (for us) included Wood Duck, Red Head, 

Eurasian Wigeon, Blue-winged Teal, Hooded Mergan-

ser, Red-shouldered Hawk, Burrowing Owl, Red-

breasted and Red-naped Sapsuckers, a Yellow-shafted 

Northern Flicker, Ivory-billed Woodpecker (no, just 

kidding!), Vermilion Flycatcher, Plumbeous Vireo, 

Summer Tanager, and Rufous-crowned Sparrow. 

Thanks to all the participants!  

 

Oceanside (Compilers: 

Kirsten Winter, Jane 

Mygatt, and Tim Burr) 

The Oceanside Christmas 

Bird Count was completed on 

December 30, 2016.  The 

weather was cool and cloudy 

with intermittent rain.  115 

people in 39 teams participat-

ed in the count and spent 240 

hours looking for birds.  We 

found a total of 184 species 

and  31975 birds. 

Highlights included two spe-

cies new to the count circle:  

a Bell’s Vireo (eastern form) 

found by Tito Gonzalez near 

Buena Vista Audubon Nature 

Center and a Lilac-crowned 

Parrot found by Andy Mauro 

at Agua Hedionda Lagoon.  Other unusual birds in-

cluded Reddish Egret, Black and White Warbler, 

Chestnut-sided Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Wilson’s 

Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Bullock’s Oriole, Western 

Tanager and Summer Tanager.  

Record high populations of several inland bird species 

were found including 17 Greater Roadrunner, 130 

Acorn Woodpecker, 136 California Thrasher, and 495 

California Towhee. Most species were at average or 

below average numbers.   The most numerous species 

was Yellow-rumped Warbler at 2714 individuals, 

closely followed by American Coot at 2689 individu-

als.   

Many thanks to all the courageous birders who braved 

the rain and wind to complete this count! 

2016 Oceanside Christmas Bird count highlights: 

• 3 Ross’s Goose (Whelan Lake) and  1 Snow 

Goose (Camp Pendleton) 

• 7 Brant  (Agua Hedionda) 

• 1 Eurasian Wigeon (Batiquitos) 

American Kestrel seen on the Anza-Borrego Desert Christmas Bird Count. 

Not a rare bird, but a lovely picture! Photo by Bob Theriault. 
 



 5 

• 3 Red-throated Loon (Oceanside Harbor, Ba-

tiquitos) 

• 6 Horned Grebe (Del Mar Basin) 

• 1 Pelagic Cormorant (Pelagic)  

• 1 Reddish Egret  (Santa Margarita River estu-

ary) 

• 5 Ridgway’s Rail (Batiquitos Lagoon) 

• 1 Red-breasted and 1 Red-naped Sapsucker 

(Gopher Canyon) 

• 10 Vermilion Flycatcher  (La Costa, Whelan 

Lake) 

• 1 Bell’s Vireo (eastern) –  (near BV Audubon 

Nature Center) 

• 57 Horned Lark   (Camp Pendleton) 

 

Salton Sea (South) (Compiler: Adam Searcy) 

The Salton Sea (south) CBC was held on 20 Decem-

ber 2016. Weather was very pleasant with clear skies, 

temperatures ranging from 45 to 70 degrees F, and 

winds remaining below 5mph throughout the day.  A 

total of 154 species were tallied by 28 participants.   

Notable species seen and/or heard within the Christ-

mas Bird Count circle on 20 December 2016 included: 

Tundra Swan (5 – five photographed 

early in the morning flying westward 

from near the intersection of Davis and 

Schrimpf Rds. to Obsidian Butte, then 

seen flying eastward from the north end 

of Lack Rd. as they went over Obsidian 

Butte to east of the Salton Sea National 

Wildlife Refuge HQ in the late after-

noon), Hooded Merganser (1 – loca-

tion unknown), Common Merganser 

(2 – two “females” at the north end of 

Lack Rd. were swimming in the ditch 

along the east side of the road), Red-

breasted Merganser (19 – nineteen on 

various reservoirs and on the open water 

of the Salton Sea), Red-shouldered 

Hawk (2 – one immature at the intersection of Sperry 

and Eddins Rds. at the western edge of Calipatria and 

one in Niland), Mew Gull (1 – one adult with Ring-

billed Gulls between Rock Hill and Obsidian Butte), 

Western Gull (4 – one adult near the intersection of 

Lack and Lindsey Rds., two adults together at the 

north end of Lack Rd. and one adult at the northeast 

corner of Obsidian Butte), Yellow-footed Gull (1 – 

one adult at Rock Hill), White-winged Dove (2 – two 

with Eurasian Collared-Doves near the southern end 

of International south of Niland), Ash-throated Fly-

catcher (1 – one in the willows at the northeast corner 

of the Imperial Irrigation District Wetlands southwest 

of Niland),  Northern Waterthrush (1 – one giving 

the diagnostic “chink chink” calls from dense salt-

cedar in the ditch along the south side of Grubel Rd. 

about 150 yards east of Lack Rd. was originally found 

here on 17 December by Dorian Anderson), Ameri-

can Redstart (2 – one adult male and one “female” in 

the willows at the northeast corner of the Imperial Irri-

gation District Wetlands southwest of Niland), Yellow 

Warbler (1 – one in Calipatria), Swamp Sparrow (1 

– one foraging on exposed mud adjacent to dense salt-

cedar in the ditch along the south side of Grubel Rd. 

about 150 yards east of Lack Rd.), Harris’s Sparrow 

(1 – one immature with White-crowned Sparrows 

along the first part of the trail from the Refuge HQ to 

Rock Hill). 

Reddish Egret at the Santa Margarita River estuary, seen on the Oceanside Christmas Bird Count. 

Photo by Tim Burr. 
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JOIN SDFO 

 
Dues for Calendar year: $25.00, including all renewals.   
Add $10.00 for each additional member in same house- 
hold.  MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SDFO and 
mail or  give check to Membership Chair: Nancy Chris-
tensen, 14041 Mussey Grade, Ramona, CA 92065. For 
membership information, call Nancy at (760) 788-8180.. 
 
 

 
Visit our website at 

 

www.sandiegofieldornithologists.org 
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