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SDFO NEWS 

 

Monthly Meeting 

 Tuesday, October 18, at 6:00 p.m., in the Hoffman Room of the San Diego Foundation Building,  2508 

 Historic Decatur Road. Going south on Rosecrans St. in the Midway area of town, turn left on Roose-

 velt Rd. into Liberty Station and proceed a couple of blocks to Decatur. Parking is available on the 

 street or in the adjacent parking lots. 

 Program: “Birding the Blob,” by Alvaro Jaramillo. 

 Weird things have been happening 

 on the ocean and on land in the 

 recent past with respect to Califor-

 nia’s birdlife. We have been living 

 through a drought, and we have 

 also had some amazingly unusual 

 warm water offshore, that has been 

 termed “the Blob.” The Blob is as 

 ominous as it sounds, and exciting 

 all at the same time. The bird life 

 is reacting to differences in cli-

 mate, and incredibly quickly. Is 

 this good, bad? What is it? We 

 may be in a time of transition, and 

 for the naturalist it can be interest-

 ing as new and different species 

 are appearing, formerly rare birds 

 are becoming common even. It 

 may not last, and we may look at 

 this as a “blip” in time. Perhaps. Weird causes worry, but it also causes the birder to wonder about how 

 exactly things work, what discoveries are there to be made and what unexpected birds and other crea-

 tures may pop up in weird times. This will be a trip through some of the effects and oddities of our 

 time in the Blob, the excitement of watching nature adapt and also a nice little background of what 

 makes southern and central California an incredibly special place to watch ocean birds. 

 Alvaro Jaramillo, owner of Alvaro’s Adventures, was born in Chile but began birding in Toronto, 

 where he lived as a youth. He was trained in ecology and evolution with a particular interest in bird 

 behavior. Research forays and backpacking trips introduced Alvaro to the riches of the Neotropics, 

 where he has traveled extensively. He is the author of The Birds of Chile, an authoritative yet portable  
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 field guide to Chile’s birds. Alvaro writes the “Identify Yourself” column in Bird Watcher’s Digest. 

 Alvaro recently wrote part of the sparrow chapter for the Handbook of Birds of the World, and the new 

 ABA Field Guide Birds of California. He was recently granted the Eisenmann Medal by the Linnean 

 Society of New York; it is awarded occasionally for excellence in ornithology and encouragement of 

 the amateur. He organizes and leads international birding tours, as well as a full schedule of pelagic 

 trips out of Monterey, Bodega Bay and Half Moon Bay. Alvaro lives with his family in Half Moon 

 Bay, California. 

 Next month’s meeting: Tuesday, November 15, same time, same place. Program to be announced. 

 

SAN DIEGO BIRD OBSERVATIONS, SEPTEMBER 2016 

 

Compiled by Justyn Stahl and Guy McCaskie 

Among the waterfowl re-

turning to San Diego for 

the winter, the male Eura-

sian Wigeon was an early 

returnee to Famosa Slough 

on 21 Sep (M&PT).  A 

Black-footed Albatross 

was seen from the Search-

er 17 nm W of La Jolla on 

5 Sep (DP).  The highlight 

of the 25 Sep pelagic 

aboard the Grande was a 

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel 

(JP, JTS).  Three trips this 

month recorded Least 

Storm-Petrel, with a high 

of 12-15 on 25 Sep (DP).  

An immature Broad-winged Hawk passed over 

Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery on 17 Sep (GN, 

MSa).  Back for another winter, a Zone-tailed Hawk 

was seen at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park 22 Sep 

(SR). While regular in spring in the desert, Swainson’s 

Hawks on the coastal slope are notable, as were indi-

viduals seen over Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery on 

7 Sep (MSa) and San Marcos on 26 Sep (BM). Four 

Black Oystercatchers were seen at Ballast Pt. on the 

25 Sep pelagic trip (JTS).   

A returning adult Pacific Golden-Plover was at the 

Tijuana R. mouth through at least 16 Sep (RTP).  Soli-

tary Sandpipers were at: Lake O’Neill on 7 Sep (BM) 

and 9-18 Sep, when up to 2 were present (PAG, BM, 

Swainson’s Hawk at Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery. Photo by Matt Sadowski. 
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AB); the San Luis Rey R. mouth 7-23 Sep 

(BM etc); and in the Tijuana R. Valley at 

the Bird & Butterfly Garden 7 Sep (JP).  

The juvenile Stilt Sandpiper found 28 Au-

gust was still present at Lake Henshaw on 

3 Sep (GN).  Lake Henshaw also hosted 

continuing Baird’s Sandpipers, with 14 on 

3 Sep (GN) and 4 on 10 Sep (RA); other 

singles were at the S San Diego Bay Salt 

Works on 14 Sep (MSa) and at the Tijuana 

R. mouth 24 Sep (BF).  Pectoral Sandpi-

pers made a strong showing: 2 were at the 

San Diego R. mouth 1 Sep (MSa), 1 was 

at Lake Henshaw 3 Sep (GN), 1 was on 

Camp Pendleton 10-12 Sep (PAG, BM)—

followed by 7 on 18 Sep (AB) and 3 on 25 Sep 

(JR), 1 was at Sweetwater Reservoir (JP), 1 

bounced between the San Diego R. mouth and Famosa 

Slough 20-24 Sep (JB, VW), and 1 was at the Tijuana 

R. mouth 23 Sep (RF).  

Five Craveri’s Murrelets were spotted from the 

Searcher on 5 Sep (DP), while a pair was seen from 

the Grande on 25 Sep (DP).  Declining in occurrence 

in recent years, a 19 Sep sighting of a Black Tern at 

Sweetwater Reservoir was notable (JB).  Common 

Tern observations at Sweetwater on 3 Sep (CJ) and 19 

Sep (JB) at Sweetwater were also notable inland re-

ports.  An adult Arctic Tern on shore at the San Luis 

Rey R. mouth 12 Sep was highly unusual (BM).  A 

well-inland Black Skimmer was on Sweetwater Reser-

voir 4 Sep (JB).  Coastal slope records of White-

winged Dove included one from Lakeside 1 Sep (SC), 

another from El Cajon 7-19 Sep (CKS), and singles 

from Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery on 8-10 Sep 

(SS), 17 Sep, and 24 Sep (PR).  A Short-eared Owl 

was photographed in Anza-Borrego State Park 8 Sep 

(SB).  

September is always an exciting time for passerines 

along the coast, and daily sojourns to Ft. Rosecrans 

National Cemetery, in particular, proved fruitful.  A 

Gray Flycatcher was at Ft. Rosecrans National Ceme-

tery 8 Sep (MSa), and another there 24-28 Sep (GN).  

Single Vermilion Flycatchers were away from known 

breeding locales when seen at Lake Henshaw 3-10 

Sep (GN) and San Elijo Lagoon 3 Sep (RW).  Tropical 

Kingbirds were in the Tijuana R. Valley 18 Sep (DP), 

at Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery 24 Sep (GN), and 

at Spreckles Park on Coronado 16 Sep (BF).  An East-

ern Kingbird was found by a visiting birder in Tecolote 

Canyon on 9 Sep (EK).  Two Plumbeous Vireos were 

at Buddy Todd Park in Oceanside 15 Sep (PGN), 

while a solitary bird was at Cottonwood Creek 22 Sep 

(KA).  Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery hosted higher 

quality vireos, with a Blue-headed Vireo present 18 

Sep (GN) and a Yellow-green Vireo on 9 Sep 

(M&PT).  An immature Purple Martin was on the 

move over Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery on 26 

Sep (TB).  Four Bank Swallows were at Sweetwater 

Reservoir 17 Sep (JP), where one was seen 18 Sep 

(CJ); another was in the Tijuana R. Valley 18 Sep 

(CJ). 

There were 2 Northern Waterthrushes together in the 

Tijuana River Valley on Saturn Blvd. on 4 Sep (one 

through 18 Sep, JP), another was at Dairy Mart Pond 

23 Sep (RF).  Three Black-and-white Warblers were 

reported: 1 in Carlsbad 20 Sep (PAG), 1 at the Bird & 

Butterfly Garden 23 Sep (M&PT), and another at Nes-

tor Park 30 Sep (NC).  Four Tennessee Warblers were 

Blue-headed Vireo at Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery. Photo by Gary Nunn. 
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seen: 1 at Ft. 

Rosecrans Nation-

al Cemetery 8-9 

Sep (MSa), 1 in La 

Jolla 8-20 Sep 

(TG), 1 at Cotton-

wood Creek Park 

12 Sep (GCH), and 

1 on Naval Air 

Station North Is-

land 30 Sep 

(JMcM).  More 

unusual was a Vir-

ginia’s Warbler at 

Cabrillo 16 Sep 

(MSa). American Redstarts were 

largely confined to Ft. Rosecrans 

National Cemetery this month, with 2 on 2 Sep (CJ, 1 

until 8 Sep), 1 on 13 Sep (SES), and 1 on 20 Sep 

(NC), but 1 was also in Presidio Park on 18 Sep (PU).  

A Northern Parula was found 21 Sep at Ft. Rosecrans 

National Cemetery (RN), while a Magnolia Warbler 

was there 20-28 Sep (RN).  Cabrillo National Monu-

ment produced a male Blackburnian Warbler on 10 

Sep (MSa), while the Bird & Butterfly Garden pro-

duced a female on 30 Sep (NC).  A single Chestnut-

sided Warbler was reported from Ft. Rosecrans Na-

tional Cemetery 15 Sep (MSa), where a Blackpoll 

Warbler was present 4 Sep (GN), as were 2 Palm War-

blers 25 Sep 

(GMcC, GN).  A 

bird-ID forum on 

Facebook yielded a 

Canada Warbler in 

Ramona 9 Sep 

(CK).  

Just one Clay-

colored Sparrow 

was found this 

month at Villa La 

Jolla in La Jolla 28-

30 Sep (TG).  

Coastal Brewer’s 

Sparrows were 

found at San 

Elijo Lagoon 9

-15 Sep 

(JMcM) and at 

Ft. Rosecrans 

11 Sep (JP), 19 

Sep (RN), and 

24 Sep (GN).  

An immature 

Black-throated 

Sparrow at Ft. 

Rosecrans was 

an unusual mi-

grant to the 

coast (JTS), as 

was a Vesper 

Sparrow at the same location 24 Sep (JTS).  A Lin-

coln’s Sparrow on Palomar Mt. on 5 Sep may have 

summered locally (GG), while one in Borrego Springs 

on 14 Sep was a more typical arrival date (NC).  Four 

Fox Sparrows were the first-of-fall on 24 Sep at Ft. 

Rosecrans National Cemetery (MiS).  A female Sum-

mer Tanager was found at Villa La Jolla Park on 26 

Sep (TG). An adult male Rose-breasted Grosbeak was 

in Borrego Springs 5 Sep (MY), one was at the San 

Diego Botanic Garden the same day (SES), and anoth-

er was in Oceanside 17 Sep (VG).  Jacumba produced 

an adult male Indigo Bunting 9-11 Sep (EGK), while 

Ft. Rosecrans National 

Cemetery hosted an im-

mature bird 24 Sep 

(GN). A female Painted 

Bunting was in Jacum-

ba 9 Sep (EGK).  A 

Dickcissel was heard 

making its flatulent 

flight call over Ft. 

Rosecrans National 

Cemetery on 12 Sep 

(MSa).  A female Or-

chard Oriole was seen 

at Ft. Rosecrans Nation-

Blackpoll Warbler at Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery. Photo by Mel Senac. 

Canada Warbler near Ramona. Photo by Catherine Kelley. 
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al Cemetery 8 Sep (GN), while Baltimore Orioles 

were at Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery 10 Sep (GN) 

and in Carlsbad 25-29 Sep (likely returning/wintering, 

TG).  One Red Crossbill was seen in the Laguna Mts. 

22 Sep (RF), while 3 were reported from Palomar Mt. 

two days later (SES).  

 

Observers: Ryan Andrews, Alex Bairstow, Tom Bax-

ter, Steve Bier, John Bruin, Suzanne Carter, Nancy 

Christensen, Brian Flick, Rob Fowler, Greg Gillson, 

V. Golden, Tito Gonzalez, Gjon C. Hazard, Charles 

Jackson, Catherine Kelly, Eric G. Kallen, Eugene 

Keferl, Guy McCaskie, Brennan Mulrooney, Gary 

Nunn, Jim Pawlicki, Dave Povey, Peter Roberts, Steve 

Ritt, Matt Sadowski, Mike Sanders, Christopher K. 

Smith, Susan E. Smith, Justyn T. Stahl, Millie & Peter 

Thomas, Philip Unitt, Vic Warren, Marcy Yates. 
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JOIN SDFO 

 
Dues for Calendar year: $25.00, including all renewals.   
Add $10.00 for each additional member in same house- 
hold.  MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SDFO and 
mail or  give check to Membership Chair: Nancy Chris-
tensen, 14041 Mussey Grade, Ramona, CA 92065. For 
membership information, call Nancy at (760) 788-8180.. 
 
 

 
Visit our website at 

 

www.sandiegofieldornithologists.org 
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