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SDFO NEWS 

 

Monthly Meeting 

 Tuesday, January 19, at 6:00 p.m., in the Hoffman Room of the San Diego Foundation Building, 2508 

 Historic Decatur Road. Going south on Rosecrans St. in the Midway area of town, turn left on Roose-

 velt Rd. into Liberty Station and proceed a couple of blocks to Decatur. Parking is available on the 

 street or in the adjacent parking lots.  

 Program: “A Very Big California Year,” by Curtis Marantz. 

 Curtis Marantz spent 2014 crisscrossing California in an 

 attempt to find as many species as possible during a one-

 year period. With much effort, Marantz saw 485 species in 

 California, including every species that now breeds regu-

 larly in the state and all 11 introduced species that are con-

 sidered to be established by the California Bird Records 

 Committee. This total broke the previous record of 481 

 species set in 1996 by Vernon Howe, who coincidentally 

 also lives in Riverside. This talk will provide an overview 

 of how the previous year list record was broken and it will 

 include various stories about the birds seen (or in some 

 cases missed) while driving approximately 40,000 miles in 

 the course of a single year. Marantz tried to document 

 photographically as many noteworthy species as possible, 

 and photographs of many of the more unusual species 

 (such as this Brambling) will  be shown. 

 Curtis Marantz received a M.S. in biology from Louisiana 

 State University and a Ph.D. from the University of Mass-

 achusetts. Research for both degrees examined vocal vari-

 ation and systematics in groups of woodcreepers, a passerine family that occurs exclusively in the   

 Neotropics. For his field work Marantz spent extended periods of time making audio recordings of 

 woodcreepers and other birds in the forests of Brazil and Venezuela, but also with shorter periods of 

 time spent in Bolivia, Peru, and Costa Rica. He now resides in Riverside, where he is a biological con-

 sultant at times and a rabid birder at others. 

 Next month’s meeting: Tuesday, February 16, same time, same place. Program: “Conservation Genet-

 ics of the Bell’s Vireo,” By Kevin Burns.  
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SAN DIEGO COUNTY BIRD OBSERVATIONS, DECEMBER 2015 

 

Compiled/Edited by Sara Baase Mayers 

San Diego Christmas Bird Count, Dec. 19 

(Steve Ritt, coordinator) 

 

Roughly 125 birders participated in the San Diego 

CBC.  The preliminary total stands at 220 species. 

This ties the 1979, 2010, and 2011 totals as being next 

behind the 1969 record of 223 species.  

Rarities we observed that were known to be present 

included Thick-billed Kingbird, Townsend’s Solitaire, 

Black-throated Green Warbler, and Hepatic Tanager.  

Surprises included two Black-

legged Kittiwakes, two Brown 

Creepers, Vaux’s Swift, Golden 

Eagle, three Prairie Falcons, Gold-

en-crowned Kinglet, at least two 

Orchard Orioles, a new Hooded 

Oriole, and roughly 50 Brown Boo-

bies.  Highlights (including these 

with their locations) are listed be-

low.  

Snow Goose (2 at J St. mudflats, 2 

at Sweetwater Dam); Sooty Shear-

water (on the ocean); Eurasian 

Wigeon (Sweetwater River); Can-

vasback (Sweetwater Reservoir); 

Black Scoter (2 adult males in San 

Diego Bay at Grand Caribe, Coro-

nado Cays); Hooded Merganser 

(Chollas Heights Reservoir); 

Brown Booby (estimated 50 on the 

ocean and 1 perched at the end of 

the Imperial Beach Pier); Reddish Egret (J St. mud-

flats); Yellow-crowned Night-Heron (6 at Imperial 

Beach Sports Park); Golden Eagle (adult at Sweetwa-

ter Dam); Bald Eagle (4th cycle bird at Sweetwater 

Dam); Wilson’s Snipe (Rohr Park in Chula Vista); 

Laughing Gull (Bayside Park in Chula Vista); Mew 

Gull (1 at Cabrillo National Monument, 1 at North 

Island); Black-legged Kittiwake (1 seen from Cabrillo 

NM, 1 on the ocean); Burrowing Owl (1 at Ream 

Field, 2 at Sweetwater Reservoir, 1 in the Salt Works); 

Vaux’s Swift (Sweetwater Reservoir); Costa's Hum-

mingbird (2 in residential Coronado); Acorn Wood-

pecker (2 near the Marston House in San Diego); Prai-

rie Falcon (2 at Sweetwater Dam, 1 in the Tijuana 

River Valley); Western Flycatcher (Bird & Butterfly 

Garden); Hammond’s Flycatcher (in its 4th winter near 

the Marston House); Vermilion Flycatcher (Sunset 

Ave. ball fields); Thick-billed Kingbird (in its 6th win-

ter at Poggi Canyon in Chula Vista); Tropical King-

bird (1 at Dairy Mart Pond, 1 on North Island); Plum-

Osprey at the South San Diego Bay salt works, San Diego CBC. 

Photo by Michael Evans. 
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beous Vireo (1 at San Diego City College, 1 in Green-

wood Cemetery); White-breasted Nuthatch (1 in North 

Island Navy Golf Course, 1 in Greenwood Cemetery); 

Brown Creeper (2 at Poggi Canyon greenbelt); North-

ern Rough-winged Swallow (4 at Sweetwater Dam ); 

Golden-crowned Kinglet (residential Coronado); 

Phainopepla (residential Imperial Beach); 

Townsend’s Solitaire (San Diego City Col-

lege ); Northern Waterthrush  (Dairy Mart 

stick pond); Black-and-White Warbler 

(Balboa Park); Nashville Warbler (15th St. in 

Imperial Beach); American Redstart (North 

Island Navy Golf Course); Palm Warbler 

(along Martin Luther King Jr. Promenade in 

San Diego); Hermit Warbler (Bird & Butterfly 

Garden; another at San Diego City College 

was in the count week); Black-throated Green 

Warbler (1 in Greenwood Cemetery, 1 in Chu-

la Vista’s Friendship Park); Green-tailed Tow-

hee (near Monument Rd. in the Tijuana River 

Valley); Rufous-crowned Sparrow (2 at 

Sweetwater Dam); Nelson’s Sparrow (Tijuana 

Estuary, Dec. 20); Swamp Sparrow (Kimball Park in 

National City); Hepatic Tanager (in its 5th winter near 

the Marston House); Orchard Oriole (1 at North Is-

land, 1 on 15th St. in Imperial Beach); Hooded Oriole 

(1 at Kimball Park, 1 in residential Nestor); Baltimore 

Oriole (1 at Sunnyslope Park, 1 on North Island); Tri-

colored Blackbird (200 at Otay Valley Landfill, 30 in 

Rohr Park); Pine Siskin (multiples in scattered loca-

tions); Purple Finch (2 at Mt. Hope Cemetery in San 

Diego).  

Anza-Borrego Christmas Bird Count, Dec. 20  (by 

Bob Theriault, coordinator) 

The preliminary total for the Anza-Borrego Desert 

CBC stands at 109 species, well below the record of 

134 in 2010, and the lowest count for the last seven 

years. I suppose that the total number of birds this year 

will be down, but that waits to be determined this first 

week of January.  

Highlights of the December 20th census were Tundra 

Swan, Eurasian Wigeon (female), Wood Duck, Barn 

Swallow, Red-breasted Nuthatch, and Summer Tana-

ger (male).  

Desert thrashers remain difficult to find; only a single 

Le Conte’s was found this year by the Clark Valley 

team, and one Crissal was reported from the Borrego 

Sink.  No Sagebrush Sparrows were identified, and 

indeed, not even a “sage” sparrow was seen at Clark, 

where expected. However, the pale form of the Bell’s 

Sparrow was noted elsewhere. 

 

Lake Henshaw CBC, Dec. 21 (by Gretchen Cum-

mings, coordinator) 

A total of 24 participants covered 11 survey areas and 

found 118 species. Two of the species were rare for 

the count and required documentation. Those two spe-

Verdin, Anza-Borrego CBC. Photo by Ernie Cowan 
 

Canyon Wren, Anza-Borrego CBC. Photo by Tom Blackman. 



 4 

cies were Blue-winged Teal and Long-

billed Curlew. Both were seen at Lake Hen-

shaw.  

We had no unusually high counts of species 

this year.  The Mountain Chickadee num-

bers were very low.  

This year, we were once again able to sur-

vey the Warner Springs golf course for the 

count thanks to Bill McWethy. 

 

Oceanside CBC, Dec. 27 (Andy Mauro, 

coordinator) 

Many thanks to the 129 observers and 11 

Buena Vista Audubon Society Nature Center volun-

teers who participated in the Oceanside 

CBC.  The preliminary tally stands at 197 spe-

cies.  That would be the second-highest species total 

for the Oceanside count, surpassed only by a couple of 

200-species years back around 1990.   

Here are the highlights: A Greater White-fronted 

Goose was at Lake San Marcos. The pelagic team 

contributed a brown booby and black oystercatch-

er.  We scored an owl trifecta at Dawson Creek Pre-

serve, including the reliable Western Screech Owl.  A 

Screech Owl was also recorded at Gopher Can-

yon.  A lonely Cactus Wren was heard on Camp Pend-

leton; this species struggles to barely hang on at the 

Base.  A real surprise was the Blue-headed Vireo in 

Bonsall.   (There were only two previous winter rec-

ords, and almost all the Blue-headed Vireos in the 

county at any season have been near the coast [Unitt, 

2004]).  A Golden-crowned Kinglet was heard in Go-

pher Canyon.  An oriole grand slam at the now-

famous Seascape Apartments in Carlsbad included 

a Hooded, Orchard, Baltimore, and multiple Bullock's 

Orioles.  And then there were the warblers—two Ten-

nessee Warblers north of Batiquitos Lagoon, a Mag-

nolia Warbler in Vista (another surprise, with only two 

previously known wintering in the county and two 

others seen as late as December, possibly late fall 

stragglers), and a Palm Warbler in Carlsbad; also 

a Black-and-White Warbler at El Camino Country 

Club and a Wilson's Warbler at Lake San Marcos.  

 

Rancho Santa Fe CBC, Dec. 29 (Robert Patton, coor-

dinator) 

Preliminary results indicate 193 species on the count 

day plus three additional count week species.  Over 

the 34 years of this count, the average has been 174 

species, with a range of 145 to 202, so this was a very 

successful count.   

Zone-tailed Hawk, Rancho Santa Fe CBC. Photo by Jeanie Anderson.  

Blue-headed Vireo, Oceanside CBC. 

Photo by Mark Stratton. 
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Only two Yellow-breasted Chats had been recorded in 

San Diego County in December prior to publication of 

the San Diego County Bird Atlas, and Pine Warblers 

are rare winter visitors.  Thus the Chat and Pine War-

bler found in Del Mar were surprises and the best new 

birds for the count.  Species observed that are rare in 

the county include Zone-tailed Hawk in Del Dios; Pa-

cific Golden-Plover at the San Dieguito polo fields; 

Glaucous Gull (hybrid) at Lake Miramar; Scissor-

tailed Flycatcher on the northwest edge of the eastern 

mesa at San Elijo Lagoon, present since Oct. 12; 

Plumbeous Vireo at San Elijo Lagoon (Dec. 28); 

Black-and-White Warbler, one at the San Elijo La-

goon nature center and another in Solana Beach; Ten-

nessee Warbler in Solana Beach; White-throated Spar-

row at the Black Mountain trailhead; Summer Tanager 

in Solana Beach; Orchard Oriole, with females at San 

Diego Botanical Gardens, another female along Sun 

Valley Rd. in San Marcos, and a male on Arden Dr. in 

Encinitas; and Red Crossbills at two locations in Sola-

na Beach.    

Other species found on the count that are unusual in 

this area or at this time of year include Wood Duck, 

Common Goldeneye (2), Least Bittern, Hooded Mer-

ganser (4), Northern Fulmar, Brown Booby (8), Red 

Phalarope, Common Murre, Cassin's Auklet, Ferrugi-

nous Hawk, Thayer's Gull, Red-breasted Sapsucker, 

Pacific-slope Flycatcher, Violet-green Swallow, Barn 

Swallow, Brown Creeper, Yellow Warbler, Wilson's 

Warbler (2), Western Tana-

ger (7), and Bell’s Sparrow. 

 

Escondido CBC, Jan. 2 

(Ken Weaver, coordinator) 

Birds seen on the Escondido 

count will be included in the 

January report. 

 

More December Observa-

tions 

A White-winged Scoter flew 

south, close to shore, at Pt. 

La Jolla in La Jolla 3 Dec 

(TG).  A Surf Scoter at Low-

er Otay Reservoir 13-30 Dec 

(JB, JP) was unusual inland.  

Including those on the San 

Diego CBC, five Black Scoters were observed.  A Red

-necked Grebe was at Oceanside harbor 30 Dec 

(PAG).  Six Zone-tailed Hawks were reported in addi-

tion to the one on the Rancho Santa Fe CBC: an adult 

at 

Red Crossbill, Rancho Santa Fe CBC. Photo by Nancy Christensen.  

Black-and-White Warbler, Rancho Santa Fe CBC. Photo by Steve Brad. 
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 the San Diego Zoo Safari Park near Escondido 14 Nov

-2 Jan (CS, NC), an immature bird there 21 Nov-2 Jan 

(CJ, NC), and single adults in El Cajon 11 Dec (CKS), 

in Fallbrook 20 Dec (KW), near Bonsall 25 Dec 

(AM), and at the Ramona Grasslands 30 Dec (JMcM).  

A Lesser Black-backed Gull at the Tijuana River 

mouth 24 Nov (MS) reappeared in south San Diego 

Bay near J Street 6 Dec (JP).  A 1st-winter Glaucous 

Gull was seen well as it flew by Pt. La Jolla 4 Dec 

(BM).  Inca Doves, an A-rarity for the county but now 

resident in Borrego Springs for at least two years, con-

tinued with two there 7 Sep-20 Dec (WTH, PA).  A 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker is spending its 2nd winter in 

Collier Park in Ramona (MB, RG).  The Tropical 

Kingbird at Liberty Station in Pt. Loma continues 14 

Oct-20 Dec (PEL, JK).  A second Scissor-tailed Fly-

catcher (in addition to the one near San Elijo Lagoon) 

was in National City 1-5 Dec (SR, WM).  Unexpected 

warblers include a MacGillivray’s Warbler in Hillcrest 

12 Dec (PU), a Chestnut-sided Warbler in Coronado 

22 Nov-3 Dec (PEL, BM), and a Painted Redstart in 

West Shepherd Canyon in Tierrasanta 28 Nov-6 Jan 

(PEL).  High tides brought several Nelson’s Sparrows 

into view at the Tijuana Estuary, both along the 

McCoy Trail and from Seacoast Blvd. (CZ, LH, MS, 

GMcC, TR, LE).  A male Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

was in Jamul 20-30 Dec (JM). Two Baltimore Orioles 

continue at Liberty Station 15 Oct-8 Dec (GMcC, 

PEL).  In addition to the Red Crossbills seen on the 

CBC, a small flock was in Jacumba 17 Nov-1 Jan 

(EGK). 

 

A few species were seen in larger than typical num-

bers, for example, nine Plumbeous Vireos in locations 

from the Tijuana River Valley to Ramona and 12 

Black-and-white Warblers, from the Tijuana River 

Valley to Fallbrook.  American Robin, irregular in 

winter in San Diego County [Unitt, 2004], was abun-

dant this month, with large numbers in the Cuyamacas 

(“scores, if not 100,” 19 Dec, RW), on the Oceanside 

CBC, in Pt. Loma, and in Balboa Park. 

Listed observers:  Paulette Ache, Michael Beeve, John 

Bruin, Nancy Christensen, Leo Edson, Peter A. Gins-

burg, Tito Gonzales, Rick Grove, Louis Hoeniger, W. 

Terry Hunefeld, Charles Jackson, Eric G. Kallen, Jay 

Keller, Paul E. Lehman, John Martin, Guy McCaskie, 

Jimmy McMorran, Alan Miller, William Moramarco, 

Brennan Mulrooney, Jim Pawlicki, Steve Ritt, Tuck 

Russell, Matt Sadowski, Chelsea Smith, Christopher 

K. Smith, Phil Unitt, Robyn Waayers, Kenneth Weav-

er, Catherine Zinsky. 

 

Reference:  

Unitt, Philip, San Diego County Bird Atlas, Proc. San 

Diego Soc. Nat. Hist. 39, San Diego Nat. Hist. Mus., 

San Diego, 2004. 
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JOIN SDFO 

 
Dues for Calendar year: $25.00, including all renewals.   
Add $10.00 for each additional member in same house- 
hold.  MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SDFO and 
mail or  give check to Membership Chair: Mike Gold-
hamer, 1231 Myrtle Ave., San Diego, CA 92103. For 
membership information, call Mike at (619) 888-6183. 
 
 

 
Visit our website at 

 

www.sandiegofieldornithologists.org 
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