
   

Volume 42, Number 10—October 2015 

 

SDFO NEWS 

 

Monthly Meeting 

 Tuesday, October 20, at 6:00 p.m., in the Hoffman Room of the San Diego Foundation Building,  2508 

 Historic Decatur Road. Going south on Rosecrans St. in the Midway area of town, turn left on Roose-

 velt Rd. into Liberty Station and proceed a couple of blocks to Decatur. Parking is available on the 

 street or in the adjacent parking lots. 

 Program: “Bald Eagle and Peregrine Falcon Restoration 

 on the Channel Islands,” by Dr. Peter Sharpe. 

 Dr. Peter Sharpe’s program will include a history of 

 Bald Eagles and Peregrine Falcons on the California 

 Channel Islands, including the factors that led to their 

 decima tion. Dr. Sharpe will discuss the efforts that have 

 been made to return these birds to the Channel Islands, 

 the recent successes, and the current status of Bald Ea-

 gles and Peregrines on the Channel Islands. The pro-

 gram will include both slides and video of the restora-

 tion efforts. 

 Peter Sharpe received his Bachelor’s degree in Ecol-

 ogy/Ethology from the University of Illinois at Urbana-

 Champaign in 1988. He continued his education study-

 ing ruffed grouse ecology and completed his Master’s 

 degree in Zoology at Southern Illinois University at Car-

 bondale in 1991. Dr. Sharpe attended Colorado State 

 University for his Ph.D. work, studying the behavioral 

 ecology of Townsend’s Ground Squirrels in the Snake River Birds of Prey area in southwestern Idaho. 

 Dr. Sharpe has been directing the Institute for Wildlife Studies’ (IWS) bald eagle restoration activities 

 on the California Channel Islands since 1997 and Peregrine Falcon monitoring since 2013. In addition, 

 he has participated on other IWS projects, including studies of Osprey, Island Fox, and Loggerhead 

 Shrike. 

 Next month’s meeting: Tuesday, November 17, same time, same place. Program: Brian L. Sullivan 

 will discuss “eBird: Innovating Citizen-Science, Big Data Research, and Bird Conservation.”  
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SAN DIEGO COUNTY BIRD OBSERVATIONS,  

SEPTEMBER 2015 

 

Compiled by Guy McCaskie 

A flock of 40 

Greater White-fronted 

Geese at the Sweetwa-

ter Marsh N.W.R. in 

Chula Vista 25-26 Sep 

(ML) and 26 around 

the San Diego River 

mouth/Famosa Slough 

26 Sep (TAB) coin-

cides with the fall arri-

val of similar flocks in 

adjacent counties. 

Birds seen during the 

27 September Buena 

Vista Audubon Socie-

ty pelagic bird trip off 

San Diego aboard the Privateer included comparative 

views of about 15 Least Storm-Petrels with the more 

numerous Black and Leach’s Storm-Petrels. In addi-

tion, a hatch-year Long

-tailed Jaeger remained 

close to the boat for all 

to enjoy, and a most 

obliging hatch-year 

Arctic Tern remained 

with Common Terns 

behind the boat for 10-

15 minutes, allowing 

all to note the subtle 

differences between 

these two similar spe-

cies. A Red-billed 

Tropicbird seen from 

shore at Cardiff State 

Beach 14 Sep (MSa), 

another about 10 

miles off 

Oceanside 28 Sep 

(BM) and one 

about 10 miles sw 

of Pt. Loma 30 

Sep (DPo) are the 

only three report-

ed in the County 

so far this year. 

What may well 

have been a sub-

adult Nazca Boo-

by landed on the 

whale-watching 

boat Hornblower 

about 7 miles off Pt. Loma 1 Sep (SS), and Brown 

Boobies remain present offshore, with 22 seen 30 Sep 

(DPo). A Neotropic Cormorant photographed on 

Lake O’Neill at 

Camp Pendleton 

30 Sep (LG), pos-

sibly the same 

bird present last 

fall, was still pre-

sent the following 

day and can be 

expected to stay 

for an extended 

period of time as 

did the one last 

fall. The immature 

Reddish Egret, 

present on south 

San Diego Bay 

Immature Long-tailed Jaeger 25 miles off San Diego. Photo by Justyn Stahl. 
 

Arctic Tern at the Nine-Mile Bank. Photo by Justyn Stahl. 
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since 19 February, and the adult, present since 22 

June, were both together at the Sweetwater River 

mouth 26 Sep (RTP). Yellow-crowned Night-Herons 

continue to be seen around the Tijuana Slough N.W.R. 

and in the area of the San Diego River mouth; in addi-

tion a pair successfully fledged at least two young 

from a nest at a most unexpected site near the intersec-

tion of I-8 and I-5 at 3851 Rosecrans Street 14 Sep 

(DPa). A Harris’s Hawk at Tamarisk Grove Camp 

Ground near Borrego Springs 15 Sep (RT) and what 

could be the same bird at Rams Hill in Borrego 

Springs 30 Sep (WTH) appears to be only the second 

reported in California this year. A migrant Swainson’s 

Hawk was on the immediate coast at Torrey Pines 

State Reserve 22 Sep (TG), and an adult Zone-tailed 

Hawk was well seen over Oceanside 14 Sep (SM). 

A Pacific Golden-Plover at the San Dieguito 

River mouth 9 Sep (SB) was believed to be the same 

bird present here during the past two winters, and the 

one found at Border Field State Park on 27 August 

was still present 28 Sep (MC). Four Solitary Sandpi-

pers were reported, with single birds near Oceanside at 

Whelan Lake 5-10 Sep (PAG), at the San Luis Rey 

River mouth in Oceanside 12-13 Sep (TG), at south 

San Diego Bay 12 Sep (MSa) and at San Elijo Lagoon 

22 Sep (Mathew Binns). The first of the wintering 

Dunlin was at south San Diego Bay on the early date 

of 9 Sep (MSa)—most don’t arrive until 

much later in September (Unitt 2004). Up to 

three Baird’s Sandpipers were present on 

south San Diego Bay through 24 Sep (RTP 

and MSa), and one was at San Dieguito La-

goon in Del Mar 20 Sep (EC)—far fewer 

than expected. The only Pectoral Sandpiper 

was one at the San Luis Rey River mouth in 

Oceanside 13-14 Sep (SB). Craveri’s 

Murrelets appear to have moved out of San 

Diego County waters, with 11 seen over the 

San Diego Trough off San Diego 3 Sep 

(DPo) being the latest. A Laughing Gull, 

rare anywhere on the coast of California, 

was at Pt. La Jolls in La Jolla 16 Sep (SW), 

and a hatch-year Franklin’s Gull, rare any-

where in San Diego County, was photographed in 

Oceanside 5 Sep (LH). Single Black Terns, now 

scarce in San Diego County, were over the 9-Mile 

Bank off San Diego 11, 16 and 30 Sep (DPo), and an-

other was at the Bayfront Park in Chula Vista 12 Sep 

(GMcC). At least six White-winged Doves were found 

along the coast, with single birds at Whelan Lake near 

Oceanside 10 Sep (SB), at a private residence in 

Oceanside 12 Sep (DR), in Carlsbad 5 Sep (RR), at 

Cottonwood Park in Encinitas 24 Sep (PAG), at Fa-

mosa Slough in Ocean Beach 12 Sep (JSp) and near 

the intersection of Hollister St. and Monument Rd. in 

the Tijuana River Valley 17 Sep (GMcC). Resident 

Inca Doves were still present at Rams Hill and the 

Roadrunner Club in Borrego Springs at the end of 

September (WTH and RT). 

A calling Least Flycatcher was well photo-

graphed at the Public Works Buildings in Del Mar 26 

Sep (TG). A Dusky Flycatcher, a rare migrant on the 

immediate coast, was photographed at Ft. Rosecrans 

National Cemetery on Pt. Loma 13 Sep (GN). A Ver-

milion Flycatcher at Bataquitos Lagoon in Del Mar 22 

Sep (GCH) and another on Saturn Blvd. in the Tijuana 

River Valley 28 Sep (RO’D) were the earliest of the 

fall migrants/winter visitors. A Scissor-tailed Fly-

catcher on Saturn Blvd. in the Tijuana River Valley 26 

Sep (JTS) unfortunately remained for only a short 

 Painted Redstart at the Bird & Butterfly Garden, Tijuana River Valley. 

Photo by Jim Morris. 
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time before flying off to the south. The Yellow-

throated Vireo found at San Elijo Lagoon on 10 Au-

gust was still present 21 Sep (TG). Single Plumbeous 

Vireos at the Bird & Butterfly Garden in the Tijuana 

River Valley 13 Sep (MSa) and at the golf course in 

Bonsall 19 Sep (PT) were somewhat early for fall mi-

grants/ wintering birds—Unitt (2004) lists 16 Septem-

ber as the earliest date for a fall migrant in San Diego 

County. A Red-breasted and a White-breasted Nut-

hatch at Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery 7-8 Sep 

(GN and RN) may be the earliest of a movement of 

these birds into the coastal lowlands this fall/winter. A 

Townsend’s Solitaire, always rare on the immediate 

coast, was at Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery 24 Sep 

(GN). The earliest of the fall migrant Swainson’s 

Thrushes was one at Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery 

2 Sep (GN)  and was followed by a major movement 

of these birds during the night of 4-5 September (GN). 

The earliest of the Hermit Thrushes was one at Ft. 

Rosecrans National Cemetery 24 Sep (GN). A Sage 

Thrasher at the Public Works Buildings in Del Mar 

19 Sep (GCH) was the only one reported along the 

coast so far this fall. The earliest of the fall migrant/

wintering American Pipits were 27 photographed at 

Lake Cuyamaca 19 Sep (TH) and three at the Sweet-

water Marsh N.W.R in Chula Vista 24 Sep (RTP). 

A Yellow-rumped Warbler on Pt. Loma 7 Sep 

(GN) was the first of many fall migrants/wintering 

birds to come. The male Northern Parula first seen 

adjacent to an office complex at Torrey Pines on 22 

June was still present 17 Sep (BJS).  Vagrant wood-

warblers have been few and far between this month, 

but include a Northern Waterthrush at the San Diego 

Zoo in Balboa Park 9 Sep (TRS) and another at the 

Bird & Butterfly Garden 13-19 Sep (MSa), a Black-

and-white Warbler in Pantoja Park in downtown San 

Diego 6 Sep (PU) and another at Lake Cuyamaca 28

-30 Sep (JRM), and single American Redstarts at 

Santee Lakes in Santee 6 Sep (JSt), the Point Loma 

Nazarene University 13 Sep (GR), Ft. Rosecrans 

National Cemetery 18-19 Sep (GN) and at the Bird 

& Butterfly Garden 28 Sep (DT)—all three species 

normally present in higher numbers at this time of the 

year.  Of more interest were single Virginia’s War-

blers at Lake Cuyamaca 4 Sep (JRM), Ft. Rosecrans 

National Cemetery 7-8 Sep (ML) and at Villa La Jolla 

in La Jolla 23 Sep (TG), a Chestnut-sided Warbler at 

Lake O’Neill on Camp Pendleton 28 Sep (PAG) and a 

Blackpoll Warbler in Rancho Bernardo 16 Sep (MSt).  

Add to the list a female Hooded Warbler at Red Beach 

on Camp Pendleton 5 Sep (DWA), a Northern Parula 

at Villa La Jolla 25-30 Sep + (TAB) and single Paint-

ed Redstarts at the Bird & Butterfly Garden 21 Sep 

(RN) and visiting a bird bath near Kate Sessions Park 

in La Jolla 23 Sep (RG). However, the star attraction 

was a hatch-year female Mourning Warbler in Cot-

tonwood Park in Encinitas 14-16 Sep (JMcM). 

The only Clay-colored Sparrows were one 

photographed at Lake Murray 11 Sep (JRM) and an-

other photographed at a private residence near Valley 

Mourning Warbler at Cottonwood Creek Park, Encinitas. Photo by Alex Abela. 
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Center 30 Sep + (RA). A Lark Bunt-

ing, always rare in San Diego County, 

was in Jacumba 20 Sep (EGK). The 

earliest of the fall migrant/wintering 

Lincoln’s Sparrows was one in Del 

Mar 13 Sep (TG), and of the White-

crowned Sparrows was one at Lake 

Cuyamaca the same day (TH). The 

only Summer Tanager reported was a 

female at the Green Valley Falls 

Camp Ground in Cuyamaca Rancho 

Park 6 Sep (JLD), and the only Rose-

breasted Grosbeak was a first-year 

male at Lake O’Neill 25 Sep (PAG). 

A hatch-year Painted Bunting on the 

grounds of the Point Loma Nazarene 

University 12-13 Sep (GN) was one 

of about half-a-dozen known present 

in California at this time. A hatch-year 

male Dickcissel, a rare straggler to California, was at 

Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery 6 Sep (SES). Single 

Yellow-headed Blackbirds in Ocean Beach 11 Sep 

(JB) and on Pt. Loma 12 Sep (MSa) were the only two 

reported this month—less than anticipated.   

Observers: Alex Abela, Douglas W. Aguillard, 

Ryan Andrews, Thomas A. Benson, Mathew Binns, 

Steve Brad, John Bruin, Mike Charest, Elizabeth Cop-

per, Jon L. Dunn, Peter A. Ginsburg, Tito Gonzalez, 

Larry Gridley, Richard Griebe, Gjon C. Hazard, Louis 

Hoeniger, W. Terry Hunefeld, Terry Hurst, Eric G. 

Kallen, Max Leibowitz, Susie Martin, Guy McCaskie, 

Jimmy McMorran, James R. Morris, Brennan Mul-

rooney, Richard Norgaard, Gary Nunn, Ryan O’Don-

nell, Dennis Parker (DPa), Robert T. Patton, Dave 

Povey (DPo), Ron Ramswick, Denise Riddle, Geof-

frey Rogers, Matt Sadowski (MSa), Scottie Schmidt, 

Susan E. Smith, Jeffrey Spaulding (JSp), BJ Stacey, 

Justyn T. Stahl, Trent R. Stanley, Jeremiah Stock 

(JSt), Mark Stratton (MSt), Paula Theobald, Robert 

Theriault, Diane Trappett, Philip Unitt, Stan Walens. 

 

Literature Cited: 
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Lark Bunting in Jacumba. Photo by Eric Kallen. 
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JOIN SDFO 

 
Dues for Calendar year: $25.00, including all renewals.   
Add $10.00 for each additional member in same house- 
hold.  MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SDFO and 
mail or  give check to Membership Chair: Mike Gold-
hamer, 1231 Myrtle Ave., San Diego, CA 92103. For 
membership information, call Mike at (619) 888-6183. 
 
 

 
Visit our website at 

 

www.sandiegofieldornithologists.org 
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