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SDFO NEWS 

 

Monthly Meeting 

 Thursday, December 13, at 6:00 p.m. [note the different date], in the Hoffman Room of the San     

 Diego Foundation Building,  2508 Historic Decatur Road. Going south on Rosecrans St., in the Mid-

 way area of town, turn left on Roosevelt Rd. into Liberty Station and proceed a couple of blocks to De-

 catur. Parking is available on  the street or in various nearby parking lots. 

 Our annual holiday party (choose from Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, ‘Eid, Solstice, or whatever 

 rests you merry). Drinks, delicious sandwich fixings, and exciting desserts will be provided. This 

 year’s  party will feature a review of the Rare Birds of San Diego County 2012, a challenging but not 

 diabolical Bird Quiz featuring local birds of interest, and, in the background during our meal, 

 slideshows of fancy and rare birds photographed in the county in 2012 taken by various members.  

 Everyone is welcome to bring food and drinks to add to the good food atmosphere; Ann Hannon sug-

 gests hors d’oeuvres or appetizers rather than fancier casseroles or desserts. If you have a collection of 

 bird photographs from San Diego County 2012 you would like to share, bring them along— 

 PowerPoint slideshows with a 5-second interval work best.  E-mail Gary Nunn garybnunn 

 @gmail.com for instructions.  Please join us and enjoy the Holiday spirit among your birding friends, 

 tell stories about celebrated birds in 2012, and whine about the ones that got away.  The New Year 

 2013 is just around the corner! All SDFO members and their spouses/significant-others are welcome. 

 If you are not a member, feel free to join on the spot! 

 Next month’s meeting: Tuesday, January 15, same time, same place. Program to be announced. 

 

Time to Pay Your Dues 

 Dues for 2013 are now payable to Membership Chair BJ Stacey. See the back page for details. 

 

SDFO New Years Day Pelagic Trip 

 See last month’s newsletter for details, or h�p://www.socalbirding.com/upcomingtrips/newyearsdaysdfo.html  
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SDFO NEWS (cont.) 

 

Christmas Bird Counts 

  

 

San Diego, Saturday, December 15, 2012 

Phil Uni� puni�@sdnhm.org or Rich Breisch 

rsbreisch@san.rr.com 

 

Anza-Borrego, Sunday, December 16, 2012 

Bob Theriault rober�heriault@juno.com 

 

Lake Henshaw, Monday, December 17, 2012 

Gretchen Cummings gretchen.bc@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

Salton Sea, Tuesday, December 18, 2012 

Oscar Johnson henicorhina@yahoo.com 

 

Rancho Santa Fe, Saturday, December 22, 2012 

Robert Pa�on rpa�on@san.rr.com 

 

Escondido, Saturday, December 29, 2012 

Ken Weaver gnatcatcher@sbcglobal.net 

 

Oceanside, Sunday, December 30, 2012 

Terry Hunefeld thunefeld@gmail.com 

 



 3 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY BIRD OBSERVATIONS, 

NOVEMBER 2012 

 

Compiled by Gary Nunn 

Of note in the county this month have been 

more arrivals from the much-anticipated finch irrup-

tion of Fall 2012, now observed widely across North 

America, which resulted in a continuing influx of sev-

eral normally rarer species.  Coastal planted pine 

groves and mountain areas from the Cuyamaca to La-

guna Mts. have been productive for records of 

these finches.  Weather patterns in the month 

also produced the first moderately powerful 

storm of the fall/winter period, and this was 

fortunately coincident with sea-duck and loon 

passage.  Sea watching from such places as 

Pt. La Jolla produced excellent numbers of 

passage birds with scarce winter residents 

picked out by keen observers among the geese 

and ducks moving southwards. 

On the second of two stormy days an 

unusually close-to-shore Short-tailed Shear-

water was spotted sitting on the water at Pt. 

La Jolla on 10 Nov (BR).  Good numbers of 

Northern Fulmars were also observed on the 

second day of stormy weather on 10 Nov 

(various observers). 

Small numbers of winter resident geese 

reached the county this month.  One Greater White-

fronted Goose was in Imperial Beach on 15 Nov 

(PEL).  One Ross’s Goose was at the Tijuana Estuary 

on Nov 15 (PEL) and another at Rangeland Rd., Ra-

mona on 18 Nov (JK, CM).  The first two Snow Geese 

of the fall were at San Dieguito Wetlands on 11 Nov 

(JR), followed by three at Rangeland Rd. on 18 Nov 

(JK, CM).  Also at the latter locality were two Cack-

ling Geese on 18 Nov (JK, CM).  “Pacific” Brant B. b. 

nigricans began their familiar arrival at the beginning 

of the month, with 27 in south San Diego Bay being 

the earliest on 2 Nov (MS).  A rare-in-California adult, 

similar in appearance to “Atlantic” Brant B. b. hrota, 

but possibly a pale example of the much rarer Western 

High Arctic or “Gray-bellied” Brant found breeding in 

the Parry Islands, Northwest Territory, Canada, was 

photographed flying over Pt. La Jolla on 10 Nov (GN).  

This form of Brant, numbering possibly less than 

10,000 in total population and considered one of the 

world’s rarest geese, is currently unnamed by bird tax-

onomists. 

Sea-duck passage was very noticeable during 

the storm beginning on 9 Nov, with three White-

winged Scoters, one adult male and two female type 

birds spotted among at least 1200 Surf Scoters passing 

southward at Pt. La Jolla that day (SW, JK).  One 

White-winged Scoter was also found at J Street Mari-

Pale-bellied Brant at Pt. La Jolla. 

Photograph by Gary Nunn. 
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na in Chula Vista on 18 Nov (CM).  A lone Black 

Scoter was seen at Pt. La Jolla on 6 Nov (SW), while 

four together in south San Diego Bay, three males and 

a female, was a good number on 16 Nov (MS), grow-

ing to five there with the addition of a fourth male, on 

29 Nov (BM).  Also seen from shore during the 

stormy weather was a female Long-tailed Duck at Pt. 

La Jolla on 9 Nov (GN).  Later in the month a Com-

mon Goldeneye was off Shelter Island on 23 Nov 

(PEL, JK). 

An adult male Eurasian Wigeon, along with a 

male hybrid Eurasian X American Wigeon, were 

found at J Street Marina in Chula Vista on 7 Nov 

(GMcC).  Nearby, on the Sweetwater River, two male 

Eurasian Wigeons and two immature birds, showing 

features of Eurasian Wigeon, were found on 12 Nov 

(SR).  One male Eurasian and a hybrid male Eurasian 

X American Wigeon continued there on 18 Nov 

(PEL), and a male Eurasian Wigeon was there on 29 

Nov (DT).  A female Eurasian Wigeon was on the San 

Diego River at Seaworld Dr. on 29 Nov (JP). 

Pacific Loon migration was especially noticea-

ble this month, as sightings picked up dramatically on 

8 Nov with around 750 at Pt. La Jolla (SW).  Numbers 

climbed sharply again the next day with as many as 

20,000 on 9 Nov, and in addition 60-90 Red-throated 

Loons and 10 Common Loons (SW, PEL, GN).  Num-

bers dropped the next day with 4500 Pacific Loons 

reported 10 Nov (PEL). 

A notable influx of American White Pelicans 

occurred during the month—36 were at Lake Murray 

on 4 Nov (DL) and an impressive 50 were at Lindo 

Lake on 5 Nov (PP).  Other locations included 11 at 

Santee Lakes on 8 Nov and 12 on Sweetwater Reser-

voir on 12 Nov (PEL).  At least 10 remained near the 

end of the month on the San Diego River flood control 

channel on 25 Nov (TR).  The only booby sighting of 

the month was one with black and white plumage, 

most likely a Masked Booby, observed from Pt. La 

Jolla as it joined a feeding frenzy some distance from 

shore on 10 Nov (BM, JK).  A banded Reddish Egret 

continued in Oceanside on 5 Nov (SB), while another 

continued at the south San Diego Bay salt works on 14 

Nov (MS).  A core group of three adult Yellow-

crowned Night-Herons continued at Imperial Beach 

Gardens on 11 Nov (JK).  Sparrows were not the only 

birds this month escaping high tidal water, as an 

American Bittern exited the salt marsh of Kendall- 

Frost Marsh in Pacific Beach on 14 Nov (BC, PEL).  

Presumably the same bird was seen again there on 30 

Nov (MSt). 

Late migrant and winter resident raptors were 

prominent during the month, with clear seasonal 

changes in species diversity and abundance.  A mi-

grant Sharp-shinned Hawk was at Ft. Rosecrans Na-

tional Cemetery on Pt. Loma on 2 Nov (GN).  There 

were several reports of Zone-tailed Hawk inland, one 

in Escondido on 3 Nov (MW), and again there on 12 

Nov (GH, NV), and another at Santee Lakes on 21 

Nov (SS, SM).  The seasonal reappearance of Ferrugi-

nous Hawk came with one at Ramona Grasslands on 4 

Nov (JS) and three there on 12 Nov (BJS).  The on-

and-off presence of Harris’s Hawk has been noted at 

Jacumba, but as many as three were observed together 

there on 4 Nov (PEL, BC, JK)—perhaps these birds 

travel over a wider territory outside the breeding sea-

son.  A later than normal report came of two Swain-

son’s Hawks found in southeast county on 14 Nov 

(JMcM).  One Prairie Falcon was at the Ramona 

Grasslands on 4 Nov (JS).  Individuals of the out-

standing looking, darker black and navy-blue, “Pacific 

Northwest” suckleyi form of Merlin were noted at 

Rohr Park in Bonita on 12 Nov (PEL) and another at 

the San Diego Zoo on 27 Nov (TS). 

The only notable alcid reports this month came 

with numerical contrasts.  The continuing hordes of 

Cassin’s Auklet, estimated at 10,000-12,000 over just 

a few hours, beseiged La Jolla Cove on 2 Nov (SW) 

while a single Ancient Murrelet was spotted from Pt. 

La Jolla on 10 Nov (CM). 

Winter resident gulls began to be found in No-

vember, with less-common species pushed on shore in 

the storm early in the month.  A first-cycle Glaucous-

winged Gull and a first-cycle Thayer’s Gull were at La 
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Jolla Cove on 9 Nov (SW).  A juvenile Thayer’s Gull 

was noted at the south San Diego Bay salt works on 

16 Nov (MS).  The only report of Mew Gull came 

from La Jolla Cove on 10 Nov (PEL).  A first-cycle 

Black-legged Kittiwake was seen at La Jolla Cove on 

9 Nov (GN) and presumably the same bird there again 

on 10 Nov (PEL).  Nimbly harassing terns and small 

gulls alike, jaegers were on patrol during storm days, 

with three Pomarine and one Parasitic Jaeger seen 

from Pt. La Jolla on 9 Nov (SW).  Twelve late-staying 

migrant Elegant Terns remained at Oceanside on 7 

Nov, roosting among Royal Terns (SB), and an even 

later individual was noted from Imperial Beach pier 

on 17 Nov (JK). 

Later than expected were 33 Red-necked Phal-

aropes at the south San Diego Bay salt works on 2 

Nov (PEL).  Several Red Phalarope were noted on the 

ocean from Pt. La Jolla on 9 Nov (SW).  Littoral 

shorebirds were few in the month, but a Black Oyster-

catcher was notable seen flying close around Pt. La 

Jolla on 10 Nov (PEL).  Returning for its second year, 

the Pacific Golden-Plover graced San Dieguito La-

goon, Del Mar on 13 Nov (PEL) 

and was seen again there on 16 

Nov (FD). 

Only one report came of 

coastal White-winged Dove with 

one on Coronado Island on 15 Nov 

(PEL).  Edging close to the species’ 

regular breeding range  were 12 at 

Butterfield Ranch and one found at 

Jacumba on 4 Nov (PEL, BC, JK). 

Woodpeckers and sapsuck-

ers come to prominence in fall and 

early winter as resident and visiting 

species arrive.  Most notable in the 

month was a hatch-year male Yel-

low-bellied Sapsucker found on 

Albion St. in the Silver Gate neigh-

borhood of Pt. Loma on 1 Nov (GMcC) which contin-

ued through 2-13 Nov (SM, EK, BS, JR, PEL).  An-

other Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was also in the La 

Playa neighborhood of Pt. Loma on 13 Nov (JK).  

Possibly a returning female Williamson’s Sapsucker 

was at Stonewall Mine, Cuyamaca Mts. on 18 Nov 

(JK, CM).  The only Lewis’s Woodpecker of the 

month was found at Los Peñasquitos Canyon Preserve 

on 24 Nov (JL), where it continued at least until 28 

Nov (SM).  Unusual away from wooded riparian bot-

tomlands was a Downy Woodpecker at Imperial 

Beach Gardens on 11 Nov (JK). 

Multiple reports appeared during the month of 

Short-eared Owls, including some observed venturing 

out in daylight hours.  One was seen mid-morning 

along the Tijuana River bordering Mexico at the mod-

el airplane field on 11 Nov (JK).  Another was at Ba-

tiquitos Lagoon on 15 Nov (PG), and two were at the 

end of 8th St. in Imperial Beach on 16 Nov (MS).  

Open land in Mission Bay is attractive to this species, 

and one was seen close to the model airplane field 

there on 24 Nov (JK).  Sadly, one was found freshly 

dead close to Cuyamaca Lake on 26 Nov (DC).  Re-

markably well photographed was a Spotted Owl, ob-

served quietly perched and clutching a dead prey item 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at Pt. Loma. 

Photo by Gary Nunn. 
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in its talons, at William Heise County Park on 18 Nov 

(CM, JK). 

Hybrid birds can prove difficult identification 

puzzles but an interesting hummingbird found at Tier-

rasanta on 11 Nov appears to be a male Costa’s X 

Anna’s Hummingbird (JK).  The 40 Costa’s Hum-

mingbirds found in Borrego Springs on 4 Nov were a 

bonanza (PEL, BC, JK), but one found wintering on 

Coronado Island on 30 Nov was a rare find in recent 

years on the coast (PEL, EC). 

Migratory members of the tyrant flycatchers 

have largely left the county by this month, so a late 

Western Kingbird was notable on 2 Nov along Sunset 

Ave., TRV (PEL).  A scarce extralimital Tropical 

Kingbird, likely now wintering locally, was found on 

Coronado Island on 26 Nov (SR, EE).  The well 

watched Thick-billed Kingbird continued at its fa-

vored Main St. haunts in Chula Vista on 12 Nov (AA) 

and was seen there at least until 26 Nov (SR, EE), and 

will hopefully remain for the CBC.  Also unusually 

late was an Ash-throated Flycatcher at the Dairy Mart 

Ponds on 24 Nov (EE).  The colorful Vermilion Fly-

catcher can be found more frequently in the county 

approaching winter – a female was along Sunset Ave., 

TRV on 2 Nov (PEL), another female returned to tree 

bordered pastures between Rancho Santa Fe and En-

cinitas on 11 Nov (PEL, BC, SR), and a male was also 

at Sunset Ave. on 18 Nov (BJS).  What appear to be 

resident birds included one male at Jacumba on 4 Nov 

(PEL, BC), while two males were seen there on 22 

Nov (JK).  Oftentimes only briefly present, an Eastern 

Phoebe kept to form, being seen by a few observers in 

the Silver Gate neighborhood of Pt. Loma on 10 Nov 

(CG, SS).  Largely absent by this month, the only Em-

pidonax were a “Western” type Flycatcher on 3 Nov at 

Mt. Hope Cemetery (MS) and a wintering Gray Fly-

catcher in National City on 18 Nov (PEL).  La Mesa 

yielded another Gray Flycatcher on 22 Nov (JK), most 

likely a returning bird at that location. 

Very rare in California was an “Eastern” Bell’s 

Vireo, of the nominate V. b. bellii form, with brighter 

yellow plumage accents than both the arizonae or me-

dius forms of this widespread vireo species, discov-

ered in the Nestor neighborhood of Imperial Beach on 

2 Nov (PEL).  A Plumbeous Vireo was at San Diego 

City College grounds on 25 Nov (PT) and presumably 

the same bird again there on 30 Nov (JK). 

After the exciting wide-roaming flocks present 

last winter in the mountains only one report comes so 

far this fall of Pinyon Jay, with two seen flying togeth-

er across the road 5 miles west of Boulevard (HD).  

Also in the mountains, a Townsend’s Solitaire was at 

Paso Picacho Campground on 4 Nov (MSt).  The col-

orful but shy male Varied Thrush continued at Ft. 

Rosecrans National Cemetery 1-2 Nov (GN), at least 

to 10 Nov (JR).  Individuals were also at Agua Dulce 

Creek, Laguna Mountains on 3 Nov (GR), one at the 

more isolated lower elevation Butterfield Ranch on 4 

Nov (PEL, BC, JK), and a female at San Diego Zoo 

on 28 Nov (TS).  A new Red-throated Pipit was a 

good find at the Sod Farm, TRV on 2 Nov (PEL) seen 

through 4 Nov (MSt, AA), where it associated with 

American Pipits.  Only one report came in during the 

month of a Golden-crowned Kinglet at Agua Dulce 

Creek, Laguna Mountains 1-2 on 3 Nov (GR).  Most 

hirundine species are largely absent from southern 

California by this time, so a very late Cliff Swallow 

was notable at Shelter Island on 23 Nov (JK). 

One Pacific Wren was encountered at 

Cuyamaca Lake skulking and chattering on 26 Nov 

(DC).  The scattered coastal records of Mountain 

Chickadee continue this fall/winter with one in La Jol-

la 3 Nov (SM), another at Oceanside on 4 Nov (EW), 

one at Torrey Pines Terrace on 6 Nov (JK), and 1-2 in 

La Jolla on 28 Nov (PEL).  An Oak Titmouse, scarce 

on the coast, was found in Balboa Park on 23 Nov 

(EC).  Red-breasted Nuthatches could be heard trum-

peting their nasal calls at many locations throughout 

the month, particularly among groves of mature pine.  

Rarer still were two coastal White-breasted Nuthatch-

es, one in La Jolla and another at UCSD, on 28 Nov 

(PEL). 

A diversity of Wood Warblers observed during 

the month included lingering vagrants and the arrival 
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of rare extralimital winter residents.  A single North-

ern Waterthrush continued at the Dairy Mart Ponds, 

TRV on 2 Nov (PEL) until at least 8 Nov (BS).  Palm 

Warblers were observed at Ft. Rosecrans National 

Cemetery on 2 Nov (GN) until 8 Nov (BS), one was in 

Balboa Park 3 Nov (CA), and another in Carlsbad on 

11 Nov (PEL, BC, SR).  A sought-after brightly plum-

aged adult male Pine Warbler was discovered fre-

quenting Canary Island Pines on Coronado Island on 

25 Nov (EC).  One male American Redstart was in 

Encinitas on 10 Nov (SB), and a female was also there 

on 12 Nov (AA).  Returning to a small riparian wood-

land in the Nestor neighborhood of Imperial Beach 

was another male American Redstart on 19 Nov (EK).  

A continuing female-type Chestnut-sided Warbler was 

in National City on 16-17 Nov (PEL).  A well watched 

Grace’s Warbler returned for its se-

cond winter to Greenwood Cemetery 

on 3 Nov (MS, CA) and continued 

through 22 Nov (BS, JK).  Wintering 

records of Hermit Warbler have been 

scarce so far this year, but two were at 

Veterans Park, Imperial Beach on 9 

Nov (BM) and one was at San Diego 

City College on 30 Nov (JK).  A good 

number of Black-and-white Warblers 

were found in the month, with one in 

Escondido on 12 Nov (GH), one in 

Chula Vista on 12 Nov (SR), one re-

turned to the north side of Mission 

Bay on 13 Nov (PEL), one in Nestor 

on 16 Nov (PEL), a returning male in 

Balboa Park for its third winter (PEL), 

one at Santee Lakes on 21 Nov (SM), one at the Bird 

& Butterfly Garden, TRV on 23 Nov (GR), and finally 

a returning individual in Pt. Loma on 27 Nov (SM).  

Quite a crowd was drawn to see a Magnolia Warbler 

found in diseased eucalyptus trees on North Mission 

Bay Drive on 4 Nov (PEL, BC) which continued 6-8 

Nov (JW, JK).  Remarkably, a second individual was 

found later in the month along the San Diego River at 

Mission Center on 26 Nov (SR).  A Blackpoll Warbler 

was at Lower Otay Lake on 7 Nov (PM), while a 

scarce Blackburnian Warbler was in Cardiff-by-the-

Sea on 11 Nov (PEL, BC, SR).  Only one report came 

of Tennessee Warbler in National City on 12 Nov 

(SR), and the same day the Painted Redstart continued 

at Rohr Park in Bonita (SR).  Finally, an odd-looking 

warbler discovered in the La Playa neighborhood of 

Pt. Loma on 18 Nov capped off the Wood Warbler 

diversity this month.  Examination of detailed photo-

graphs revealed this bird had physical characters indi-

cating it most likely was a hybrid “Myrtle” Yellow-

rumped X Townsend’s Warbler (BC, CH, GN).  The 

bird was heard calling repeatedly and sounded most 

similar to the flatter churrp of a “Myrtle” Yellow-

rumped Warbler. 

What appears to be the only Scarlet Tanager 

seen so far in the county this year was a hatch-year 

male found in the Silver Gate neighborhood of Pt. Lo-

ma on 1 Nov (SS, GN).  By contrast many Summer 

Tanagers were found in the county—one near Famosa 

Slough on 2 Nov (JK), another in the Silver Gate 

neighborhood of Pt. Loma on 2 Nov (SS, GN), anoth-

er at San Diego Botanic Garden on 5 Nov (SS), one at 

El Camino Cemetery (Sorrento Valley) on 6 Nov (SS), 

Hybrid Myrtle x Townsend’s Warbler at Pt. Loma. 

Photo by Gary Nunn. 
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one in Imperial Beach on 9 Nov (BM), a returning fe-

male back at Sunnyslope Park on 16 Nov (PEL), a fe-

male in Santee on 17 Nov (MD), three female types in 

Balboa Park on 20 Nov (PEL), one female type in the 

La Playa neighborhood of Pt. Loma on 23 Nov (JK), 

an immature male at San Diego Zoo on 27 Nov (TS), a 

female type along the San Diego River at San Diego 

Mission on 25 Nov (CH, PEL), and finally an adult 

male in La Jolla on 28 Nov (PEL).  Only one report 

came of Hepatic Tanager with a male in Imperial 

Beach on 9 Nov (BM) which was seen again 11 Nov 

(GMcC, JK). 

The delightful and much-sought-after Nelson’s 

Sparrow appeared in the county again with the discov-

ery of three birds, able to be closely observed as they 

escaped high tide, at the edge of Kendall-Frost Marsh 

in the Crown Point neighborhood of Pacific Beach on 

14 Nov (BC, PEL). One or two birds continued there 

on 15-18 Nov (JN, DWA, JK, PM), one on 23 Nov 

(SR), one on 26 Nov (JMcM, BM), and one on 30 Nov 

(MSt).  Also seen at the same locality were up to five 

“Large-billed” Savannah Sparrows P. s. rostratus on 

14 Nov (BC, PEL—perhaps indicating more records 

ahead for this distinctive-looking short-distance mi-

grant from northwestern Mexico.  A rare “Red” Fox 

Sparrow, either zaboria or iliaca form, was at the Bird 

& Butterfly Garden, TRV on Nov 16 (MS).  This fall 

has seen an influx of Swamp Sparrows into the coun-

ty, a pattern reflected throughout California.  One con-

tinued at Famosa Slough on 2-3 Nov (JK, JR), and 

was seen there up to 27 Nov (PEL).  It was joined by a 

second bird on 29 Nov (JMcM).  Another was at the 

Bird & Butterfly Garden, TRV on 17 Nov (JK), and 

well inland was another at Jacumba in the riparian 

habitat west of town on 17 Nov (GN).  Other sparrows 

of note included a Grasshopper Sparrow at San Elijo 

Ecological Reserve on 13 Nov 

(various observers), a Clay-colored 

Sparrow in the Nestor neighborhood 

of Imperial Beach on 24 Nov (MSt), 

and a White-throated Sparrow at Lake 

Jennings County Park on 24 Nov (JS). 

There were several reports of Lapland 

Longspur in the month—first noted on 

14 Nov with two at Fiesta Island in the 

dog park area (PEL), two more were at 

13th St. in Imperial Beach on 14 Nov 

(MS).  Numbers increased to as many 

as six seen together at Fiesta Island on 

21 Nov (GMcC, AA). 

 Indications from across North 

America are that finches are on the 

move from northern areas and should 

be sought out this winter at favored lo-

calities in the county.  Reports of Cas-

sin’s Finch came from several moun-

tain locations during the month, but an 

individual in Borrego Springs was notable on 4 Nov 

(PEL, BC, JK).  Red Crossbills continue to cross paths 

with observers in the field—one was at Jacumba on 4 

Nov (PEL, BC, JK), two in the Silver Gate neighbor-

hood of Point Loma on 5 Nov (JK), one male feeding 

in a pine in Del Mar on 6 Nov (JK), and another one 

along Agua Dulce Creek, Laguna Mountains on 25 

Nelson’s Sparrow at Kendall-Frost 

Marsh. 

Photo by Jay Keller. 
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Nov (JK).  The surge in numbers of Pine Siskin con-

tinued this month with many backyard bird feeders 

hosting this characterful finch.  More than one hun-

dred were noted at a residence in Oceanside (EW).  

Unusual late in the month was an immature female 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak on Coronado Island on 29 

Nov (JK).  Perhaps the most exciting finch encounter 

occurred in Pine Valley, as a flock of Evening Gros-

beaks passed by one lucky observer on 15 Nov; about 

20 were noted in the flock (BM).  Another report 

came of four seen flying together four miles north of   

I-8 in the Laguna Mts. on 25 Nov (JK).  A late-staying 

Blue Grosbeak was along Sunset Ave. on 2 Nov 

(PEL). 

Members of the colorful family Icteridae are a 

welcome sight for birders when the winter months 

come around.  Unusual, at least by calendar date, was 

a bright male Scott’s Oriole in song at Jacumba on 4 

Nov (EK, TS).  Records of winter resident Baltimore 

Oriole continue to burgeon in the county.  A well- 

watched male was in Sunnyslope Park on 8-9 Nov 

(BS, BM), another male frequented the Nestor neigh-

borhood near Imperial Beach on 17 Nov (PEL), and a 

bright male returned for a second winter to Balboa 

Park on 20 Nov (PEL).  A female was new in Presidio 

Park on 27 Nov (PEL), and another young male or 

bright female was also new in La Jolla on 28 Nov 

(PEL).  A scarce species in the county over the past 

years, a female type Orchard Oriole was a good find 

on private property at Mission Bay on 8 Nov (PEL).  

One Yellow-headed Blackbird flew over Jacumba on 

4 Nov (EK, TS), where also as many as 200 Tricol-

ored Blackbirds were at the riparian area on the west 

side of town on 4 Nov (EK, TS). 

 

Listed observers:  (AA) Alex Abela, (CA) 

Christopher Adler, (DWA) Doug W. Aguillard, (SB) 

Steve Brad, (BC) Barbara Carlson, (DC) Dean 

Charles, (EC) Elizabeth Copper, (MD) Mark Dayton, 

(HD) Henry Detwiler, (EE) Elias Elias, (FD) Fritz Da-

vis, (PG) Peter Ginsberg, (CG) Char Glacy, (CH) 

Christine Harvey, (GH) Gjon Hazard, (EK) Eric 

Kallen, (JK) Jay Keller, (PEL) Paul E. Lehman, (JL) 

Josh Lietzow, (DL) Darlene Luckins, (GMcC) Guy 

McCaskie, (JMcM) Jimmy McMorran, (CM) Curtis 

Marantz, (PM) Paul Marvin, (SM) Sara Mayer, (BM) 

Brennan Mulrooney, (JN) Jan Nordenberg, (GN) Gary 

Nunn, (JP) Jim Pea, (PP) Phil Pryde, (TR) Tina 

Rathbone, (BR) Bruce Rideout, (SR) Steve Ritt, (JR) 

Jim Roberts, (GR) Geoff Rogers, (MS) Matt Sa-

dowski, (BJS) BJ Stacy, (MSt) Mark Stratton, (BS) 

Brad Singer, (SS) Susan Smith, (BJS) BJ Stacy, (TS) 

Trent Stanley, (JS) Jeremiah Stock, (PT) Peter Thom-

as, (DT) Don Thomson, (NV) Norm Vargas, (SW) 

Stan Walens, (EW) Elsa Weber, (MW) Michael 

Wienholt, (JW) Joe Worley. 
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Your contributions to The Skimmer are appreciated. Submit 
articles and notices by the first of the month of publication by 
mail to John Walters, 5552 Horse Ridge Way, Bonita, CA 
91902, or by e-mail to john-walters@cox.net 

 

 

 
JOIN SDFO 

 
Dues for Calendar year: $25.00, including all renewals.   
Add $10.00 for each additional member in same house- 
hold.  MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SDFO and 
mail or  give check to Membership Chair: BJ Stacey, 
9407 Domer Rd., Santee, CA 92071. For membership 
information, call BJ at (619) 596-8133. 
 
 

 
Visit our website at 

 

www.sandiegofieldornithologists.org 
 

or on Facebook at 
 

tinyurl.com/3rrpm76 
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