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SDFO NEWS
Monthly meeting
Tuesday, June 18, at 6:00 p.m., in the Hoffman Room of the San Diego Foundation Building, 2508
Historic Decatur Road. Going south on Rosecrans St., in the Midway area of town, turn left on Roosevelt Rd. into Liberty Station and proceed a couple of blocks to Decatur. Park in the lot to the left or
find street parking.
Our annual business meeting. In addition to other business (see below), we will be electing club
officers for the coming year. The slate proposed by the Nominating Committee is:
President: Tom Blackman
Vice-president: Gary Nunn
Secretary: Ann Hannon
Treasurer: Rich Breisch
Program Chair: Gary Nunn
Membership Chair: BJ Stacey
Additional nominees are encouraged from the floor.
Program: Neil Solomon will discuss “Birds of the Falkland Islands.”
Neil writes, “I was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York. At the age of ten I developed an interest in
birding after watching Black-capped Chickadees feed on the seeds of giant Sunflowers in a neighbor's
yard. Some years later, after obtaining a graduate degree in Mechanical Engineering, I found myself in
San Diego, California. I'm still here. Through the years I dabbled with photography, mostly landscapes. In 2001 I purchased my first digital SLR, the Canon D30, and my interest in photography became more serious. After taking a local bird photography workshop, I became passionate about photographing birds.”
Next Month’s meeting: Wednesday, July 17, same time, same place. Note the changed date! WFO
President Ed Pandolfino will discuss his new book, Birds of the Sierra Nevada.
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SDFO News (cont.)
By-Laws Change Required for Tax-Exempt Status
In addition to electing club officers at our June business meeting, we need to approve a change in our
by-laws to satisfy the state tax authorities that we are a tax-exempt organization. Treasurer Sara Mayers reports, “I spoke with the person at the California Franchise Tax Board who is handling our application for CA tax-exempt status. She said that our by-laws do not have all the required specific language. She suggested we copy the sample language provided on the FTB web site.The simplest solution is to adopt "Articles of Association" at the June meeting with the required language. I found the
relevant language and wrote up the document (see attachment). The second paragraph (purpose)
comes directly from the by-laws.
“After the meeting, we have to send a copy to the person handling our application. We also have to file
tax returns (simple e-postcards) for the past two years. Whatever I don't get done, I will explain to the
next treasurer. I asked if small organizations like ours really have to go through all this. She said yes
if SDFO doesn't want to pay California income tax, which had a minimum of $800 a year (for organizations, I guess).”
The changed wording reads as follows:
Articles of Association
The name of the organization is San Diego Field Ornithologists.
The specific purpose of this organization is to bring together birders in San Diego County who wish to enhance their
knowledge of field ornithology through regular meetings and educational programs within the meaning of R&TC Section
23701g.
The organization does not contemplate pecuniary gain or profit to the members thereof and is organized for nonprofit
purposes.
Notwithstanding any of the above statements of purposes and powers, this organization shall not, except to an insubstantial
degree, engage in any activities or exercise any powers that are not in furtherance of the specific purpose of this
organization.
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SAN DIEGO COUNTY BIRD OBSERVATIONS,
MAY 2013
Compiled by Guy McCaskie

The first Gull-billed Tern was found on south San Diego Bay in 1985, and the species began nesting at the
salt works in 1987. The nesting population increased
annually, with at least 65 pairs present in early May of
this year. Then disaster struck. Ninety
were picked up dead between 12 and 25
May, and Robert T. Patton suspects
more than 90% of the local population
was lost. The cause is still under investigation, but it appears at this time to involve only our local Gull-billed Terns.
As pointed out by Robert T. Patton in a
27 May post to SDBIRDS, the western
subspecies vanrossemi at the last rangewide survey in 2010 was restricted to
461 to 615 pairs at 9 colony sites in
Mexico and 146 pairs at 2 colonies in
California. Including the fledglings estimated produced that season (182 in
Mexico, 0 at Salton Sea, 45-55 in San
Diego), the entire population was up to
1759 individuals. The 90 dead documented to date in this mortality event
thus account for 5% of the subspecies'
population and 31% of the State population. If only 5-10 have survived locally,
7% of the subspecies' population and
62% of the State population were lost.
Seven Brant on Lake Henshaw 27 May (NS) were no
doubt late migrants moving northward from wintering
grounds in the Gulf of California. A Pacific Loon in
flight over Butterfield Ranch in the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park 24 May (JTS) was certainly an unexpected sight. The highlight of the 4 May SDFO Boat
Trip was a Black-footed Albatross 10 miles off Pt. Lo-

ma (DPo). A recently dead Red-billed Tropicbird at
the Silver Strand State Beach 3 May (DPa—specimen
to SDNHM) is one of less than half-a-dozen ever
found on shore in San Diego County. Reports of

Gulll-billed Tern
Photo by Tom Blackman.

Brown Boobies include two at the Thirty-Mile Bank
off San Diego 13 May (DPo)—with continued nesting
of this species at Los Coronados Islands reports from
San Diego County’s waters increase. A “booming”
American Bittern at Dairy Mart Pond in the Tijuana
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River Valley 8 May (BJS) suggests nesting at this location; one at a private residence in Borrego Springs
15 May (RT) and another at nearby Tamarisk Grove
Camp Ground 16 May (RT) were obvious migrants at
unexpected desert locations. An adult Reddish Egret at
J St. in Chula Vista 30-31 May (GMcC) was either
one present on south San Diego Bay through the winter, or a recent arrival. Two pairs of Yellow-crowned
Night-Herons continue at the Imperial Beach Sports
Park/Tijuana Slough National Wildlife Refuge, with
three half-grown young visible in one nest and an
adult on the other nest at the end of May (GMcC).
A single Harris’s Hawk in Jacumba through 31 May (EGK) is the
only one reported in recent
weeks—what happened to the attempted nesting noted in February
and March? An American GoldenPlover well photographed at the
Sweetwater Marsh National Wildlife Refuge 21 May (RTP) provides the first documented record
for San Diego County in spring. A
Pacific Golden-Plover at the Tijuana River mouth 9 May (MS) was
clearly a migrant since none were
present here during the winter. A
Black Oystercatcher at Cabrillo
National Monument on Pt. Loma 22 May (SBM) was
the only one reported this month. Adding to the bad
news about the Gull-billed Terns is the fact that Elegant Terns have virtually deserted south San Diego
Bay, with less than ten pairs attending nests there at
the end of May (MS). A Black Tern, now an irregular
spring migrant in San Diego County, was on south
San Diego Bay 28 May (MS).

mulated Owls were heard on Mt. Palomar 10 and 28
May (JK, GCH—this small and highly nocturnal owl
is considered a rare and sporadic visitor to San Diego
County’s mountains (Unitt 2004). Five Black Swifts
over the San Diego River in Tierrasanta on 2 May
(JK) were the first and the last of the hoped-for spring
migrants in San Diego County this year. Migrant Calliope Hummingbirds were noted on Pt. Loma through
16 May (JW).
The earliest of the local breeding Willow Flycatchers
Empidonax traillii extimus reported this spring was
one at a known nesting site at the San Luis Rey Picnic

American Golden-Plover at Sweetwater Marsh NWR.
Photo by Matt Sadowski.

Area down river from Lake Henshaw 9 May (TW);
the earliest of the far more numerous northern E. t.
brewsteri was a migrant at Cottonwood Creek Park in
Encinitas 17 May (JMcM). A pair of Brown-crested
Flycatchers at the Roadrunner Club in Borrego
Springs 19-31 May (PEL), along with two pairs on
San Felipe Creek at Scissors Crossing 19-31 May
(PEL, JK) were the only ones reported this year —a
The only White-winged Dove reported on the coast
pair nesting in Borrego Springs in 2000 provided the
this month was one near the intersection of Laurel St. first record for San Diego County, and the species has
and Harbor Dr. near downtown San Diego on 9 May been found here and around Scissors Crossing every
(EC) – two or three are normally found at such locayear since. A Townsend’s Solitaire well photographed
tions as Pt. Loma each May. One or two calling Flam- at Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery 10 May (GN) pro-
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vides the third May record for the immediate coast of
San Diego County. A late-received report of a Brown
Thrasher photographed along Escondido Creek in the
Olivenhain/Encinitas area 20-30 Apr (Brian Lohstroh
and Kris Alberts) provides one of a very few records
for a spring vagrant in this County.
The anticipated arrival of vagrant wood-warblers in
late May failed to materialize – single Black-andwhite Warblers in Carlsbad 15 May (PAG) and at Cottonwood Creek Park in Encinitas 17 May (JMcM), a
Tennessee Warbler at the Point Loma Nazarene University 5-6 May (AA), an American Redstart at Cottonwood Creek Park in Encinitas 22-31 May (PEL,
JMcM), and single Northern Parulas at Vallecito 11
May (BLS) and along the Sweetwater River in Rancho
San Diego 26 May (BJS) were all that could be found.
A Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler at Westminster
Park on Pt. Loma 22-27 May (PEL) provides the latest
record for this form in San Diego County.
A Clay-colored Sparrow at San Elijo Lagoon 13 May
(PAG) is one of less than half-a-dozen found in spring
in San Diego County. Unfortunately an exceptionally
late adult White-crowned Sparrow at Silverwood in
Lakeside 24 May (PP) was not seen well enough to
allow the observer to note the lore coloration – white
on gambelii, the expected birds wintering in San Diego County, and black on oriantha, the birds that nest
in the Sierra Nevada and winter to the south of us, the
latter being a rare migrant in spring in San Diego
County – a White-crowned Sparrow at Butterfield
Ranch in Anza-Borrego Desert State Park on 19 May
(PEL) had black lores, so was presumed to be a migrant moving north from Mexico. A Golden-crowned
Sparrow photographed at Cabrillo National Monument
12 May (unknown birder) was somewhat late – most
are gone by the end of the first week in May, but
stragglers have been recorded through the month. The
presence of a recently fledged juvenile Dark-eyed Junco in San Carlos 15 May (JRM) suggests local nesting
– the breeding range of the Dark-eyed Juncos is rapidly expanding to include multiple locations on coastal
San Diego County.

Away from the local breeding locations in AnzaBorrego Desert State Park, single Summer Tanagers
were seen on Mt. Soledad in La Jolla on 3 May (GN)
and at Point Loma Nazarene University 15 May (JW).
Four male Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were reported,
with single birds at Vallecito in Anza-Borrego Desert
State Park 12 May (BLS), frequenting a feeder in Mission Hills 11-18 May (JS), in Jacumba 19 May (PEL)

Bronzed Cowbird in Borrego

and at a residential area of Springs. Photo by Gary Nunn.
Del Mar 28 May (SES).
However, the only Indigo Bunting was a male in a residential area of Pt. Loma 22 May (SBM). Every spring
a few Yellow-headed Blackbirds find their way to the
coast of San Diego County, and this spring was no exception, with one at Los Penasquitos Lagoon 3 May
(GG), two together at Sweetwater Reservoir 6 May
(PEL), one in Sorrento Valley 13 May (JK) and two at
Dairy Mart Pond 20 May (PEL). A displaying male
Bronzed Cowbird at the Roadrunner Club in Borrego
Springs 19-28 May (PEL) drew much interest, as none
have been found in the County since one was at a private residence in Borrego Springs 28-29 July 2008
and up to four were at the nearby De Anza Country
Club in June and July 2004.
Listed observers: Alex Abela, Elizabeth Copper, Peter A. Ginsburg, Gary Grantham, Gjon C. Hazard, Eric G. Kallen, Jay Keller, Paul E. Lehman, Sara B. Mayers, Guy McCaskie, Jimmy McMorran, James R. Morris, Gary Nunn, Dennis
Parker (DPa), Robert T. Patton, Dave Povey (DPo), Phil Pryde, Matt Sadowski,
Jill Schmidt, Britta Lee Shain, Susan E. Smith, BJ Stacey, Justyn T. Stahl, Nancy
Stalnaker, Robert Theriault, Tory Waters, Joseph Worley.
Literature Cited: Unitt, Philip. 2004. San Diego County Bird Atlas. Proc. San
Diego Soc. Nat. Hist. 39. San Diego Nat. Hist. Mus., San Diego.
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Your contributions to The Skimmer are appreciated. Submit
articles and notices by the first of the month of publication by
mail to John Walters, 5552 Horse Ridge Way, Bonita, CA
91902, or by e-mail to john-walters@cox.net

San Diego Field Ornithologists
c/o BJ Stacey
9407 Domer Rd.
Santee, CA 92071

JOIN SDFO
Dues for Calendar year: $25.00, including all renewals.
Add $10.00 for each additional member in same household. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SDFO and
mail or give check to Membership Chair: BJ Stacey,
9407 Domer Rd., Santee, CA 92071. For membership
information, call BJ at (619) 596-8133.

Visit our website at
www.sandiegofieldornithologists.org
or on Facebook at
tinyurl.com/3rrpm76

