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SDFO NEWS 

 

Monthly Meeting 

 Tuesday, October 15, at 6:00 p.m., in the Hoffman Room of the San Diego Foundation Building, 2508 

 Historic Decatur Road. Going south on Rosecrans St., in the Midway area of town, turn left on Roose-

 velt Rd. into Liberty Station and proceed a couple of blocks to Decatur. Park in the lot to the left or find 

 street parking. 

 Program: Tom Stephenson and Scott Whittle will discuss their new book, The Warbler Guide: A New 

 System for Identifying and Learning Vocalizations. 

 Identifying the warblers and other species singing in the field is one of the most enjoyable and satisfy

 ing aspects of birding. However learning and remembering the important ID points of difficult and sim-

 ilar vocalizations can be challenging. This lecture will cover many new techniques that make it easier 

 to identify singing warblers and other species. This workshop will first cover how to understand and 

 use sonograms to learn what makes a vocalization unique and how to differentiate similar-sounding 

 species. 

 Based on a new system outlined in The Warbler Guide Tom will then ex

 plain and demonstrate how understanding a song’s structure, and the char

 acteristics of the Elements and Phrases that make up the song, can speed 

 up the identification process and make it easier to remember all kinds of 

 vocalizations.  There will also be a discussion of how to use a song finder 

 to quickly identify a singing warbler using the objective, easy-to-hear 

 qualities of a song. 

 The author will also explain a simple three-step memorization system that 

 he has used many times to memorize 300 or more songs for a trip to a 

 new country. 

 Tom Stephenson has been birding since he was a kid under the tutelage of 

 Dr. Arthur Allen of Cornell University. His articles and photographs are 

 in museums and many publications including Birding, Birdwatcher’s Digest, Handbook of the Birds 

 and Handbook of the Mammals of the World and Guide to the Birds of SE Brazil. He has lectured and 

 guided many groups across the US as well as in Asia, where he trained guides for the government of 

 Bhutan. He has donated many recordings of Eastern Himalayan rarities and other Asian species to Cor-



 2 

 nell’s Macaulay Library of Natural sounds. He was  on Zeiss’s digiscoping 

 team for the World Series of Birding and in 2011 his own team won the 

 World Series Cape Island Cup. 

 His latest book, The Warbler Guide, is published by Princeton University 

 Press. 

 Scott Whittle has 20 years of experience as a professional photographer 

 and educator.   He has an MFA in Photography from the School of Visual 

 Arts, is a fellow of the MacDowell Colony, has held the New York State 

 Big Year record, and has birded throughout the United States.  He lives in 

 Cape May, NJ where he leads workshops and pursues his passion for birds 

 and photography. 

 Next month’s program: Tuesday, November 19, same time, same place. 

 We will be switching gears and screening an exciting new documentary film called "Ordinary Extraor-

 dinary Junco" which explores the diversity, evolution and habitats of all kinds of junco filmed in their 

 natural surroundings.  See the amazing "Guadalupe Junco" in its natural habitat!  The documentary in-

 cludes a guest appearance by Phil Unitt from the San Diego Natural History Museum. 

Christmas Bird Counts  

 Here is a list of this year’s Christmas Bird Counts in the county: 

 Saturday, Dec. 14   San Diego             Steve Ritt                     stevenmritt@gmail.com   

                    Chris Smith                 stlbirdman64@yahoo.com 

 Sunday, Dec. 15      Borrego                Bob Theriault              roberttheriault@juno.com 

 Monday, Dec. 16     Lake Henshaw     Gretchen Cummings   gretchen.bc@sbcglobal.net 

 Saturday, Dec. 21    Oceanside            Tim Burr                      tburr@san.rr.com    

                    Andy Mauro                akamauro@cox.net 

 Saturday, Dec. 28   Escondido             Kenneth Weaver          gnatcatcher@sbcglobal.net 

 Saturday, Jan. 4      Rancho Santa Fe   Robert Patton               rpatton@san.rr.com 

New Year’s Day Pelagic Trip Is Coming! 

 It's Jan. 1, 2014 Aboard the Grande 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., open to SDFO members (and you may want to 

 add friends) for $28. All passengers pay; there are no unpaid leaders on this trip. On Dec. 1st unre-

 served  spots will be open to all others at @ $35. 

Mary and Me, by Herb Young 

 Ed. Note: This reminiscence was published in the paper edition of the October Skimmer. For those of 

 you who missed it, here it is in electrons. 

 Mary Mosher died August 17, 2013. She 92 years old, and she had been an SDFO member for about 24 

 years. I met her about 1990 when she was secretary of SDFO and I was treasurer. We started birding 

 together; one thing led to another, and we began a romantic relationship to go along with our birding 

 trips.  
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 Mary suffered from pain up and down her right leg almost as long as I knew her. Two successful sur-

 geries cured her sciatica and hip pain but left her with painful arthritis in her knee.  Mary's memory 

 faded badly in the last five years. Her doctor did not pronounced the "A" word, but it looked that way. 

 She knew me most of the time, and did many things without help, but recently, she looked straight at 

 me and asked my name and where I was from. She often asked for her mother when she woke up in the 

 morning, and some evenings, remembering her home in La Jolla, she asked me to take her home.  

 After her marriage ended, Mary became interested in folk art and worked for a couple of years at the 

 Hopitu Indian Arts Store in La Jolla and made many buying trips to Central America. She was an origi-

 nal staff member and the museum registrar/cataloguer for the Mingei International Museum when it 

 was located in University Towne Center. In 1978, she became a member of the American Society of 

 Appraisers specializing in Native American and Central American folk art. She later became a  senior 

 appraiser and was one of two women in the country with a Senior Certification in American Indian Ar-

 tifacts. She was much sought after on account of her specialized field.  

 Oh yes, I moved in with Mary five years ago this July. I was living in North Park and driving to Mary's 

 every evening to prepare her inner and settle her in bed. That went  on for about a year while my house 

 was being built in the mountains. We watched videos that I checked out from the Central Library. 

 Starting with birds, we watched every nature video in the library all the way through cosmology with 

 Carl Sagan. We even watched the nature series by David Attenborough—his accent takes some getting 

 used to–at first, I thought that we would need English subtitles. I usually went home because I had to 

 go to work in the morning. I was younger and stronger then. 

 Mary was an avid birder. She first became interested in birds as a child in Wilton, Connecticut where 

 she organized the Chestnut Hill Bird Club consisting of herself and three playmates. She resumed her 

 interest later in life when she took a class in bird identification at UCSD Extension, and she joined the 

 San Diego Audubon Society and the San Diego Field Ornithologists as a result. Mary and I traveled to 

 SE Arizona several times, Texas, Florida from the Everglades to Jacksonville, Alaska, Point Pelee, and 

 Vancouver, BC. Since we were seeing the same birds, our lists gradually evened up at about 590 ABA 

 birds. (We are over 600 only if we count Baja birds).  Mary didn't remember that at the end, and I am 

 sorry to say that she couldn't even identify a House Finch. But we had a nice life together. 

 You were always a bright and gentle lady. Goodbye Mary. We'll miss you. 

Herb Young Resigns Skimmer Publishing Role 

 We want to extend a special thank-you to Herb Young for printing and mailing the paper version of 

 The Skimmer for many years. Herb no longer has the printer he used to print the newsletter, and as our 

 mailing list was down to fewer than a dozen names, we need to decide whether to publish a paper ver-

 sion henceforth. 
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Blue-footed Boobies staged a major move-

ment into California starting in the second week of 

September, this being the first such movement since 

the early 1970’s.  Since Blue-footed Boobies are com-

mon residents in the Gulf of California and occur only 

as casual stragglers along the Pacific coast of the Baja 

California Peninsula, it is reasonable to assume these 

birds originated in the Gulf of California.  As such, I 

believe the Blue-footed Boobies found along the coast 

of California in September had moved north from the 

head of the Gulf of California, crossed the Salton 

Sink, veered westward 

up the Coachella Val-

ley, and continued west 

over the low land be-

tween the San Bernar-

dino and San Jacinto 

Mountains and on west 

over the greater Los 

Angeles Basin to the 

ocean.  Once on the 

coast, these birds ap-

peared to move north-

ward, as indicated by 

the presence of multi-

ple individuals at locations from Marina del Rey in 

Los Angeles County to Bodega Head in Sonoma 

County, with two getting as far north as Humboldt 

County and another going all the way north to British 

Columbia.  However, far fewer appeared to go south 

based on the numbers seen in Orange and San Diego 

Counties. One seen in flight at Borrego Springs 11 

Sep (SES) was no doubt moving northward from the 

Gulf of California. Locally, the first was seen flying 

south at Pt. La Jolla in La Jolla 9 Sep (SW), followed 

by two there 13 Sep (GN) and one or two seen flying 

south on each of the following three days (DDiT, 

DWA, JR).  One was fishing off the mouth of the Ti-

juana River 22 Sep (JPS).  The presence of at least 13 

Blue-footed Boobies with Brown Boobies on Los 

Coronados Islands 21 Sep (WKH) mirrors the 37 there 

in November 1971, but is overshadowed by the 22 

currently on Anacapa Island in Ventura County. 

Highlights amongst the pelagic birds were a 

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel well photographed with a large 

raft of  about 4500 

Black and 1500 Least 

Storm-Petrels 26 nm 

west of La Jolla 24 

Sep (DP, GMcC); the 

continuing presence of 

Red-billed Tropic-

birds, with eight re-

ported in San Diego 

County waters 14-28 

Sep (DP, WC, WKH) 

including one only 3.6 

nm southwest of Pt. 

Loma on 24 Sep (DP); 

an immature Masked/

Nazca Booby photo-

graphed 10 nm west of La Jolla 28 Sep (CAM, JK); 

three Brown Boobies at the 30-Mile Bank 11 Sep 

(DP); and the continuing presence of Craveri’s Murre-

lets, with at least 32 reported over the San Diego 

Trough 15-22 nm west of La Jolla 14-28 Sep (DP), 

including twenty along with four unidentified murre-

lets on 19 Sep (DP, MS, BM and BLC).  A Brown 
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Wilson’s Storm-Petrel W of La Jolla.  

Photo by Tom Blackman 



 5 

Booby was also seen from shore at Pt. La Jolla 14 Sep 

(GMcC). 

 An immature Reddish Egret and an adult 

Laughing Gull at Lake Henshaw 15 Sep (GMcC, MS) 

had both likely moved north from the Gulf of Califor-

nia. Prior to these sightings, the only well-supported 

inland record for Reddish Egret in San Diego County 

was one in Poway 6 Sep 2002 (Unitt 2004), and there 

are no true inland records for Laughing Gull in the 

County, the single birds at Lake Murray and Santee 

Lakes most likely having flown these short distances 

inland from the nearby coast with other gulls.  A 

young Bald Eagle seen flying west at Lake Murray 26 

Sep (JM) was photographed later that day over the San 

Diego River mouth (NC). 

 The only Solitary Sandpipers were up to two at 

the Dairy Mart Ponds in the Tijuana River Valley 7-18 

Sep (JK, GN, SBM). An adult and a juvenile Ruff at 

the salt works ponds on south San Diego Bay in the 

morning on 4 Sep (RTP, MS) may have been present 

for only one or two hours since neither could be found 

later in the day. A Dunlin on south San Diego Bay 11 

Sep (MS) was the earliest this fall. Baird’s Sandpipers 

remain much scarcer than normal, with only one or 

two at the salt works ponds 5-11 Sep 

(RTP, MS), one at Sweetwater Reser-

voir 7 Sep (MS), and one at the sod 

farm adjacent to Dairy Mart Rd. in the 

Tijuana River Valley 29-30 Sep 

(GMcC, TAB). Pectoral Sandpipers 

were also somewhat scarce, with sin-

gle birds at the sod farm in the Tijuana 

River Valley 6 Sep (GN), south San 

Diego Bay 4-7 Sep (MS, GMcC), the 

Fairbanks Ranch horse pastures 7-10 

Sep (GCH, CG), Lindo Lake in 

Lakeside 26 Sep (PP), and at the Tijua-

na River Valley sod farm 28-30 Sep 

(GMcC), along with two at the San 

Diego River mouth 10 Sep (BM) and 

up to two at the San Luis River mouth in Oceanside 25

-30 Sep (SB). A juvenile Semipalmated Sandpiper at 

the salt works ponds 8-10 Sep (MS) was somewhat 

late. The Mew Gull known to have spent the summer 

at the San Luis River mouth was still present 30 Sep 

(SB). Six Black Terns were over south San Diego Bay 

12 Sep (MS), one was at the San Luis River mouth 30 

Sep (SB), and, offshore, one was 15 nm off San Diego 

11 Sep (DP) and two were 22 nm west of La Jolla 28 

Sep (DP). 

 Five White-winged Doves were seen locally 

along the coast, with one at Famosa Slough in Ocean 

Beach 4 Sep (BLC), up to three at the intersection of 

Hollister St. and Sunset Ave. in the Tijuana River Val-

ley 6-8 Sep (GN, GMcC) and the fifth in the residen-

tial area of Pt. Loma 15 Sep (GN)—small numbers 

regularly stray west to the coast every fall. An Inca 

Dove in Jacumba 2-19 Sep (EGK) attracted many lo-

cal birders, since there are no more than 8 records for 

San Diego County (Unitt 2004), with the most recent 

12 years ago in 2001. Only two Tropical Kingbirds 

had been reported by the end of the month, with one at 

Famosa Slough 21 Sep (JR) and the other at Ft. 

Rosecrans National Cemetery on Pt. Loma 22-26 Sep 

(AA). The first of the fall Plumbeous Vireos was one 

well photographed in Jacumba 27 Sep (EGK); fall mi-

Red-throated Pipit in the Tijuana River Valley. 

Photo by Larry Sansone. 
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grants normally arrive in San Diego County much lat-

er than do Cassin’s Vireos.  At least six Yellow-green 

Vireos were found along the coast of California this 

month, with one, possibly two (GLR), at Ft. Rosecrans 

National Cemetery 21-28 Sep (GN, SES).  The first 

pipits locally this fall included two immature Red-

throated Pipits 26-28 Sep (GMcC), joined by a color-

ful adult male 28 Sep into October (GMcC) retaining 

breeding plumage—a plumage totally unexpected at 

this time of the year. 

 Among the vagrant warblers that showed up 

this month, the rarest was a Kentucky Warbler photo-

graphed at Tamarisk Grove Campground in Anza-

Borrego Desert State Park 8 Sep (CC).  Other vagrants 

include an Ovenbird at Point Loma Nazarene Univer-

sity 15 Sep (GN), a Northern Parula in Jacumba 22 

Sep (GCH)—they are more likely along the coast in 

fall though rare there too, a Magnolia Warbler at the 

Bird & Butterfly Garden in the Tijuana River Valley 

28-29 Sep (LS), and a Chestnut-sided Warbler at Ft. 

Rosecrans National Cemetery 21-27 Sep (JR, JZ).  A 

Northern Waterthrush at the southernmost pond of the 

Dairy Mart ponds, continuing since 7 Sep (JK, SBM), 

has returned for its third winter.  Three other Northern 

Waterthrushes were each seen once, one at Ft. 

Rosecrans National Cemetery 7 Sep (JR), one at Sat-

urn Blvd. and Sunset Ave. in the Tijuana River Valley 

21 Sep (JK), and one at Cottonwood Creek Park in 

Encinitas 27 Sep (JK).  Other rare migrants include a 

Black-and-white Warbler at Ft. Rosecrans National 

Cemetery 24 Sep (DC); three Tennessee Warblers, 

one at Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery 19-21 Sep 

(GN), one also there 28 Sep (TC), and one at Lake 

O’Neill in Camp Pendleton 23 Sep (PAG); and Amer-

ican Redstarts, with up to four at Ft. Rosecrans Na-

tional Cemetery 18-25 Sep (CH, SBM) and one in 

Jacumba 22-23 Sep (GCH, EGK). 

Individual Clay-colored Sparrows were seen in 

the Tijuana River Valley 15-28 Sep (MS, GMcC), at 

Lake Murray 20-28 Sep (JM), at Ft. Rosecrans Na-

tional Cemetery 21-25 Sep (GN, JW), and at Famosa 

Slough 23 Sep (BM).  A Golden-crowned Sparrow in 

Los Penasquitos Canyon 29 Sep (TW) arrived early.  

A Bobolink, now a quite rare migrant in San Diego 

County, was photographed in the Tijuana River Valley 

15 Sep (MS).  

 

Listed observers: Alex Abela, Douglas W. Aguillard, 

Thomas A. Blackman, Steve Brad, Barbara L. Carl-

son, Dean Charles, Christopher Charlesworth, Nancy 

Christensen, Tim Cooper, Ward Cummings, Dean Di-

Tommaso, Peter A. Ginsburg, Char Glacy, Christine 

Harvey, William K. Hayes, Gjon C. Hazard, Eric G. 

Kallen, Jay Keller, Sara B. Mayers, Curtis A. Marantz, 

Guy McCaskie, James Morris, Brennan Mulrooney, 

Gary Nunn, Robert T. Patton, Dave Povey, Phil Pryde, 

Jim Roberts, Geoffrey L. Rogers, Matt Sadowski, 

James P. Smith, Susan E. Smith, Lea Squires, Stanley 

Walens, Torin Waters, Joe Worley, Jim Zimmer. 

Literature cited: Unitt, Philip. 2004. San Diego Coun-

ty Bird Atlas. Proc. San Diego Soc. Nat. Hist. 39. San 

Diego Nat. Hist. Mus., San Diego. 
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JOIN SDFO 
 
Dues for Calendar year: $25.00, including all renewals.   
Add $10.00 for each additional member in same house- 
hold.  MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SDFO and 
mail or  give check to Membership Chair: BJ Stacey, 
9407 Domer Rd., Santee, CA 92071. For membership 
information, call BJ at (619) 596-8133. 
 
 

 
Visit our website at 

 

www.sandiegofieldornithologists.org 
 

or on Facebook at 
 

tinyurl.com/3rrpm76 
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